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JULIA  DE  GRAMONT. 


1  H  E  Duke  clc  Gramont  was  rich, 
great,  and  powerful,  luxurious, 
haughty,  and  inflexible:  a  lovely 
wife,  whofc  alliance  had  doubled 
his  imnienfe  property,  had  left  hiin 
only  two  daughters;  but  he  was 
determined  to  remedy  the  misfor- 
tune of  not  having  a  Ton,  by  the 
greateft  aft  of  injuftice  of  which  a 
father  could  be  capable — his  eldeft 
VOL.  I.  B  daughter 
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daughter  was  deftined  to  tranfmit 
his  name  and  poffeffions  to  pofterity 
by  fome  fplendid  union^  while  the 
younger  was  devoted  to  a  cloiftered 
life. 

Although  the  fate  of  Henrietta 
feemed  to  promife  a  milder  profpeft 
than  that  of  Julia,  yet  Ihe  was 
more  indebted  to  her  kind  ftars, 
than  to  a  parent,  for  her  happinefs. 
Without  confulting  her  choice,  or 
even  her  inclination,  the  Duke  de 
Gramonl  concluded  with  the  Count 
de  Senanges  a  folemn  treaty  of  mar- 
riage between  their  children  ;  and 
the  young  lady  received  the  com- 
mands of  her  father  to  quit,  for  a 
few  hours,  the  convent  where  (he 
had  been  educated  with  her  fifter, 

to 
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to  be  prcfented  to  the  young  Ccunt, 
whom  the  next  week  was  to  unite 
to  her  for  ever. 

The  lovely  Henrietta^  accuftomed 
to  obedience,  exprefled  no  oppofi- 
tion  to  this  peremptory  fummons; 
but  her  young  heart  felc  all  the 
horrors,  of  which  a  mind  is  capable, 
that  knows  its  doom  inevitable  : 
flie  dreaded  nothing  fo  much  as  an 
union  with  one,  whom  flie  could  not 
prefer  to  all  mankind. 

The  appointed  morning  came  ; 
wich  the  moft  painful  emotions  flie 
embraced  her  fifter ;  but  flie  re- 
turned in  the  evening  with  a  coun- 
tenance, w^hich  indicated,  that  her 
apprchenfions  had  given  place  to 
Tenderer  fentiments.  Ah,  my 
B  2  dear 
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*^  dear  Julia  fhe  exclaimed  on  en- 
tering, "  felicitate  your  happy  Hen- 
rietta. — Monheur  de  Senanges 
is  amiable ;  and  I  no  longer 
confider  my  approaching  union 
with  him  as  a  facrifice  to  duty. 
But^  alas  i  my  lifter,  can  I  look 
forward  to  a  feparation  from 
you,  without  the  moft  poignant 
forrow  ?  Ah  !  we  will  not,  muft 
not,  part !  I  lhall  exa6V,  as  a 
proof  of  the  regard  my  new  lover 
has  profeffed,  the  employment 
of  his  intereft  with  my  father 
to  obtain  permiffion  for  your 
continuance  the  firft  twelve- 
month  with  me/' — Rather,'' 
replied  the  lovely  Julia,  knowing 
too  well  my  deftiny,  why  will  you 

"  not 
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not  teach  me  to  avoid  a  world 
"  which  I  muft  one  day  renounce 
by  the  moft  folemn  vows/' 
The  Duke  de  Gramont,  de- 
lighted with  the  thoughts  of  the 
additional  wealthy  which  a  con- 
nexion with  the  Count  would  in- 
troduce into  his  family,  was  re-r 
folved  to  celebrate  the  nuptials  of 
his  daughter,  by  every  demonftra- 
tion  of  joy.  All  his  acquaintance 
received  invitations  to  attend  the 
ceremony ;  and  even  the  devoted 
Julia  was  fuffered  to  accompany 
her  bridal  filler,  and  to  exhibit, 
before  an  admiring  multitude,  that 
enchanting  beauty  which  a  father 
deftined  to  be  entombed  for  ever. 


The 
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The  charming  fifters  obeyed  the 
commands  of  the  Duke,  by  adorn- 
ing thcmfelves  upon  this  day  with 
a  brilliancy  fuitable  to  the  oGca- 
fion.  Their  native  beauty  was 
heightened  by  every  advantage, 
which  the  moft  fplendid  decorations 
could  fupply ;  and  they  appeared, 
before  a  gazing  throng,  like  two 
divinities.  Every  eye  was  eager  to 
behold  the  lovely  daughters  of 
Gramont,  who  till  that  moment 
had  never  publicly  been  feen  be- 
yond the  limits  of  their  convent 
walls. 

Monfieur  de  Senanges,  who 
from  the  firft  hour  of  his  introduc- 
tion had  felt  the  irrefiftible  in- 
fluence of  Henrietta's  attractions, 

led 
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led  his  beauteous  bride  to  the  altar, 
with  a  tranfportcd  air;  where  the 
Duke  prefcntcd  him  with  that  hand, 
which  formed  the  happincfs  of  his 
future  life. 

The  timid  Julia,  with  downcaft 
eyes,  followed  her  fifter's  fteps, 
vainly  attempting  to  elude  the 
attention  of  the  numerous  gazers, 
that  furrounded  them.  Four  years 
younger  than  Madame  de  Senanges, 
Mademoifelle  de  Gramont  was  fome 
months  turned  of  eighteen ;  and 
that  beauty,  which  promifed  her 
innumerable  conquefts,  flione  in  its 
full  meridian  :  education  had  added 
every  grace  to  the  embelliftiments 
of  nature ;  Julia  having  received, 
fince  her  dawning  infancy,  each 
B  4  fcnti- 
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fentiment,  which  could  ennoble  and 
corre(5l  the  heart,  from  the  atten- 
tions of  a  moft  excellent  and  ac- 
complifhed  woman,  who  was  placed 
with  thefe  lovely  fifters  at  the  con- 
vent, and  who  poffeffed  a  heart 
fraught  v/ith  every  virtue. 

Madame  de  Tourville  loved  her 
young  pupils  with  maternal  fond- 
nefs ;  fhe  had  been  the  bofom 
friend  and  companion  of  the 
Duchefs  of  Gramont ;  who,  in  her 
laft  moments,  recommended  their 
infant  minds  to  her  cultivation  ;; 
and  Ihe  difcharged  the  facred  truft, 
with  a  ftrcngth  of  attachment, 
^vhich  was  rewarded  on  their  part 
^by  every  mark  of  filial  afifeftion.^ 
The  young  heart  of  Julia^  while 
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in  the  convent,  fubmitted  to  its 
(lull  uniformity  with  apparent  re- 
fignation,  though  fecretly  lament- 
ing a  deftiny  which  excluded  her 
for  ever  from  a  v/orld  flie  was  fo 
well  qualified  to  adorn.    If  Made- 
moifelle  de  Gramont  had  formed 
high  notions  of  the  allurements  of 
fociety,  the  gay  and  fplendid  fcenes^ 
which  now  prefented  themfelves  to 
her  view,  realized  every  idea ;  the' 
thoughts  of  a  convent  vanifhed 
from  her  mind,  and  gave  place  to* 
the  brilliant  vifion  before  her. 

When  in  the  evening  the  com- 
pany afl'embled  in  a  magnificent 
ball-room,  thinking  Madame  de 
Tourville,  who  feldom  quitted  her, 
T/as  near,     My  God/'  exclaimed 

flie^ 
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flie,  "  what  a  delightful  place !  Oh, 
my  dear  monitrefs,  the  world, 
which  you  reprefented  joylefs  as 
a  defert,  appears  to  me  a  para- 
^'  dife    — "  A  fpot  inhabited  by 
an  angel  like  yourfelf,  Madam/^ 
replied  a  voice  clofe  behind  her, 
would  render  a  defert  heaven!"' 
The  timid   Julia    ftarted ;  and, 
blufhing  at  the  unguarded  words, 
that  had  efcaped  her,  turned  haftily 
around,  when  ftie  perceived  this 
gallantry  was  addrefled  to  her  by 
the  young  Chevalier  de  Soiffons, 
whom  Monlieur  de  Senanges  had 
already  prefented  to  her  as  his  fa- 
vourite friend.    Almoft  at  the  fame 
inftant    the    Count,  advancing, 
heightened  her  confufion^  by  re- 

quefting 
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qucfting  her  to  honour  the  Qie- 
valier  with  her  hand  in  the  dance ; 
fhe   anfwered   not,   but   by  her 
bluflilng  confufion  appeared  irrefo- 
lute ;  till  Madame  de  Tourville, 
approaching;      The  Duke,  Ma- 
demoifelle/*  faid  fhe,  ^'  com- 
mands  you  to  accept  the  partner 
whom  the  Count  de  Senanges 
fliall    prefent   to   you."  The 
young  Chevalier,  thus  authorifed, 
taking  the  hand  which  Julia  yielded 
with  a  graceful  dignity,  led  his 
fair  partner   to  join   the  myftic 
dance. 

Fourteen  days  were  fpent  in  a 
conftant  fucceffion  of  diverfions  ; 
when  now  the  feafon  of  the  year, 
which  was  the  advanced,  fpring, 

had 
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had  difperfcd  the  noblefle  to  their 
refpeftive  caftles,  a  day  was  fixed 
for   the   removal  of  the  young 
Count  and  Countefs  de  Senanges- 
Henrietta  and  Julia,  who  were  en- 
deared to  each  other  by  the  ten- 
dereft  afFedion,   faw   the  period 
approach,   with  the  agitations  of 
hope   and    fear ;   they  mutually 
dreaded  a  feparation ;  Henrietta 
could  not  think  of  refigning  her 
filler,  witlMut  the  moft  poignant 
regret ;  nor  could  Julia,  unmoved, 
refledt  upon  her  return  to  a  foli- 
tude,  now  rendered  more  abhor- 
rent than  ever  from  her  inclinations. 
The  Count  was  too  tenderly  at- 
tached to  his  charming  wife  to  fee 
her  weep,  without  interefting  himfelf 

in 
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in  her  concern  ;  and  Mademolfcllc 
de  Gramont  was  too  amiable  not  to 
make  Monfieur  de  Senanges  foH- 
citous  for  her  continuance  with  her 
fifter  :  he  made  a  perfonal  appli- 
cation to  the  Diike  ;  who,  judging 
of  his  difpofition  by  his  own,  ima- 
gined, that  he  might  venture  to 
intruft  the  devoted  Julia  to  the 
care  of  thofe,  whofe  intereft  it  was 
that  file  fliould  take  the  veil. — 

I  refign  her  to  your  entreaties,'* 
faid  he — but  remember,  flie  is 

an  offering  dedicated  to  heaven, 
^'  1  rely  upon  your  guarding  her 

condudt,  and  preventing  the 
^'  polTibility  of  her  forming  any 

engagements,  incompatible  with 

thofe  facred  vows,  which  it  is  my 

fixed 
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^'  fixed  determination  fhe  fhould 
accomplilh.  After  a  few  months 
fpent  with  the  Countefs,  her 
fifter,  I  fliall  reftore  her  to  the 
convent^  which  will  fecure  her 

•  ^^  from  the  temptations  of  a  dan- 
gerous  world;  and  her  proba- 
tionary  year  muft  then  com- 
mence/' 

The  young  Count  flew  with  rap- 
tures to  his  lovely  wife,  bearing 
the  tidings  of  unhoped  fuccefs; 
and  they  quitted  Paris  the  next  day 
to  enjoy  repofe  in  the  enchanting 
jretreats  of  the  caftle  of  Senanges, 
lifter  the  fatigues  of  gaiety  and 
diiiipation. 

During  the  nuptial  feftivity.  Ma- 
demoifelle  de  Gramont  had  beheld 

herfelf 
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herfelf  the  little  deity,  at  whofe 
Ihrine  was  offered   unlverfal  ho- 
maee ;  her  beauty,  her  youth^  her 
modefty,  her  fweetnefs,  were  irre- 
fiftible  attradions  :    but   the  ad- 
miration of  hundreds  was  unre- 
garded by  her ;  diflimulation  and 
coquetry  wxre  ftrangers  to  that  in- 
nocent bofom,  animated  only  by 
the  delicate  lenfibility  of  confcious 
innocence.    The  attentions  of  the 
amiable    and    accompliQied  Au- 
guftus  de  Solflbns  were  the  only 
attentions  which  ilie  obferved,  and 
received  with  pleafurc — a  fimilarity 
of  difpofitions  and  kindred  virtues 
foon   imperceptibly  united  their 
aiFeclions.    Tenderly,  however,  as 
Monfieur  de  Soiffons  loved  the 

fair 
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fair  fifter  of  Henrietta,  the  fecret 
for  fome  time  was  divulged  only 
by  his  eyes ;  his  lips  were  clofed 
in  tiraid  filence ;  he  trembled  at 
the  idea  of  hazarding  a  rejeftion  : 
too  fenfible  that  the  happinefs  or 
mifery  of  his  future  life  depended 
on  a  return  of  his  dlfinterefted 
paffion,  he  was  confcious  that  he  had 
no  pretenfions  to  the  daughter  of 
^Gramont;  and,  being  the  youngeft 
of  three  brothers,  that  he  could 
alone  hope  to  advance  his  fortune 
from  a  fuccefs  in  military  honours. 
The  -day  before  they  quitted  Paris 
the  Chevalier  repaired  to  the  hotel 
de  Senanges,  to  take  his  leave  of 
this  amiable  family :  he  found 
his  friend  engaged  in  acquainting 

the 
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the  filters  with  his  fuccefsful  em- 
bafly  to  the  Duke.  Come  Soif- 
fons/'  cried  the  Count,  partake 
of  our  domeftic  felicity  ;  you  mud 
follow  us  to  Seiianges,  and  parti- 
cipate our  rural  pleafures."  The 
invitation  was  too  flattering  to 
Auguftus,  to  meet  with  a  rcjedlion  : 
his  impaiTioned  looks  fought  the 
averted  eyes  of  JuHa,  tenderly 
anxious  to  difcover  her  fentiments  ; 
and  he  quitted  the  hotel,  with  a 
proralfe  of  rejoining  the  family 
fl^ortly  at  Senanges. 

Mademoifelle  de  Gramont  ac- 
companied her  After  v/ith  a  fatif- 
faclion,  heightened  by  her  fears, 
that  the  Duke  would  not  have  grant- 
ed fuch  a  proof  of  his  indulgence, 
VOL  K  C  A  few 
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A  few  months  extenfion  of  liberty 
feemed  to  her  an  age  of  delight ; 
and  fhe  loft  even  the  ideas  of  her  im- 
pending fate,  in  the  fcene  of  prefent 
happinefs,  Hope,  that  infinuating 
delufive  phantom,  the  heart's  gay 
flatterer  in  our  fpring  of  life,  ba- 
nifhed  awhile  each  painful  appre- 
henfion ;  and  her  gentle  bofoni 
became  the  ferene  repofitory  of 
fmiling  plcafure. 

The  arrival  of  the  Count  de 
Senanges  at  his  caftle  was  foon 
followed  by  that  of  the  Chevalier 
de  Soiffons :  he  was  received  with 
joy  by  his  beloved  friend,  with  the 
cordiality  of  friendfhip  by  the 
Countefs,  and  by  her  fair  fifter 
with  delicate  referve,   and  filent 

fweetnefs: 
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fweetnefs  :  Julia  appeared  to  her 
enamoured  lover  with  ten  thouland 
new  and  undifcovered  graces :  if, 
amidft  the  blaze  of  jewels  and  pa- 
rade of  ornanient,  Hie  llionc  with 
unrivalled  charms  ;  how  confpicu- 
oufly  beamed  the  native  lovelinefs 
ofherperfon,  in  the  unadorned  lim- 
plicity  of  her  country  attire!  if  the 
brilliant  Alademoifelle  de  Gramont 
had  attrad:ed  Monfieur  de  Soilibns; 
how  did  the  rural  Julia  fafcinate 
his  heart! 

For  fome  days  the  timorous  Au- 
guitus  impofed  upon  his  tongue  a 
(licred  lilence  ;  which  however  left 
no  one  in  io-norance  at  the  caftle 
of  an  attachment,  vifible  in  his 
every  look  and  action;  and,  fatally 
C  2  for 
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for  the  lovely  Julia,  her  bofora  be- 
came but  too  fenfible  of  the  merits 
of  the  amiable  Chevalier. 

Madame  de  Tourviile  beheld 
with  regret  this  mutual  flame,  an- 
ticipating the  evils  it  v/oiild  inevi- 
tably caufe.  She  was  a  thoufimd 
times  tempted  to  point  out  the 
danger  to  her  young  charge,  and 
to  offer  every  argument  in  her 
power,  to  erafe,  if  poffible,  fo  un- 
fortunate a  prepOiTefiion  :  her  pru- 
dence and  difcrction  however  con- 
vinced her,  on  rcfleftion,  that,  by 
informing  Julia  of  the  difcovery 
fne  had  made,  fne  could  only  in- 
creafe  a  paiTion,  which  the  recollec- 
tion of  her  fair  friend  might  fm.o- 
ther   in  its  birth.     Madame  de 

Tourviile^ 
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Tovirville^  fatisficd  from  thefe  con- 
fiderations^  hinted  only  her  appre- 
henfions  of  the  dangerous  confc- 
qucnces  of  this  inaufpicious  love  to 
Madame  dc  Senanees,  and  iiro*ed 
the  ftrongeft  reafons  for  prevailing 
on  the  Chevalier  to  quit  an  objedt 
ib  irrcfiftibly  charmhig  :  notv/ith- 
ftanding  all  his  virtues^  flie  was  too 
well  aflured  the  hand  of  Julia  could 
never  be  obtained  from  a  father  fo 
inflexible  :  the  Countefs  fuffered 
her  tcndernefs  for  her  fiflcr,  to 
filence  thefe  objeftions,  and  to  fub- 
due  her  fears;  llie  indulged  a  hope 
that  the  Duke  de  Gramont  might 
be  difluaded,  by  the  Count^s  inter- 
pofition,  from  his  firfh  defign,  and 
that  their  joint  entreaties  might 
C  3  prevail 
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prevail  upon  her  father,  to  unite 
his  daughter  to  the  objeft  of  her 
afFeftions,  and  to  grant  her  a  fliare 
in  that  fortune,  too  ample  for  the 
difinterefted  fpirit  of  Monfieur  and 
Madame  de  Senangcs. 

Madame  de  Tourville,  who  bet- 
ter knew  the  inexarabie  temper  of 
the  haughty  Duke,  felt  all  the 
weaknefs  of  thefe  fallacious  argu- 
ments :  fhe  waited  in  filent  for  row 
the  event  of  an  attachment  which 
promifed  nothing  but  the  mod 
poignant  difappointment ;  confirm- 
ing herfelf  in  the  refolution  not  to 
mention  the  fatal  fubjeil  to  Made- 
moifelle  de  Gramont :  but,  not- 
wiihfianding  all  her  caution  to 
preveut  any  opportunity  for  the 

declaration 
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dccLaration  of  the  Chevalier's  fen- 
dments,  the  young  lovers  had  ex- 
changed their  mutual  vows,  with- 
out receding  on  the  unfurmount- 
able  obftacle,  which  oppofed  their 
wilhes  :  abforbed  only  in  the  tender 
fympathy  of  a  virtuous  paffion, 
they  faw  not  the  dangers  which  fur- 
rounded  them. 

The  innocent  Julia,  when  fhe 
had  betrayed  the  fecrets  of  her 
heart  to  her  beloved  Auguftus,  as 
a  reward  due  to  the  avowal  of  his 
generous  flame,  untutored  in  the 
wiles  of  difguife,  flew  to  her  fifter, 
cand  beloved  monitrefs,  to  whom, 
with  blufhing  cheek,  fhe  told  her 
artlefs  tale.  Madame  de  Tourville 
tvept  over  her  young  charge  in 
C  4  fpeechlefs 
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fpecchlcfs  forrow;  but  Henriclt^v 
embracing  Julia,  affured  her^  that 
the  Count  would  ufe  every  per- 
fuafive  argument  with  the  Duke 
de  Gramont.  to  promote  their 
union.  The  young  lovers,  flat- 
tered by  ideas  fo  alluring,  fuffered 
the  fvveet  enchantreis  Hope  to  fuf- 
pend  every  fear,  that  threatened 
obflacles  to  their  mutual  happinefs: 
but  alas  !  too  foon  the  vifionary 
fcene  was  changed, 

A  courier  from  the  Duke  de 
Gramont  brought  difpatches  to  the 
Count;  which  deftroyed  each  tender 
cxpeftation  love  had  formed.  The 
contents  were  to  the  following  ef- 
fect ;  that  an  alliance  with  one 
"  of  the  moft  illuftrious  families  in 

France 
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France  having  been  propoftd  to 
^'  him,  he  had  altered  his  defigns. 
relative  to  Julia  ;  who,  he  could 
not  doubt,  would  joyfully  ex- 
change  the  retirement  of  a  con-- 
vent,  for  the  fplendid  defliny, 
which  now  awaited  hen  that 
though  the  perfonagc  v^^io  had 
fo  generoufly  diflinguiflied  his 
^'  daughter  by  the  offer  of  his  dif- 
interefted  hand,  without  the  con- 
fideration  of  fortune,  was  paft 
the  meridian  of  his  age;  there 
was  yet  nothing  in  his  figure,  or 
addrefs,  wdiich  could  difpleafe 
an  unprejudiced  eye.  He  added, 
that  though  he  could  fcarce  ad- 
mit  an  idea  contrary  to  the 
opinion  he  had  formed  of  the 

duty 
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duty  and  obedience   of  Julia; 
yet,  were  it  poffible  (he  could 
encourage  the  lead  repugnance  to 
comply  with  his  commands,  that 
*^  a  convent  would  be  her  fole  alter- 
native;  to  whofe  everlafting  con- 
finement  he  fhould  immediately 
confign  her,   with    a  parent's 
curfe  upon  her  rebellious  head!'' 
A  mournful  filence  followed  the 
conclufion  of  this  fatal  letter,  which 
blafted  the  hopes  of  the  moft  ami- 
able pair,  that  love  had  ever  united. 
After  a  pathetic  paufe,  Julia, 
clafping    together    her  uplifted 
hands,  while  her  countenance  pour- 
trayed  her  agonizing  mind,  thus 
exclaimed  ;  "  Since  then  I  muft 
become  a  vidtim,  I  will  renounce 

a  world, 
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*^  a  world,  where  happincTs  is  not 
my  lot. —  Yes,    cruel  father! 
"  your  daughter,  doomed  by  you 
to  wretchednefs,  Ihall  keep  at 
lead  her  faith  inviolate  :  denied 
^'  the  privilege  of  beftowlng  my 
hand,  where  I  have  given  my 
heart ;  no  other  mortal  fliall  re- 
ceive  my  vows  ;  —  to  God  and 
heaven  I  devote  myfelf  from 
this   hour.     Open  your  mafly 
bars,  ye  hallowed  walls  !  admit, 
for    the    fad  remnant  of  her 
wretched  days,  a  haplefs  facrifice- 
to  filial  duty/'    As  fhe  pronoun- 
ced thefe  words  fhe  funk  upon  the 
ground  ;  where  fhe  remained  fomc 
moments  opprefled  by  animated,, 
fpeechlefs,  \voe  ! 

The 
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The  Chevalier,  refting  on  one 
knee,  fupportcd  in  his  arms  the 
beauteous  victim,  with  every  mark 
of  unutterable  defpair  imprinted 
on  his  features ;  Vv^hile  the  Countefs 
and  Madame  de  Tourville,  incapa- 
ble of  offering  confolation,  vented 
their  grief  in  tears :  Monfieur  de 
Senanges,  though  ftrongly  moved, 
was  the  firfl  v/ho  broke  the  folcmn 
lilence  :  he  had  taken  time  for 
refleftion,  and  remonftrated  to  his 
afflifted  audience,  that  thefe  demon- 
ftrations  of  concern  were  unavail- 
ing, and  they  fliould  rather  invoke 
the  aid  of  reafon  toaffift  in  refolving 
which  alternative  Mademoifelle  de 
Gramont  could  choofe  in  a  cafe 
fo  abfolute.       Then/'  exclaimed 

the 


(     29  ) 

the  dcfpalring  lover,  continuing  on 
his  knees,  and  grafping  the  hand 
of  the  fair  ftatue,     let  me  conjure 
my  fvveet,    my  adorable  Julia, 
by  all  our  promifed  happinefs, 
by  all  thofe  vows  we  regiftercd 
in  heaven,  to  take  the  only  me- 
thod  fcite  allows  for  one  rav  of 
^'  future  hope  :   feclude  not  from 
my  fight,  by  an  eternal  fepara- 
tion,  that  beauteous   form  :  — 
"  The  barriers  of  a  convent  muft 
be  ever  Ihut  to  love  and  me  :  — 
Oh!  rather  obey  a  cruel  father.'' 
How,  Chevalier  !"  interrupted 
Mademoifelle  de  Grciirioiit,  rifing, 
"  is  it  from  you  I  receive  fuch  a 
^'  piopofal?  Can  Auguilus  become 
advocate  in  a  rivars  caufe,  and 

urge 
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urge  me  to  transfer  to  another 
*^  that  efteem,  which  I  had  vowed 
to  him        "  Heaven  forbid/^ 
replied  the  Chevalier  with  an  im- 
paffioned  look, — referve  for  hap- 
pier  days  that  invaluable  heart, 
to  blefs  the  faithful  SoifTons ; 
whofe  conftancy  no  time  fhall 
lhake,  and  fecure  by  this  fole 
though  dreadful  means  thy  wi- 
dovved    hand  to    him/'  She 
gazed  for  a  moment  v/ith  fixed 
aftonilhment,    then   exclaimed  — 
^'  And  lhall  that  Juha,  whofe  deli- 
cacy  of  fentiment  you  have  fo 
partially  approved;  fliali  fhe  with 
unprecedented  difhonour  vow  at 
the  facred  altar  faith  to  a  huf- 
band;  while  hjer  apoftate  heart 

cherifhes 
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^'  cheriflics  the  remcmbranc  of  a 

lover."   Can  then  that 

heart  be  Icfs  deUcatc  towards  thy 
God       replied  the  Chevalier; 
and  while  it  fcruples  to  deceive 
a  mortal,  will  it  not  recoil  with 
^'  horror  from  the  idea  of  offering 
impious  vows  at  his  flirine,whofe 
omnifclent  eye  fees  all  things?'* 
Thefe  words  funk  deep  into  the 
mind  of  Julia,  already  impreffed 
by  the  foft  pleadings  of  refiftlefs 
love;   flie  paufcd,  and  thus  pro- 
ceeded :  "  Alas  !  how  v\Tetched  is 
my  fate ;  —  condemned  to  de- 
ceivemy  hufband,  or  betray  my 
God  !    But  Chevalier/'  (he  con- 
tinued, affuming  an  air  of  dignit)'', 
if  vanquiflied  by    your  argu- 

ments. 
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ments^  I  fliould  fo  far  combat 
with    the  prepoflcffions  of  my 
hearty  as  to  facrifice  my  deareft 
afteftions  to  my  duty  ;  will  you 
fwear  never  voluntarily  to  fee 
^'  me  more  ?  or^  fliould  unavoid- 
able  chance  bring  you  into  my 
^'  prefence,    can  you  forget  the 
^'  lover   in   tne  friend  ?    for  ah  ! 
^'  Augullus,  thefe  tears  are  the  lafl: 
^'  teflimonies,  which  honour  can 
"  permit,  of  an  attachment  un- 
^'  fanftified  by  heaven. — Farewell! 

wifli  not  to  detain  me,  left  you 
^'  weaken  my  faint  refolves  ;  fuffer 
me  to  withdraw  to  my  apart- 
ment,  where  I  fliall  endeavour 
at  leaft  to  fteel  my  .heart  againft 
a  tendernefs,  fo  fatal  to  my  peace 
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and  to  the  obedience  I  owe  a 
father.    Farewell  !  and  remem* 
ber  too,  amiable  Soiflbns,  that  if 
I  yield  to  fuch   reafons,  they 
were  urged  by  you ;   and  the 
facrifice  I  make   is  too  furely 
that  of  love,    yet  more  than 
^'  duty." —  With  thefe  words,  tak- 
ing Madame  de  Tourville  by  the 
hand,    flie   precipitately  left  the 
room.    Monfieur  de  Soiffcns,  not- 
withftanding  her  prohibition,  would 
have   intercepted   the   retreat  of 
Mademoifelle  de   Gramont,  bur 
was  withheld  by  the  Count;  who, 
with  the  Countefs,   urged  every 
perfuafion  to  reconcile  his  fubmif- 
fion  to  an  event  inevitable.  They 
flattered  him  with  the  idea,  that, 
D  as 
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as  the  deftined  hufband  of  their 
Julia  was  in  the  decline  of  life, 
an  early  widowhood  might  fet  her 
hand  at  Hberty.  He  faintly  fmiled^ 
while  his  bofom  heaved  a  gentle 
lighj  confefling,  that  he  catched 
at  this  hated  marriage  as  the  laft 
refource  of  defpairing  hope,  con- 
fcious  that  it  could  alone  fecure 
him  from  the  more  infupportable 
evil  of  feeing  her,  on  whom  his  foul 
doated,  torn  irrevocably  from  him 
by  thofe  vows,  which  not  even 
time  itfelf  had  power  to  canceL  His 
illuftrious  friends  ftrengthened  him 
in  thefe  infpiring  hopes ;  but  they 
found  great  difficulty  in  perfuading 
him  to  relinquifh  the  thoughts  of 
another    interview    with  JuUa, 

which 
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which  could  have  yielded  no  confo- 
lation  to  either  party,  but  muft  have 
inevitably  been  produdlive  of  the 
keencft  pangs  in  the  hour  of  fepa- 
ration.     To  thefe  remonftrances 
the  Chevalier  yielded  with  relud- 
ancc ;  and,  leaving  a  pathetic  letter 
to  his  loft  Julia,  in  the  hands  of 
her  fifter,  he  threw  himfelf  into 
the  carriage,  and  committed  him- 
felf to  the  conduft  of  his  friend, 
(who  was  anxious  to  accompany 
him  to  Paris)  :  he  took  a  tender 
leave  of  the  fair  Countefs,  with  a 
promife  to  renew  his  vifit,  when 
the  too  lovely  Julia  had  been  torn 
from  their  embrace. 

While   Auguftus,   previous  to 
his  departure,  was  employed  in 
D  2  writing 
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writing  a  fad  adieu  to  the  obje<9fc 
of  his  deareft  wiflies^  the  Count 
fat  down  to  anfwer  the  Duke's 
arbitrary  letter,  with  the  informa- 
tion of  his  daughter's  immediate 
fubmiffion  to  his  commands.  He 
then  requefted  an  interview  with 
Mademoifelle  de  Gramont,  whom 
he  tenderly  allured,  that  he  would 
accompany   the   Chevalier,  and 
hoped  to  return  in  a  day  or  two, 
with  the  pleafing  inteUigence  of 
his  friend's  refignation  to  his.  fate* 
Yes,"   replied    the  beauteous 
mourner,  endeavouring  in  vain  to 
fupprefs  her  emotions,     you  muft 
aid  him  to  forget  an  objed:,  but 
a  few  fliort  weeks  ago  totally 
unknown  to  him.  —  Fatal  ac* 
quaintance  ! 
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quaintance  !  yet  perhaps  he  may 
^'^  find  the  tafk  lefs  arduous  than 
his  prefent  fentiments  inay  con- 
ceivc.    Time  and  eternal  ab- 
fence  will  efface  a  paflion  fo  ill- 
fated,  fo  unavailing  !  But,  alas  ! 
what  horrors    now    await  the 
wretched  Julia  !    Heaven  per- 
mits  her  not,  in  folitude,  to 
breathe  her  forrows ;  even  the 
^'  fad  luxury  of  grief  muft  be  de- 
nied   to    her,  whofe  perjured 
tongue  is  doomed  to  utter  vows 
which  a  repugnant  heart  can 
never  feal.    Oh,  SoilTons !  what 
"  a  facrifice  have  you  impofed, 
and  I   fubmltted  to/' — As  fhe 
clofed  this  fentence,  the  power  of 
woe  feemed  to  fupprefs  her  plain- 
D  3  tive 
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tive  voice,  and  Ihe  funk  upon  a 
fofa,  overwhelmed  by  tears.  The 
feeling  heart  of  the  Count  de  Se- 
nanges  wasfenfibly  afFefted  ;  and, 
unable  to  reftrain  the  force  of  his 
emotions,  he  committed  this  dear, 
difconfolate,  and  lovely  fifter,  to 
the  foothing  attentions  of  Madame 
de   Tourville^   and  precipitately 
rufhed   out    of    the  apartment. 
When  the   carriage  drove  from 
the  door,  the  weeping  Countefs 
haftened  to  her  Julia  :    (he  ap- 
proached, and  folded  her  to  her 
bofoni ;  the  fweet  mourner  raifed 
her  humid  eyes,  and  gazing  at 
Henrietta  with  expreflive  earneft- 
nefs,     Ah,'^  exclaimed  flie,  he 
"  is  then  gone  !  Julia  muft  never 

fee 
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fee  Auguflus  more !  Heaven,  it 
^Ms .  thy  decree,  and  I  fubmit; 
farewell  happinefs  —  ye  vifionary 
hopes,  farewell  !  Come,  filial 
duty,  animate  my  heart  wkh  thy 
tyrannic  laws ;  let  me  be  all 
the  daughter  ■  my  father! 
thou  art  well  revenged  :  that  re- 
bel  child  who  dared,  without 
parental  fandion,  to  receive  the 
"  vows  of  love,  by  the  facrifice  of 
her  worldly  felicity,  fhall  expiate 
her  guilt." 

From  that  hour  Mademoifelle 
^e  Gramont  endeavoured  to  affume 
an  air  of  refignation  ;  and,  befeech- 
ing  the  Countefs  and  Madame  de 
Tourville  to  name  no  more  before 
Jier  an  objeft  whom  honour  now 
D  4  required 


(    40  ) 

required  her  to  banifh  as  much  as 
poflible  from  her  remembrance, 
Ihe  had  the  heroic  refolution  to 
refufe  accepting  the  letter  which 
her  fifter,  in  juftice  to  the  Che- 
valier's laft  requeft,  could  not  for- 
bear offering  ;  but  her  looks,  her 
fighs,  confeffed  the  facrifice  flic 
made  to  that  delicacy  of  fentiment, 
which  eminently  diftinguiflied  hex 
charafter. 

The  following  morning,  Hen- 
rietta received  a  letter  from  the 
Count,  informing  her,  that  he 
found  it  neceflfary  to  retard  his 
return  to  Senanges,  for  two  days, 
as  he  was  unwilling  to  fprfake  his 
unfortunate  friend,  while  he  re^. 
mained  in  Paris :  that  it  was  the 

intention 
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intention  of  the  Chevalier  to  com- 
ply with  the  wiflies  of  his  father, 
from  whom  he  found  a  letter,  .re- 
queuing his  prefence  for  a  few 
days.  Madame  de  Senanges  felt 
a  momentary  regret,  that  flie  muft 
mourn  the  abfence  of  her  lord, 
at  a  period  when  Ihe  flood  fo  much 
in  need  of  his  tender  confolation  ; 
butfriendfliip  prevailed  over  every 
felfifh  confideration ;  and  Ihe  fub- 
mltted  with  that  difinterefled  grace 
which  ever  marked  her  adlions. 
The  day  but  one  preceding  the 
expefted  return  of  the  Count,  the 
fudden  arrival  of  the  Duke  de 
^Gramont  roufed  the  mourning 
fillers  from  tli^ir  lethargy  of  forrow. 


Accuflomed 
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Accuftomed  to  fee  this  awful 
father,  from  their  earlicft  infancy, 
with  terror,  what  were  their  emo- 
tions upon  the  prefent  occafion ! 
Henrietta,  who,  by  her  obedience 
in  accepting  a  deftined  hufband, 
had  nothing  to  fear  for  herfelf; 
had  every  thing  to  dread  for  a 
beloved  fifter,  fhould  flie  find  her- 
felf unequal  to  the  tafk  of  fubmit- 
ing  to  his  cdmftiands  with  refig- 
nation.  Theabfence  of  the  Count 
was  now  rendered  more  particularly 
painful;  and  flie  appeared  before 
her  father  Vvith  agitations,  v/hich 
ivere  viiible  in  her  countenance. 
When  {he  informed  him,  that 
Monfieur  de  Senanges  was  detained 
at  Paris,  the  Duke  replied,  he 

fhould 


(  43  ) 
Iliould  then  rcqueft  thaf  he  would 
join  them  at  the  houfe  of  his 
future  fon-hi-law,  whither  he  ex- 
pc6ted  the  Countefs  would  attend 
her  fifter,  who  was  the  next  day 
to  be  united  to  her  illuflrious  lord. 
He  commanded  her  to  prepare 
Julia  for  this  event;  adding,  that 
he  Ihould  remain  at  Senanges  that 
night,  and  accompany  them  in 
their  fhort  journey,  to  be  prefent 
himfelf  at  the  celebration  of  a 
marriage  which  gave  an  alliance  of 
fuch  importance  to  his  family.  A 
filent  acquicfcence  was  the  only 
reply  that  Madame  de  Senanges 
was  capable  of  making,  to  a  com- 
mand (he  well  knew  was  abfolute. 
His  perfonal  appearance  on  this 

occafion 
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cccafion  fufficiently  proved  the 
decree  unalterable.  The  Duke 
kept  the  name  of  this  boafted  un- 
known a  profound  fccret ;  and  his 
daughters  were  totally  indifferent 
to  a  circumftance  of  little  moment 
to  minds  abforbed  in  real  grief. 
Henrietta  dreaded  to  inform  her 
fifter  of  the  fliort  interval  of  her 
liberty ;  but  Julia  fupported  the 
fudden  event  with  a  fortitude  Ihe 
little  expefted,  A  vidim  flie  was 
deftined  to  be,  and  a  viftim  flie 
was  determined  to  yield  herfelf  to 
an  inexorable  father,  without  pre- 
fuming  to  oppofe  any  ufelefs  efforts 
for  the  delay  of  a  facrifice  from 
which  flie  was  too  well  convinced, 
no  tears  could  refcue  her. 

The 
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The  Duke  de  Gramont  had 
brought  with  him  a  profufion  of 
coftly  ornaments  to  decorate  the 
lovely  offering  he  dedicated  to  his 
ambition. 

Wrapped  in  the  infenfibility  of 
private  forrow,  the  blooming  Julia 
fu(fered  herfelf  to  be  arrayed  for 
facrifice.  Serene  dejedion  fat  up- 
on her  countenance^  and  her  mild 
eyes  were  expreffive  of  the  rcfigna- 
tion  fhe  had  impofed  upon  a  heart 
alive  to  every  fentiment  of  filial 
duty. 

The  Duke's  equipage  led  th& 
way;  for  fome  leagues  theypurfued 
the  road  to  Paris;  but,  fuddenly 
changing  their  diredlion,  they 
ftruck  into  a  different  route  :  the 

fun 
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fun  was  declining  when  the  car- 
riages entered  the  gates  of  a  {lately 
edifice;  where,   on  alighting,  a 
band  of  mufic  inftantly  ftruck  up, 
attempting,  in  notes  of  fprightly 
harmony,  to  animate  the  foul  with 
joy.    They  were  received  by  a  no- 
bleman  of  majeftic  mien,  who, 
advanced  in  years,  appeared  with 
u  countenance  expreflive  of  bene- 
volence, tendernefs,  and  dignity. 
To  him  the  Duke  prcfented  his 
beauteous  trembling  daughter  ;  he 
faluted  her  with  an  air  of  blended 
admiration  and  refpeft. 

Refrefhments  of  various  kinds 
having  been  offered,  fomc  folding 
doors  w^ere  thrown  open,  and  dif- 
covered  a  chapel  grandly  illumi- 
nated. 
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natcd,  at  whofc  altar  the  facrcd 
knot  was  tied. 

The  lovely  Julia  fupported  her- 
fclf  through  the  folemn  fervice, 
nnd  pronounced  the  fatal  vow,  with 
a  firmnefs  which  aftoniflied  and  de- 
lighted the  Countcfs  and  Madame 
de  Tourville.  At  the  conclufion 
of  the  ceremony,  her  father  vouch- 
fafcd  to  beftow  the  blefling,  which 
his  kneeling  child  implored,  with 
3  frigid  haughtinefs  that  vifibly 
ftruck  her  new  lord,  who,  raifing 
the  duteous  fuppliant,  tenderly 
affurcd  her,  that  it  fliould  be  the 
conftant  endeavour  of  his  life  to 
merit  the  happincfs  and  honour  (he 
had  deigned  to  confer  on  him. 


The 
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The  Duke  dc  Gramont  with* 
drawing  with  his  noble  fon  into 
an  adjoining  room,  their  welcome 
abfence  permitted   the  mournful 
bride  to  relieve  the  oppreffion  of 
her  heart  by  a  torrent  of  tears  ; 
her  fympathizing  fifter  wept  over 
her  Julia,  while  Madame  de  Tour- 
ville  appeared  loft  in  thought,  re- 
volving in  her  mind  thefe  ftrange 
events.    The  fweet  objed  of  this 
interefting  grief  v/as  the  firft  who 
broke  the  pathetic  filence.  Sud- 
denly   recoUedling    herfelf,  flie 
wiped  away  the  traces  of  her  woe ; 
and,  with  a  look  of  gentleft  re- 
fignation,       forbear/'  llie  faid, 
my  fifter,  and  my  friend,  to  feel 
for  her,  who  is  now  herfelf  be- 

come 
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"come    indifferent    to    all  the 
"  world.    I  have  been  enabled  to 

fulfil  the  duty  of  a  daughter; 

and  I  dare  hope  that  the  vow, 
"  which  has  fo  recently  united  me 

by  the  moll:  facred  of  engage- 
^'  ments  to  the  hufband  of  a  fa- 
"  ther's  choice^  will  infpire  all  my 
"  attempts  towards  the  extindlion 
"  of  fentiments  inconfiflent  with 

the  duties  of  a  virtuous  wife/* 
She  ftifled  the  rifing  figh — re- 
pulfed  another  ftarting  tear ;  and, 
afluming  an  air  of  tranquillity,  fhe, 
at  the  re-entrance  of  her  father  and 
her  lord,  bore  but  faintly  on  her 
countenance  the  traces  of  a  forrow, 
Ihe  fecretly  cheriflied  in  the  remote 
receffes  of  her  heart, 

VOL.  I.  E  The 
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The  next  morning,  when  break- 
faft  re-affembled  the  family,  they 
met  in  a  gothic  temple,  upon  the 
banks  of  a  beautiful  river  which 
meandered  through  the  extenfive 
gardens  of  the  caftle.    While  they 
were  viewing  the  romantic  fcene 
before  them,  the  Lord  of  this  gay 
abode  informed  Madame  de  Se- 
nanges  that  the  Count  her  hufband 
would  join  her  in  a  few  hours,  to 
partake  of  the  feftivities  prepared 
for  the  celebration  of  thefe  happy 
nuptials.     It  is  this  day,  Madam,'^ 
faid  he,   turning  to  his  penfive 
bride,     that  I  intend  to  acknow- 
ledge  pubUcly  the  diftindtion  you 
have  condefcended  to  confer  on 
me,  and  to  prefent  you  to  a 

circle 
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^  circle  of  numerous  and  illuftrious 
^  friends,  widi  the  dignity  due  to 
^  your  exalted  rank,    I  muft  like- 
wife  introduce  to  you  three  fons, 
*^  who  are  haftening  hither  to  pay 
their  homage  to  the  mofl  amia- 
ble  of  mothers. — 

Permit  me  to  requeft  that  j^ou 
will  deign  to  grace  this  feftival, 
by  appearing  with  a  brilliancy 
fuitable  to  the  occafion — beauty^ 
like  yours,  it  Is  true,  can  re- 
ceive  no  addition  from  the  blaze 
of  jewels — but  your  quality  de- 
mands  it/* 

He  accompanied  thefe  words  by 
prcfenting   her  with  a  cafket  of 
fumptuous  diamonds. — Julia  re- 
ceived them  with  a  figh,  which,  to 
E  2  thofe 
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thofe  who  knew  the  fituation  of  her 
heart,  fpoke  a   rehiftant  acqui- 
efcence. 

At  the  end  of  the  repaft,  the 
ladies  retired  to  decorate,  with  un- 
welcome fplendor,  a  vidlim-bride, 
who  fufFered  herfelf  to  be  adorned^ 
without  feeling  the  leaft  intereft  in 
the  performance.  Every  art  was 
exhaufted  to  heighten  the  luftre  of 
her  native  charms;  and  fhe  quitted 
her  apartment,  to  attend  the  Coun- 
tefs,  the  moll  dazzling^  the  moft 
enchanting  figure  that  imagination 
could  paint. 

During  the  duties  of  the  toilet, 
her  women  had  more  than  once 
given  her  the  title  of  Madaime  the 
Marchionefs;  but  her  foul,  abforbed 

in 
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in  forrow,  paid  little  attention  to  a 
circumftance  totally  Indifferent  to 
her:  the  prefence  of  thefe  officious 
attendants  prevented  the  poflibility 
of  their  charming  miftrefs  having 
an  opportunity  of  unbofoming  the 
various  emotions  of  her  foul — at 
length  flie  found  herfelf  at  hberty 
from  fo  irkfome  a  conftraint,  and 
fhe  was  entering  upon  the  fubjedt 
of  her  forrovvs,  when  her  eyes  vvere 
attraded  by  the  mofh  intercfting 
objedl  they  could  behold. 

The  window  at  which  fhe  ftood 
commanding  the  flight  of  fteps 
which  led  into  the  hall,  the  hafty 
driving  of  a  carriage  to  the  door 

engaged  her   attention.  But 

E  3  what 
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what  was  her  fituation  when  flic 
beheld  the  Chevalier  de  Soiffons 
fpring  from  it!   {he  clafped  her 
hands  in  an  agony  of  diftrefs— 
Alas!''  fl:ie  exclaimed,  to 
complete  my  woes,  and  to  over- 
throw  the  firm  relolutions  of  my 
foul,  that  dear,  perfidious,  ba- 
niflied  lover,  comes  to  be  the 
cruel  witnefs  of  a  compliance 
he  himfelf  extorted  from  the 
wretched  Julia! 

Or  rather,^'   continued  Ihe, 
recolledling   herfelf,  and  gazing 
wildly  with  a  look  of  terror,  "  ani 
I  not  loft  for  ever !  and  is  not 
the  unfortunate  Auguftus  the  fm 
of  Julia's  huibajxd  I" 

The 
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The  appearance  of  Madame  de 
Tourville  too  foon  confirmed  thefe 
fatal  conjeftares. 

She  had  croffed  the  faloon  as 
Monfieur  de  Soiffons  entered  it, 
when  the  unexpedled  fight  of  each 
odier  revealed  the  fad  myfcery — 
Madame  de  Tourville  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  replying  to  his  exclama- 
tion at  the  fight  of  her  ;  the  attend- 
ing domeflics  retrained  her  emo- 
tions, and  the  Count  de  Senanges, 
whofc  arrival  had  preceded  that  of 
the  Chevalier  but  a  few  moments, 
meeting  him  ^t  this  junfture,  and 
feizing  him  by  the  arm,  they  both 
(hut  themfelves  into  a  fmall  adjoin- 
ing apartment. 

E  4  The 
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The  two  ladies  urged  every 
foothing  argument  to  arm  the 
Marchionefs  de  Soiffons  to  bear 
this  new  and  unexpeded  trial,  and 
to  fupport  an  unavoidable  inter- 
view with  firmnefs.  IMonfieur  de 
Senanges,  foon  requefling  admitr 
tance  into  the  drefling  room  of  the 
Countef§,  attempted  to  afluage  the 
emotions  of  her  lovely  fifter — he 
aflured  her  that  his  friend  had  pro- 
mifed  to  conceal  every  agitation  of 
his  heart,  and  to  pay  his  refpedts 
to  the  wife  of  his  father,  without 
giving  the  wwld  fufpicion  that  he 
was  his  rival. 

Ah,  Count  V  cried  the  Mar- 
chionefs,   diflblving    into  tears, 

how  fhall  I  fupport  the  horrors 

of 
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of  this  day  ?  —  opprcffed  by  ac- 
cumulated  forrows,  loft,  for  ever 
loft,  to  happinefs,  from  the  fatal 
moment  when  duty  urged  me 
to  facrifice  my  hand,  yet  do  I 
now  feel  a  redoubled  weight  of 
woe.    Oh,  Soiflbns !  SoifTons  ! 
thou  haft  undone  my  peace  of 
mind  for  ever,  in  exacting  my 
^'  compliance   with   this  ill-fated 
marriage  !    Would  to  heaven, 
that,  in  refigning  thee,  I  had,  in 
the  oblivion  of  a  convent,  taken 
a  facred  refuge!'' 
She  ceafed,  and  fat  for  fome  mo- 
ments, overwhelmed  by  an  agony 
of  grief :  but  (he  was  foon  roufed 
by  an  embafly  from  the  Marquis, 
fcquefting  to   be  honoured  with 

her 
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her  prefence  in  the  crowded  halL 
She  ftarted  at  the  fummons;  and, 
as  if  infpired  by  fome  fupernatural 
power,  ftie  wiped  the  tears  that 
trembled  in  her  eye,  and,  with  a 
look  of  fweeteft  compofure,  moved 
to  the  door  :  the  Marquis  met  her 
in  the  antich amber  ;  and,  expreff- 
ing  the  admiration  with  which  he 
beheld  her  ftriking  beauty,  he  led 
her  to  the  expecting  circle,  where 
€very  dazzled  eye  was  fixed  on  her 
alone.  The  Marquis  firft  prefented 
his  fons,  who  bowed,  and  faluted 
her  hand  :  when  flie  had  received 
the  cold  congratulations  of  the  two 
^ider  brothers,  who  furveyed  their 
bridal  mother  with  looks  of  difap- 
pointcd  avarice,  what  were  her  agi- 
tations 
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tations  to  behold  her  lover,  funk 
on  one  knee,  advancing  to  his  lip 
her  trembling  hand  !  —  they  were 
both  incapable  of  fpeech,  but  their 
eyes  were  eloquent :  yet,  fortu- 
nately, their  mutual  confufion  was 
unobferved ;  and  the  Marchionefs 
turned  round  fo  precipitately,  to 
receive  the  compliments  of  the 
company,  that  the  Chevalier  had  an 
opportunity  of  quitting  the  room, 
|.in perceived  by  all  but  Madame 
de  Tourville,  who  ventured  to  fol- 
low him  for  a  few  moments,  to 
regulate  his  behaviour.  She  found 
him  retired  into  a  portico  of  orange 
trees,  which  he  was  traverfing  with 
hafty  fteps  ;  he  wrung  her  hand  : 
^  And  now,  Madam,''  faid  he, 

with 
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with  a  look  of  agony,  my  rum 
is  complete;  the  only  objedt, 
which  could  render  life  fupport- 
able,  is  torn  for  ever  from  me. 

^'  Ah  !  and  by  whom  ?  Oh  Julia, 
Julia,  what  a  wretch  am  I  be- 
comer 

^'  For  heaven's  fake/'  faid  Ma^ 
dame  de  Tourville,  in  a  low  voice, 
moderate  thefe  tranfports ;  conr 
fider  where  you  are  ;  reflect, 
that,  by  an  imprudent  raflinefs, 
^*  you  will  develope  to  your  father 
the  fatal  fecret,  and  expofe  the 
fame  of  her  you  love  to  the  cen- 
fures  of  a  cruel  world    —  No, 
by  heaven!''  returned  the  Che- 
valier,     this  guilty  wretch  fhall 
die,  rather  than  fully  the  fpotlefs 
honour  of  her  name  !  —  Oh, 

Madame 
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Madame  de  Tourville  We 
lhall  be  fufpcftcd/'  interrupted 

(he,  with  tears  in  her  eyes;  let  us 
feparate ;  but,  to  prove  how 
fenfibly  I  intereft  myfelf  in  your 
repofe,  I  will  venture  to  meet 
you  to-morrow  morning,  at  the 
break  of  day,  in  the  painted  pa- 
vilion,  if  you  will  fuffcr  me  to 
reprefent  to  you  the  neceflity  of 
fubduing  a  paflion  fo  hopelefs, 
and  fo  deftruclive  to  your  peace. 
Adieu  till  then,  Chevalier ;  let 
me  conjure  you  to  keep  the 
ftridleft  guard  this  day  upon  your 
words,  your  looks,  your  adions, 
remembering,  that  the  honour 

^'  of  the  Marchionefs  is  at  ftake, 
and  depends  upon  the  condudl  of 

the 
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the  Chevalier  de  Soiffons/'  With 
thefe  words  (he  precipitately  with- 
drew ;  and  the  Count  de  Senanges, 
who  had  obferved  their  retreat, 
pafled  her,  as  he  haliened  to  join 
his  friend. 

The  day  was  diftinguiflied  by 
every  outward  mark  of  joy  :  the 
gardens  were  illuminated  in  the 
evening  ;  and  nothing  was  want- 
ing to  complete  the  magnificence 
of  the  entertainment.  In  the 
midft  of  thefe  fplendid  fcenes,  two 
hearts  alone  were  truly  wretched  : 
the  MarchioPiefs,  infenfible  to  plea- 
fure,  wiflied  ardently  for  a  period 
to  the  rejoicings,  upon  an  event 
which  caufed  her  mifery.  She 
ftudioufly,  and  delicately,  avoided 

the 
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tlie  fatal  objeft  of  her  tendereft 
fcntiments ;  while  the  Chevalier, 
at  an  awful  diftance,  abforbcd  in 
the  contemplation  of  her  beauty^ 
feemed  dead  to  every  other  idea. 

Towards  night,  the  Marchioneft, 
perceiving  her  attentive  friend 
Madame  de  Tourville  by  her  fide, 
in  one  of  the  illuminated  groves  of 
the  garden,  where  a  grand  orchef- 
tra  was  placed,  from  whence  the 
ear  was  charmed  by  notes  of  har- 
mony ;  ftie  complained  that  her 
fpirits  were  fo  opprefled,  with  the 
conftraint  fhe  had  undergone,  fhc 
wifhed  to  retire,  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, to  relieve  her  agitation. 
She  led  the  way ;  and  flriking  down 

a  folitary 
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a  folitary  path,  they  found  therrt-^ 
felves  at  the  entrance  of  a  hermi- 
tage^ which  received   light  only 
from  a  fingle  lamp.       This  fo- 
lemn  gloom/'  fald  the  fighing 
Marchionefs,  advancing  into  the 
cell,   and  finking  on  the  matted 
couch,      befits  the  fadnefs  of  a 
heart  like  mine  !  here,  unfeen^ 
may  1  indulge  my  forrows,  and 
pour  into  thy  faithful  participa- 
ting  bofom,  fome  part  of  that 
weight  of  grief    which  over- 
whelms  my  foul  !    What  a  day 
of  vvretchednefs  !    how  fatal  a 
fcene  for  the  poor  Auguftus ! 
Alas  !  and  has  the  wedded  Julia 
dared  to   pronounce  a  name, 
which  rigid  duty  fliould  banifli 

for 
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for  ever  from  her  lips?  Oh, 
affift  me,  my  friend,  to  erafe  from 
my  bofom  a  paffion,  by  every  ag- 
gravated  cucumftancc  rendered 
more  guilty.   Unfortunate,  dou- 
^'  bly  unfortunate,  JuUa  !    to  be 
^^juft  to  the    father,   you  nluft 
obUterate  the  remembrance  of 
the  fori!" — A  Ihower  of  tears 
gave  '  rehef   to    her   full  heart  ; 
Madame  de  Tourville  was  filent 
while  they  flowed  :  when  the  tor- 
rent began  tu  fubfide,      Yes,  my 
beloved  child,''  faid  (he,     I  wiU 
endeavour,  by  every  art  in  footh- 
ing  friendfhip's  power,  to  heal 
the  forro^v^s  of  your  wounded 
*^  heart;  and,  by  degrees,  to  wean 
It  from  an  attachment  f^ital  to 
VOL,  !•  F  everv 
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every  hope  of  happinefs ;  an<J 
reft  affured,  that  the  Chevalier 
will  fet  you  an  example  worthy 
imitation  ;  your  honour^  your 
repofe,  are  dear  to  him ;  he  re- 
veres  his  amiable  father;  —  to- 
morrow,  at  the  dawn  of  day,  I 
have  appointed  an  inter view^ 
when  I  flatter  myfelf  you  will 
authorife  me  to  infift" —  Ah^ 
my  deareft  Tourville,'^  inter- 
rupted the  Marchionefs,  let  not 
the  Chevalier  fuppofe  me  privy 
to  a^  meeting,  that  lave  might 
interpret  as  an  encouragement 
to  fentiments,  which  neither  of 
us  can  ft  ill  retain,  without  a 
crime.  My  confcicnce  is  now 
relponfible  to  a  hufl:)and  for 

every 
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every  idea  which  rebels  againft 
my  duty-    Ah,  my  friend,  leave 

*^  no  argument  unurged  to  prevail 
upon  him  to  quit  the  caftle  ;  let 
him  remove,  far  from  her  who. 
is  loft  to  him  for  ever,  a  fatal 
objedt,  which,  in  recalling  fcenes 

*^  of  vifionary  happinefs,  can  only 
aggravate  her  prefent  mifery. 
Thefe  are  my  fentiments;  and 
I  conjure  you  by  your  friendfhip, 
no  more  to  name  a  fubjedl  which 

^'  the  nice  fenfe  of  honour  difal- 
lows/' 

She  arofe,  filently  followed  by 
Madame  de  Tourville,  who  glo- 
ried in  the  heart  fhe  had  early 
trained  to  virtue.  In  rejoining  the 
company,  they  found  the  Marquis 
F  2  anxioufly 
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anxioufly  feeking  his  fair  Marchi- 
onefs  :  upon  his  tenderly  inquiring 
where  fhe  had  fo  long  concealed 
herfelf,  with  an  alTumed  fmile,  fhe 
told  him  that  a  winding  path  had 
prompted  her  curiofity,  and  led  her 
to  a  hermitage,  where  Ihe  hoped  the 
emblems  of  mortality,  which  (he 
had  feen,  had  taught  her  an  ufeful 
leflbn.    During  the  courfe  of  the 
evening,  it  had  been  concerted, 
between  the  Count  and  Countefs 
de  Senanges,  that  the  feparation  of 
Auguftus,  from  the  fatal  obje6t  of 
his  love,  was  a  ftep  which  pru- 
dence rendered  abfolutelyneceflary. 
Monfieur   de  Senanges  refolved, 
therefore,  to  plead  the  urgency  of 
bufinefs,  as  an  excufe  for  quitting 

the 
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the  Marquis  the  following  day ; 
hoping  to  prevail  upon  his  unhappy 
friend  to  accompany  his  return. 
They  were  fenfible  that,  though 
the  Marchionefs  would  *  tenderly 
regret  the  departure  of  her  fifter, 
(he  would  not  only  acquiefce  in,  but 
promote,  a  ftep  which  propriety 
diflated,  and  her  delicacy  mufl: 
approve.  They  agreed  that  Ma- 
dame de  Tourville  fhoutd  remain 
behind  ;  as  her  participating  friend- 
fhip  might,  in  fome  meafure,  alle- 
viate the  forrows  of  their  Julia. 

The  next  morning,  punctual  to 
their  appointment,  Madame  de 
Tourville  and  the  Chevalier  met 
in  the  pavilion ;  It  was  vifible,  in 
the  pale  looks  of  the  latter,  that  he 
F  3  had 
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liad  paffed  a  fleeplefs  night:  Ma- 
dame de  Tourville,  obferving  it, 
took  occafion  to  entreat  him  to 
exert  his  reafon  in  fubduing  fo 
ill-fated,  fo  hopelefs,    a  paffion. 
He  ihook  his  head  ;  ^^Alas!"  faid 
he,      IS  it  pofTible  to  eradicate  a 
fentiment  interwoven  with  my 
very  exiftence  ?"  —     Shall  the 
Marchionefs,''  replied  Ihe,  fet 
an  example  fo  admirable,  and 
will  not  the  Chevalier  de  Soif- 
fons  imitate  it  ?    You  were  yef- 
terday  yourfelf  a  witnefs  to  the 
dignity,  the  greatnefs,  of  het 
condudt,  in  perhaps  the  moll 
trying  fituation,  which  a  heart 
of  fenfibility  could  experience!'* 
Yes/'  interrupted  Auguftus,  I 

"  obferved 
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*^  obferved  it  all,  and  in  her  bc- 
held  all  that  is  lovely,  all  that 
is  excellent,  in  woman  !   I  faw 

"  the  virtuous  conflifts  of  her  foul ; 
and  her  angelic  face,  averted 
from  me,  feemed  to  glow  with 
more  than  mortal  beauty  :  un- 
feen,  I  followed  her  alluring 
fteps,  and,  in  a  remote  corner  of 
the  hermitage,  heard  the  foft  ac- 
cents  of  her  plaintive  voice, 
which,  by  heaven  infpired,  ut- 
tered  the  didiates  of  a  fpotlefs 
heart.  I  was  fafcinated  ;  and, 
while  fhc  fixed  my  doom  of 
banifhment,  adored  the  virtue 
that  pronounced  my  death  !  for 
oh!  1  cannot  exifl:  without  be- 
holding  her/*  —  Will  you, 
F  4  then/* 
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then/'  faid  Madame  de  Tour- 
ville,    while  youconfefs  the  jiiftice 
of  the  fentence,  hefitate  to  com- 
ply  with  it?^'— No,  Madam," 
replied  the  Chevalier  wildly,  die 
Marchionefs  fhall  be  obeyed ; 
the  commands  of  the  mother 
fhall  decide  the  fate  of  the  de- 
voted  fon !   we   hover   on  the 
brink  of  an  eternal  feparation, — 
the  awful   hour  approaches 
He  clafped  his  hands  with  fervour, 
and,  wdth  a  countenance  of  ftrong 
defpair,  flood  motionlefs.  Madame 
de  Tourville,  whofe  fympathetic 
tendernefs   of  foul   was  fenfibly 
afFedled,     became  ^  novv^  vifibly 
alarmed.        For  heaven's  fake,'' 
cried  Ihe,     fpeak  not,  look  not, 

'  '  fo 
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fo  terribly  !    Will  you,  by  the 
"  perpetration  of  a  deed  fatal  to 
"  yourfelf,  plunge  a  dagger  in  the 
bofom  of  her  you  love  ?  will  you 
kill  your  Julia       "  My  Julia!'' 
interrupted  he  with  emotion,  ah^ 
"  no  !   my  father's  Julia.    Alas  ! 
"  my  happy  father  V   His  voice 
faukered,  and  he  melted  into  tears^ 
Degenerate  Auguftus,''  conti- 
nued he,     and  canft  thou  weep  a, 
"  parent's  happinefs?  —  nay,  can  I 
deem  him  bleft,  who  has  the 
hand  without  the  heart  of  Julia? 
or  can  that  ,  man  be  abfolutely 
wretched,  who  is  in  poffeflion  of 
^'  fo  invaluable  a  treafure?"  Hi^ 
features  brightened  into  a  momen-. 
tary  ray  cf  pleafurc  ;  but  foon  the 

mournful 
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mournful  fmile  was  banifhed  by 
a  figh ;  then,  turning  to  Madame 
de  TourvUle,     Dread  nothing/* 
faid  he^      from  my  defpair,  that 
can  afFe6V  the  peace  or  honour 
of  the  Marchionefs:  tell  her,  the 
unfortunate  Auguftus  is  already 
felf  exiled.  This  day  I  lliall  ac- 
company  the  return  of  the  Count 
"  and  Countefs  to  Senanges ;  there 
may  I   indulge   my    forrows  ; 
there,  guiltlefs,  may  I  breathe 
my  hopelefs  fighs,  and,  in  the 
gloom    of  thofe  embowering 
fhades,  trace  the  dear  footfteps 
of  my  angel  Julia/* 
Madame  de  Tourville  applauded 
the  intended  departure  of  the  Che- 
Valier ;  and,  having  foothed  him 

with 
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xvitli  her  friendly  arguments,  flic 
flattered  herfelf  that  flie  left  him 
more  compofed. 

When  the  Marchloncfs  received 
intelligence  of  the  propofed  imme* 
diate  departure  of  the  Count  and 
Countefs,  her  firft  fenfations  were 
thofe  of  grief ;  Ihe  could  not  but 
tenderly  regret  the  fociety  of  fa 
beloved  a  fifter ;  yet  a  confcious 
intereft  in  the  forrows  of  Auguftus, 
which  might  be  foftened  by  the 
fympathy  of  friendfhip,  reconciled 
her  to  a  ftep,  which,  but  for  that 
confideration,  would  have  rendered 
her  inconfolable. 

This  was  a  day  of  general  de- 
parture :  the  company,  who  had 
remained  till  the  morning  at  the 

caftle. 


(  76  .) 
caftic,  met  now  to  feparate.  The 
Duke  de  Gramont  was  among  the 
firft  who  quitted  the  caftle.  He 
bade  adieu  to  his  daughters  with 
that  cold  indifference  which  marked 
his  parental  charadler :  uninterefted 
in  their  happinefs,  the  only  fatif- 
faftion  his  fordid  mind  was  capa- 
ble of  receiving  derived  its  fource 
from  the  fuccefs  of  his  ambitious 
views.  The  remaining  guefts  were 
in  a  (hort  time  difperfed,  and  the 
dreaded  moment  now  arrived 
which  was  to  feparate  thofe  hearts 
fo  tenderly  attached.  The  parting 
farewell  of  the  lovely  fifters  was 
affeding.  Henrietta,  whofe  foul 
bled  for  her  Julia,  entreated  her  to 
take  comfort,  and  promifed  to  re- 
peat 
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peat  her  vifit  at  the  caftle  In  a  few 
weeks,  Thh  Chevalier,  offering  his 
hand  to  lead  Madame  de  Senanges 
to  her  carriage,  turned  to  the  weep- 
ing Marchionefs,  and  made  her  a 
refpeftful  bow,  with  a  look  ex- 
preflive  of  the  ftrongeft  fcnfibility 
and  anguifli : — grief  denied  him 
utterance,  and  he  haftened  into  the 
carriage  to  conceal  the  agitation  of 
his  burlling  heart. 

Julia,  who,  notwithftanding  all 
her  efforts,  had  yet  made  little 
progrefs  towards  the  extindlion  of 
her  fatal  paflion,  felt  the  departure 
of  the  Chevalier  with  all  the  force 
of  forrovv;  and  the  tears,  which 
followed  in  quick  fucceffion  down 
her  lovely  cheek,  while  they  feemed 

to 
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to  lament  a  fifter,  in  reality  flowed 
for  the  moft  amiable,  moft  unfor- 
tunate, of  lovers. 

The  Marquis  in  the  tendered 
manner  attempted  to  afluage  her 
afflidlion;  he  regretted  the  neceffity 
which  called  away  the  Countefs, 
and  entreated  his  charming  wife  to 
prefs  the  early  return  of  a  fifter  fo 
dear  to  her. 

^  The  Marcliionefs  dc  Soiflbns, 
young  as  (he  was,  yet  was  happily 
endowed  with  a  ftreng;th  of  reafon 
and  refokition  above  her  years. 
No  fooner  had  (he  time  for  retire- 
ment and  recollection,  than  fhe 
calmly  reprefentcd  to  herfelf  the 
necefTity  fhe  was  under  to  refbrain 
the  fenfibility  of  her  feelings.  She 

confidered 
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confidered  that  the  folitude,  which 
might  probably  fucceed  the  com- 
pany that  had  hitherto  engaged  her 
lord's  attention,  would  leave  him 
at  liberty  to  remark  thofc  agitations 
of  foul,  which   might  lead  him 
from  fufpicion  to  the  difcovery  of 
her  fatal  partiality  for  his  fon ;  and, 
guiltlefs  as  it  was,  might  caufc  an 
eternal  breach  in  his  parental  affec- 
lion.    She  refolved  to  pay  a  facred 
regard  to  the  marriage  vow,  and 
by  the  moft  winning  attention  and 
refpedl  to  merit  the  tendernefs  he 
profeffed  for  her,    Miftrefs  of  each 
elegant  accomplifliment,  flie  deter- 
mined, by  a  variety  of  employ- 
ments, to  banifli  as  much  as  poffible 
from  her  heart  every  idea  incon- 

fiftenr 
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^ftent  with  her  duty.  A  tafte  £01* 
books  (he  had  early  imbibed ;  ia 
mufic  (he  very  eminently  excelled; 
in  painting  few  were  her  fuperiors; 
thefe  were  refources  to  a  mind 
fituated  like  that  of  Julia ;  by  fuch 
avocations  fhe  hoped  to  diffipate,  in 
fome  meafure^  the  influence  of 
grief,  and  to  conceal,  under  the  ap- 
pearance of  content,  the  fecrct 
emotions  of  a  wounded  ^  heart. 
From  the  foothing  f  rlendlhip  of  her 
dear  friend  Tourville  flie  expefted 
much  confolation.  But,  above  all, 
fhe  placed  her  greateft  confidence 
in  the  aflifting  influence  of  that 
power  Supreme,  whom  fhe  had 
chofen,  from  the  firfl:  rays  of  dawn- 
ing reafon,  to  be  her  fureft  guide 

throudi 

o 
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through  the  intricate  paths  of 
life. 

In  the  evening  of  the  day  that 
had  difperfcd  the  gay  affembly,  the 
Marquis,  obferving  a  tender  melan- 
choly on  the  features  of  his  Julia, 
propofed,  with  a  view  to  aniufe 
her  thoughts,  to  give  her  a  more 
accurate  furvey  of  his  magnificent 
manfion,  than  he  had  yet  found  an 
opportunity  of  doing.  She  fmiled 
aflcnt,  and  followed  her  conduftor. 
After  having  traverfed  feveral  no- 
ble apartments,  fuperbly  fitted  up 
with  the  fincft  tapeftry,  and  moft 
finiflied   paintings;       And  now. 

Madam,''  faid  the  Marquis^  un- 
locking a  door,  imperceptible  to 
the  eye,  "  I  am  going  to  raife  ydtir 

VOL  I.         G  curiofity. 
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-'^  curiofity,  and  at  the  fame  to  fa:- 
tisfy  it.    Enter  into  the  clofet, 
where  you  and  your  friend  will 
find  yourfelves  greatly  intereft- 
ed/'    The  defcent  of  a  few  fteps 
led  them  into  a  fmall  but  elegant 
room,  where  the  firft  objedl  that 
claimed  their  attention  was  a  por- 
trait of  the  late  Duchefs  de  Gra- 
mont :  the  ladies  gazed  with  mu- 
tual pleafure:  "  Well  might  you 
^'  imagine/'  faid  Madame  de  Soif- 
fons,      that  the  pidure  of  my 
amiable  mother  would  yield  me 
the   trueft  fatisfadlion :   and  I 
owe  my  fadier  a  fenfible  obliga- 
^'  tion  for  a  gift  more  precious  to 
his  daughter  than  any  odier  he 
could  beftow/'    Ah,  Madam!'' 

returned 
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returned  the  Marquis,  It  is  not 
to  a  parent,  but  to  a  lover  and  a 
hulband,  that  you  owe  the  pof- 
feflion  of  that  beautiful  original, 
which  fo  perfeftly  rcfembles 
yourfelf.  The  daughter  is,  what 
the  enchanting  mother  was. 
You  inherit  every  charm  and 
virtue  which  once  bloomed  in 
her  !  — Permit  me,  my  lovely 
Julia,  to  lay  open  the  recefles  of 
a  heart,  which,  till  its  propitious 
fuit  to  you,  filently  regretted  a 
lofs  you  only  could  reftore — let 
me  reveal  the  myftery  of  a  mar- 
riage,  which  muft,  to  your  deli- 

"  cacy,  have  appeared  fo  fudden 
and  abrupt.'*    Varied  emotions, 

during  this  addrefs,  afFedted  the 
G  2  bofom 
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bofom  of  the  Marchionefs :  tender- 
nefs,  furprife^  and  expcilation,  al- 
ternately oppreffed  her ;  but  fhe 
was  fiknt :  —  flie  fuffered  the  Mar- 
quis to  feat  her  on  a  fofa,  to  place 
himfelf  by  her,  and  to  purfue  the 
following  narrative  without  inter- 
ruption. 

Returning  at  the  age  of  three- 
and-twenty  from  a  tour  through 
Europe,  I  was  welcomed  by  my 
father  with  open  arms.  He  foon 
informed  me  that  he  had,  during 
my  abfence,  negociated  for  me 
an  affair  of  no  lefs  importance 
than  that  of  marriage,  with  a 
young  heirefs,  of  immenfe  for- 
tune,  and  not  deficient  in  per- 
fonal  attractions.    As  my  time 

^^and 
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and  attention,  in  the  courfe  of 
^'  my  travels^  had  been  too  much 
engrofled  to  i'uffcr  my  heart  to 
receive  any  lafting  impreflions 
from  the  power  of  beauty,  I  did 
not  contradid  my  father's  hopes, 
whofc  generous  indulgence  to- 
wards  his  fon  merited  every  mark 
of  gratitude  and  duty.  On  my 
introduftion  to  Mademoifelle  de 
Navarre,  though  I  felt  no  emo- 
tions  at  the  firft  view  of  her  per- 
fon,  yet,  as  I  could  not  but  ac- 
knowledge  it  to  be  handfome, 
with  inclinations  unprepoffefled, 
I  found  no  abfolutc  repugnance 
to  fulfil  an  engagement  to  which 
I  had  been  prepared  to  give  a 
pafiive  aflent,  Alas!  too  foon  I 
G  3  ^'  became 
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became  fenfible  that  my  devoted 
heart  was  formed  for  ftronger  fen- 

^'  timents  than  cold  approbation.  I 
was  attending  my  future  bride  at 
an  opera,  when  Mademoifelle  de 
Valiere  appeared  in  an  oppofite 
box,  with  all  the  dazzling  luftre 
of  that  enchanting  beauty  which 

^'  now  fliines  in  you !  The  iniipid 
charms  of  Mademoifelle  de  Na- 
varre  were  totally  negledled  by 

^'  me.  My  eyes,  and  every  faculty 
of  my  foul,  were  loft  in  contem- 
plating  thofe  attractions,  which 
claimed  the  attention  of  each  be- 

^'  holder.  The  Duke  de  Gramont 
was  the  envied  objcd:  admitted 
to  a  feat  behind  this  lovely  para- 
gon.    He  divided  his  converfa- 

"  tion 
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tion  between  the  Baronefs  her 
mother,  and  herfelf ;  flie  ap- 
pcared  to  hear  him  with  indif* 
ference,  to  anfwer  him  with  re- 
ferve,  and  to  be  at  the  fame  time 
infenfible  of  the  univerfal  admi- 

"  ration  (he  excited.  Having  been 
acquainted  with  Madame  de  Va- 
Here  before  I  quitted  France, 
though  I  had  never  feen  her 

^'  charming  daughter  till  that  fatal 
night,  I  had  a  fufficient  claim  to 

^'  introduce  myfelf;  and,  forgetting 
the  attention  due  to  Mademoifelle 
de  Navarre,  I  abruptly  quitted 
the  box,  and  haftened  to  pay  my 
refpecls  to  the  Baronefs  dc  Va- 
Here.  She  welcomed,with  polite- 

^-  nefs,  my  return  to  France ;  and 
G  4  prefented 
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prefented  me  by  name  to  her 
beauteous  daughter.  —  Perhaps 
my  fentiments  were  inteUigent 
in  my  eyes  :  fhe  received  my 
compliments  with  mingled  dig- 
nity  and  fweetnefs^  while  a  cap- 
tivating  blufh  heightened  the 
carnation  of  her  glowing  cheek. 
The  happy  Gramont  kept  his 
envied  feat,  bowing  his  head  with 
an  air  of  triumph.  I  was  ab- 
forbed  in  the  filent  admiration 
of  this  lovely  creature;  when  the 
Baronefs  thought  proper  to  re- 
mind  me  of  a  far  lefs  pleafing 
objeft,  by  congratulating  me 
upon  my  approaching  marriage. 
I  replied  only  with  an  involun- 
tary  figh  ;  and^  taking  the  cruel 

hint. 
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hint,  returned  to  Madcmoifcllc 

^'  de  Navarre,  who  maHcloufly  in- 
formed  me,  while  the  confcious 
envy  of  inferior  beauty  flalhcd 
from  her  eye,  that  the  bright  ftar, 

^'  to  whom  I  had  been  offering  my 

"  adoration,  would  fliortly  difap- 
pear,  as,  during  the  abfence  of 
the  Duke  de  Gramont,  to  whom 
Ihe  was  folcmnly  contraftcd,  Ihc 
intended  to  conceal  her  dan- 
gerous  charms  within  the  facred 
barriers  of  a  convent  ;  it  being 

^'  determined  by  the  Baronefs,  her 
mother,  that  the  marriage  fliould 

"  not  take  place  till  the  Duke  had 
finifhed  his  campaigns,  about 
which  period  Mademoifelle  de 
Valicrc  v/ould  attain  her  nine- 

teenth 
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teenth  year.  This  intelligence, 
and  the  recolle£tion  of  my  own 
impendingchains^fmote  my  heart 
with  a  pang  of  anguifli  which  I 
had  never  till  that  hour  experi- 
enced.  But  my  honour  was  en- 
gaged  beyond  retraftion,  and  I 

^'  felt  a  fecret  confolation,  when  I 
reflefted,  that  my  engagements 
with  Margaret  de  Navarre  were 
not  the  only  obftacles  which  op- 
pofed  my  inclinations  for  the  ir- 
refiftible  Henrietta  de  Valiere; 
fince,  had  I  been  free  myfelf  to 
make  the  olfcr  of  my  hand,  the 
Duke's  indifputable  pretenfions 

^'  would  have  been  fufficient  to 
render  every  hope  delufive.  The 
next  evening,  however,  led  by 
infatuation, 
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infatuation,  I  attended  the  aflem- 
bly    of   Madame  de  Valiere  ; 

"  where,  while  the  Duke,  who, 
in  fuch  enviable  circumliances, 

^'  could  ncgleft  fo  lovely  a  woman 
for  piquet,  was  totally  engroifed 

^'  by  his  favourite  game,  I  had  the 
charming  dangerous  opportunity 
of  difcoverino;  new  enchantments 
in  the  converfation  of  Mademoi- 
felle  de  Valiere:  her  voice  was 
harmony  —  her  figure  perfect 
beauty— her  every  motion  grace. 
She  received  my  compliments 
with  that  fweet  timidity,  that 
unaffefted  dignity,  which  fpoke 

^'  her  inborn  innocence  of  foul.  I 
prefumcd  not  to  be  too  particular 

^'  in  my  attentions  to  this  bewitch- 

ing 
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^'  ing  objedl;  but,  though  I  did 
^'  not  fufier  myfelf  to  continue  at 
^'  her  fide  the  whole  evening,  yet 
my  fafcinatcd  eyes  ceafed  not  to 
gaze  upon  her.    I  obferved  her 
^'  deportment,  eafy   and  winning 
^'  to  all  who  addreffed  her  ;  but 
took  particular  notice  that,  when 
her  lover  approached,  her  ani- 
mated  countenance  varied;  Ihe 
turned  pale,  then  a  rofeate  blufh, 
^'  in  quick  fucceffion,  tinged  her 
traniparent  flcin.    Methought  I 
could  difcern  in  her  expreffive 
eye,  that,  though  her  hand  was 
plighted  to  the  Duke,  her  heart 
had  no  fhare  in  the  engagement. 
With  tender  regret  I  anticipated 
her  woes  and  my  own,  in  our 

impending 
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impending  fate,  which  doomed 
us  each  to  utter joylcfs,  lovclefs, 
vows,   that  would   enfure  our 
inevitable  mifcry  ! 

I  was  weak  enough,  inconfi- 
derate  of  danger,  to  feize  with 
avidity  every  opportunity  of  be- 
ing  in  the  prcfence  of  this  fatal 
charmer:  each  interview  contri- 
buted  to  fix  deeper  in  my  bofom 
an  irradicable  paflion  ;  while, 
confclous  of  our  feparate  engage- 
ments,  I  could  not  flatter  myfelf 
with  the  moft  diftant  ray  of 
"  hope. 

"  Thus  did  I  purfue  the  alluring 
path  that  led  to  ruin,  till  the 
fudden  retreat  of  Midemoifellc 
^'  de  Valiere  to  the  dcftined  con- 

vent 
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vent  roufed  me  from  my  trance 
of  paflion ;  and  my  father  urging 
me  to  fulfil  my  contract  with 
Margaret  de  Navarre,  in  a  fit  of 

^'  defpair  I  led  her  to  the  altar, 
and  united  myfelf  to  a  woman 
incapable  of  fupplanting  in  my 
heart  the  too  lovely  Henrietta^ 
from  a  total  oppofition  of  cha- 

^'  racier.  I  found  little  reafon  for 
felf-reproach  from  my  confcious 
indifference  towards  my  wife, 
whofe  condudt,  on  becoming 
Marchionefs  de  Soiilbns,  con- 
vinced  the  world,  as  well  as  my- 

^'  felf,  that  ambition,  not  prefe- 

^'  rence  of  me,  had  influenced  her 
to  beftow  her  hand.  As  I  had 
not  a  heart  to  give  her  in  ex- 

change. 
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change,  I  rejoiced  at  a  difregard, 
which  rendered  me  lefs  culpable; 
her  tenderncfs  and  attention  muft 
have  enfured  my  cftecm,  my 

^'  gratitude,  and  have  condemned 
my  fecret  fentiments,  while  her 
conftant  neglcds,  and  impcriouf- 
nefs  of  temper,  fortified  my 
difinciination  towards  her.  Un- 

^'  concerned  I  beheld  her  rage  for 
difljpated  pleafurcs ;  and,  infcn- 
fiblc  to  the  pangs  of  jealous  love, 
1  faw  her  furroundcd  by  a  crowd 
of  flatterers,  whofe  adulations  flie 
received  with  vifible  delight. 
With  far  other  fenfatlons  I  be- 
held  the  happy  Gramont,  when, 
three  years  afterwards,  he  receiv- 
ed  the  hand  of  the  incomparable 
Henrietta; 
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Henrietta  ;  and,  vain  of  fuch  a  ^ 
bride,  feemed  proud  to  boaft  his 
triumph  to  die  world.  And  ah  ! 
^  how  different  was  her  deport- 
'  ment  to  that  of  the  Marchionefs; 

*  though  her  unparalleled  beauty 
^  engaged  the  admiration  of  every 
'  beholder,  her  affability  and 
^  fweetnefs  were  fo  guarded  by 
^  the  native  dignity  of  her  man- 
^  ners,  that  flie  repulfed  the  adorer 
^  while  flie  attracted  adoration. 

The  Duchefs  de  Gramont  ap- 
peared  in  public,  with  all  the 

*  magnificence  fuitable  to  her  rank ; 
^  but  it  was  vifible  that  her  fupe- 

rior  mind  was  formed  for  other 
fcenes  than  thofe  gay  and  trifling 
circles,   which  (he  frequented 

onlv 
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only  in  compliance  with  a  huf- 
band^s  wifhes.  A  fweet  ferene 
deje6lion  fpread  an  interefting 
languor  over  her  countenance, 
and  feemed  to  exprefs  her  gentle 
fubmiffion  to  a  fate  irrevocable. 
How  did  I  reproach  our  adverfe 
ftars,  which  had  apparently  ren- 
dered  wretched  two  hearts,  whofe 
union  with  each  other  might 
have  crowned  our  mutual  hap- 
pincfs!  Yet  far  be  from  my 
mind  the  prcfumptive  idea,  that 
this  exalted  woman  beftowTd  a 
thought  of  preference  on  me  : 

^  no,  her  delicacy  of  foul  w^as  inca- 
pable  of  deviating,  even  in  fen- 

'  timcnt,  from  the  duty  fhe  owed 
a  hufband,  by  the  mod  dlftant 
VOL.  I.       H  '^encourage- 
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encouragement  of  a  rival :  (lie 
never  appeared  in  public  without 
the  Duke,  or  unaccompanied  by 
fome  of  his  female  acquaintance: 
by  this   prudent    condudl  flie 
kept  her  adorers  at  a  diftance^ 
and  fet  the  tongue  of  fcandal 
at  defiance.     Soon   after  our 
marriage,  having  one  day  at-, 
tended  the  Marchionefs  to  a  ce- 
lebrated  painter's^  where  fhe  was 
fitting  for  her  pidture ;  I  was. 
charmed  with  the  firft  view  of 
that  beauteous  portrait  now  be- 
fore  you,  that  fweet  refemblance 
of  a  yet  more  lovely  original 
dying  to  become  poffeffed  of 
fuch  a  treafure,      by  a  confi- 
derable  gratuity,  purchafed  it 

"  of 
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of  the  venal  artift,  who  promifed 
to  fend  it  privately  when  he  had 
finin^d  an  exadt  copy.  To  remove 
^'  the  fliadow  of  reflexion  from  the 
^'  character  of  Mademoifellc  dc  Va  • 
Here,  which  might,  without  pre- 
caution,  have  fuffered  from  fuch 
a  myfterious  ftep,  I  told  him,  that 
I  was  colle6linp;  a  fet  of  the  mod 
admired  beauties  of  the  court,  to 
adorn  a  gallery  at  one  of  my 
caftles ;  and  added,  fmiling,  that 
he  muft  do  all  poflible  juftice  to 
the  charms  of  my  wife,  that  they 
might  not  be  eclipfed  by  thofe 
of  her  deftined  companions. 

I  flew  hither  with  my  newly 
acquired  treafure  ;  and,  having 
completed  this  cabinet,  I,  with 
H  2  my 
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my   own   hands,  placed 
pifture  in  that  deftined  recefs, 

^'  and  here  propofed  to  pafs  my 
deareft  hours  in  foothing  folitude. 
The  Marchionefs,  who  was  to- 
tally  unacquainted  wdth  this  my 

*^  invifible  refort,  never  fu£pe6led 
the  occafion  of  my  frequent  ab- 
fence;  and,  fatisfied  with  my 
reftraining  her  in  no  amufements, 
Ihe  did  not  intereft  herfelf  \n 
my  purfuits. 

Hours,  days,  months,  and 
years,  pafled  on  in  this  manner, 
and  found  my  heart  in  the  fame 
fituation.  My  fole  dehght  was 
centered  in  contemplating  this 
dear  refemblanee  of  the  mod 
adorable  of  women !    Hither  I 

frequently 
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f 

frequently  retired  from  the  infi- 
pid  joys  of  public  life,  to  indulge 
in  folitude  my  unavailing  paffion. 
Six  years  had  revolved  fince  the 
marriage  of  theDuchefs  de  Gra- 
mont,  when,  in  the  full  luftre 
of  undiminiflied  beauty,  fhe  ap- 
peared  once  more  at  Paris,  Her 
charms,  it  Is  true,  were  unim- 
paired  ;  but  the  rofeate  bloom 
of  happinefs  had  forfaken  her 

"  cheek  :  yet  the  delicate  languor, 
the  look  of  plaintive  fweetnefs, 
that  remained,  only  rendered  her 
more  intereftingly  lovely.  The' 
Duke,  (pardon  me,  my  JuHa,  if 
I  prefume  to  arraign  his  condudl) 

"  by  publicly  attaching  himfelf, 
fucceffively,  to  a  variety  of  ob- 
H3  ^^jeds. 
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je<5ls,  proved  the  inconftancy  of 
his  difpofition  :  but  his  celeftial 
wife  bore  every  wrong  with  pa- 
tient  refignation,  nor  ever  for  a 
motnent  deviated  from  the  moft 
perfedl  fubmiffion  to  his  will  : 
(lie  fliunned  the  crowded  fcenes 
of  diffipation  ;  and^  as  her  pre- 
fence  was  no  longer  neceffary  to 
enhance  his  pleafures,  flie  feldom 
appeared  in  public ;  her  children 
now  claimed  her  attention  and 
neglected  tendernefs  ;  their  fweet 
careffes  compenfated^  in  fome 
degree^  for  the  indifference  of 
her  lord  ;  and^  in  the  endearing 
affedions  of  the  mother,  Ihe  en- 
deavoured  to  forget  the  indigni- 
ties  of  an  ungrateful  hulband. 

The 
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The  laft  time  I  had  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  beholding  this  adorable 
woman,  flic  appeared  furrounded 
with  ten  thoudmd  new  and  varied 
charms :  the  interefting  charafter 
of  parent  feemed  to  adorn  even 
her  incomparable  beauty  with 
added  graces.  One  day,  fome 
confequential  bufmefs  rendering 

^Van  interview  with  the  Duke  de 
Gramont  neceflary,  I  repaired 
to  his  hotel,  where  I  was  in- 

"  formed  that  he  had  quitted  it  a 
few  preceding  moments.  As  the 
affair  rather  required  difpatch,  I 
requefted  admittance  into  his  li- 
brary,  to  WTite  a  note  of  expla- 

"  nation  for  his  perufal  at  his  re- 
turn.  Having  written  and  fealed 
H  4  the 
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the  letter,  as  I  was  rifing  to  de- 
^'  part,  fome  infantine  voices  at- 
traded  my  fteps  to  an  open  win- 
dow  which  overlooked  the  gar- 
den.    Good  Heavens  !  what  an 
interefling    pidure  ftruck  my 
view  !    In  a  verdant  alcove  of 
intermingled  jeflaminc  and  rofes, 
fat  the  lovelieft  of  women  !  Each 
^'  fnowy  arm  encircled  a  blooming 
^'  cherubim  !    Thefe  fweet  inno- 
cents  were  adorning  with  flowers 
her  fliining  ringlets  :  how  fliall 
I  defcribe  her  countenance  !  — 
it  fpoke  all   the  mother ;  her 
cheek  was  animated  with  the 
glow  of  pleafure  ;  fmiles  of  ma- 
ternal  fondnefs  dimpled  round 
ber  mouth,  and  in  the  mild  efful- 

gence 
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gcncc  of  her  eyes  beamed  more 
than  ufual  luftre.  My  feelings 
can  be  imagined  by  thofe  only 
who,  like  mc,  have  loved!  —  I 
flood  transfixed  ;  never  had  her 
charadler  appeared  fo  truly  in- 
terefting  :  the  exprcflive  foftnefs 
of  the  parent  was  added  to 
her  other  virtues,  and  exalted 
her  dignity  of  beauty  :  my  foul 

^'  was  overwhelmed  with  tcndernefs 
—  I  fighed  profoundly,  and 
breathed  a  filent  fervent  wilh, 
that  heaven  had  given  my  chil- 

^'  dren  fuch  a  mother,  I  was  go- 
ing  to  tear  myfclf  from  a  fcene 
too  affecting,  when  the  Duchefs, 
fuddenly  turning  her  eyes  to- 
wards  the  window,  difcovered 

^^and 
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and  recollefted  me  :  at  firfl  flie 
ftarted  ;  and,  withdrawing  her 
gentle  hold,  refigned  her  lovely 

^'  offspring  to  an  attendant  who 
Hood  in  waiting :  the  fading 
rofe  retreated  from  her  cheek; 
the  fparkling  ray  of  temporary 
pleafure  vanifhed  from  her  fea- 

^'  tures,  and  her  wonted  languor 

^'  refumed  its  influence  on  her 
brow.  She  arofe  ;  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  her  vifible  embarraff- 
ment,  with  ilow  and. graceful  dig- 
nity,  advanced  to  the  window: 
I  felt  a  confcious  agitation ;  (he 
politely  inquired  after  the  health 

^'  of  the  Marchionefs ;  I  explained 
the  motive  of  my  vifit ;  and,  tear- 
ing  myfelf  from  the  Duchefs, 

haftily 


(  ) 
hafhlly  quitted  the  apartment,  and 

^'  threw  myfclf  into  my  carriage. 

"  The  more  I  ruminated  on  the 
charming  objcft  I  had  left,  the 
more  I  found  my  admiration, 

"  my  pity,  and  my  love,  excited  : 
the  charaftcr  of  her  unworthy 
hufband  funk  as  her  virtues  rofe: 
Her  heart,  formed  by  nature  for 
the  exquifite  fenfibility  of  gentle 
tendernefs  and  refined  aftedlion, 
was  evidently  wafted  on  a  wretch 
incapable  of  fentiment,  and 
coldly  inanimate  to  the  treafurc 
he  pofleffed.  Too  foon  the 
fleeting  fummer  fnatched  her  for 
ever  from  my  fight  !  She  ap- 
peared  no  more  at  Paris  or  Ver- 
failles;    and    as  the  infenfible 

"  Duke 
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Duke  had  long  ceafed  to  have 
any  delight  in  her  fociety,  he 
permitted  her,  for  the  future,  to 
indulge  in  the  folitude  of  the 
country,  while  he,  intoxicated 
by  the  illufions  of  falfe  pleafures, 
purfued,  unreftrained,  the  paths 

*^  of  vice. 

The  Marchionefs  (though  I 
muft  do  her  the  juftice  to  believe 
that  her  virtue  was  unblemifhed) 

*^  ran  on  in  fuch  a  career  of  difli* 
pation,  that  her  health  began  to 
be  vifibly  impaired  :  I  could  not 
forbear  remonftrating  at  length 
againft  a  condu<5t  fo  irregiilar : 
a  contemptuous  reply  was  all  my 
fatisfadlion ;  and,  in  a  few  years 

"  after  our  inaufpicious  mvirriage, 

fhe 
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(he  fell  a  martyr  to  inceffant 
pleafurcs. 

About  two  years  afterwards, 
your  adored  mother  became  like- 
wife  the  victim  of  that  grim 
monarch,  who  fpares  neither  vir- 
tue, youth,  nor  beauty  ;  too  pro- 
bably (lie  was  the  prey  of  fecret 
forrow  :  —  but  I  will  not  dwell 
upon  a  fubjeft,  which  fo  much 
affedts  your  fenfibility ;  I  will 
only  fay,  that,  conftant  to  her 
memory,  I  never  admitted  a 
thought  of  infidelity  to  her,  till, 
to  her  lovely  daughter,  I  tranf- 
ferred  the  heart  that  ccafed  not 
to  adore  her. 

When  your  fifter's  intended 
marriage  with  the  Count  de  Senan- 

ges 
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ges  was  publicly  acknowledged, 

"  the  report  of  her  extraordinary 
beauty  rendered  every  one  foli- 
citous  to  fee  her.    I  accepted, 

^'  with  the  reft  of  the  nobility,  an 
invitation  to  this  fuperb  enter- 
tainment,  curious,  I  muft  confefs, 
to  behold  the  daughter  of  the 
woman  I  adored.  I  attended  the 
nuptial  ceremony  ;  but  my  pre- 
fence  being  indifpenfably  necef- 

^'  fary,  to  vifit  the  bed  of  a  depart- 
ing  friend,  I  quitted  almoft  im- 

^'  mediately  afterwards  the  fcene  of 
feftivity  for  the  houfe  of  death- 
When  the  Countefs  de  Senanges 
appeared,  I  fought  in  vain  to 

^'  trace  her  mother's  features  :  my 
eyes   confeffed    her  beautiful, 

though 
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though  fhe  bore  a  refcmblance 
only  to  her  father.  But  flie  was 
followed  by  the  perfect  image 
of  that  lovely  mother,  who  ftill 
haunted  my  imagination  with  her 
fond  idea.  The  fame  angelic 
fweetnefs  beamed  in  her  azure 

"  eyes ;  the  fame  timid  dignity 
fpoke  in  each  graceful  geflure; 

^*  charming  while  it  awed  the  ad-^ 
miring  gazer. 

"  I  viewed,  with  all  the  force  of 
recoUefted  tcndernefs,  that  beau-^ 
ty  which  fo  perfcdly  refembled 
your  feraphic  mother  :  each  look 
recalled  her  loved  idea  to  my 
mind,  and  awakened  thofe  dor-> 
mant  fentiments,  which  length 
"  of  time  could  not  totally  extin- 

guifh 
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guifli  in  my  heart.  Yet  had  1 
not  the  vain  prefumption  to  ima- 
gine  that  a  lady  fo  young,  and;, 
as  I  then  fuppofed,  the  coheirefs 
of  a  princely  fortune,  could  look 
with  condefcenfion  upon  my  ad- 
vancing  age  :  but  when  I  was 
informed  that  you  were  deftined 
to  a  convent,  unable  to  credit 
fo  improbable  a  report,  1  took 
the  liberty  to  interrogate  the 
Duke,  whether  he  had  aftually 
condemned  to  eternal  folitudc 
that  matchlefs  beauty  ?  He 
coldly  anfweted,  that,  having  lofl 
three  fons,  he  had  refolved  to 
*^  make  his  elder  daughter  the  fole 
heirefs  of  his  fortune,  and  that 
Julia  ruuft  refign  "herfelf  to  a 

holy 
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holy  life.  I  remonftrated  againfl 
the  injuftice  of  depriving  his 
child  of  every  focial  connexion  ; 
and  argued,  diat  die  charms  of 
Mademoifelle  de  Gramont  en- 

*^  titled  her  to  expeft  an  alliance 
equally  illuftrious  with  that  of 
the  Countefs  de  Senanges.  He 
/^^  anfvvered  ironically,  that,  as  her 
charms  would  be  her  only  por- 
tion,  flie  was  not  hkely  to  mecc 
with  fuitors  equal  to  her  birth ; 
and  confequently  a  feclufion  froni^ 

*^  the  world's  allurements  was  the 

^'  fureft  fecurity  to  her  innocence^ 

^'^  and  happinefs. 

I  quitted  with  difdain  this  un- 
natural  parent:  but  I  found  my-^ 
felf  too  tenderly  interefled  for 
VOL.  I.  I  the 
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the  lovely  daughter  of  the  wo- 
man  I  once  adored,  to  fuffer  hei^ 
to  become  the  vi6lim  of  ambi- 
non.     I  confidered,  though  I 

^'  was  long  pad  the  meridian  of 
life,  that  the   blooming  Julia 

"  might  prefer  even  an  union  fo 
unequal  to  the  fe verities  of  a 
convent,  which  muft  eternally 
feclud.e  her  from  every  focial 
happinefs.  Determmed  torefcue, 

^'  if  poflible,  fo  much  innocence 
and  beauty,  from  fuch  a  cruel 
facrifice,  I  wrote  my  propofal 
to  the  Duke,  and  offered  to  his 
daughter  my  hand  and  fortune, 
without  any  dowry  ;  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  infilled  upon  his  leav- 
ing  her  at  her  own  difpofal,  and 

entreating; 
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entreating  him  not  to  influence 
her  choice. — I  received  a  reply 
which  confirmed  my  wiflies, 
with  the  aflurancc  that  my  Julia 
hefitated  not  to  accept  my  vows. 

I  found  the  Duke  de  Gramont 
as  anxioufly  impatient  for  the 
^'  conclufion  of  this  treaty  as  I 
^'  could  be  myfelf ;  and  it  was  at 
his    particular   requeft   that  I 
confcnted  to  keep  our  intend- 
ed  marriage  fecret  till  after  its 
celebration.     He  hinted,  that 
my  fons,  (who  would  regard  a 
fecond  union  as  fatal  to  their 
^'  intereft),    might  artfully  find 
means  to  prejudice  his  daughter 
againft  yielding    her  promifed 
hand,  and  put  a  period  to  my 
I  2  warmeft 
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warmeft  hopes,  I  acquiefced, 
concluding  that  you^  Madam, 
were  acquainted  with  your  fa- 
ther's  wiflies  :  pardon  me,  love- 
licft  of  women,  if  1  fubmitted 

^'  to  a  myfterious  appearance,  (in 
a  circumftance  I  might  havb 
proudly  publiflied  to  the  world,) 
fince  it  was  to  fecure  a  prize  fo 
ineilimable  !  Too  well  acquaint- 

"  ed  with  the  chara6ler  of  my  elder 
fon?,   who,   alas !    inherit  the 

^'  haughty,  defpotic  temper  of  their* 
unhappy  mother,  I  judged  it 
preferable  to  prefent  you  to  them 
as  Marchionefs  de  Soiffons,  ra- 
ther  than  as  my  intended  bride. 

Thus  hcive  I  unfolded  the  in- 
moft  recelTes  of  my  heart,  and 

revealed 
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revealed  to  you  a  fccret,  burled 
'  even  from  its  birth  in  my  owrv 
'  confcious    brcaft.      You  have 
'  deigned  to  overlook  our  difpa-» 
'  rity  of  age,  and  to  unite  .your 
blooming  youth  v/ith  my  dcclin-. 
'  ing  years.    Your  father  (permit 
me  to  hope)  has  not  deceived 
me  in  declaring  your  fentiments 
uninfluenced  by  his  authority  ; 
but.  Madam,  fliould  your  genT 
tlenefs  of  nature,  and  filial  fub- 
miflion,  have  actuated  you  to 
refign  your  hand  the  reluftant 
facrifice  of  duty,  then,  diough  I 
muft  ever  regret  a  circumftance  fo 
fatal  to  our  mutual  happinefs, 
^'  yet  fliall  I  chcrifli  the  confolino; 
idea,  that  I  have  at  leaft  rcfcued 
I  3  the 
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the  moft  lovely  of  viftims  from  a 
*^  barbarous  captivity!  My  Julia's 
beauty,  which  was  cruelly  doom- 
ed  to  the  eternal  concealment  of 
a  convent,  fliall  now  adorn  the 
gay  circles  itw^as  formed  to  grace. 
When   we  have  pafled  a  few 
more  days  at  this  caftle,  I  fhall 
propofe  to  you  a  change  of  fcene 
better  adapted  to  your  age  and 
rank.  You  muft  appear  at  court, 
and    fliine  there  ia  unrivalled 
beauty/' 
Pardon,  my  lord/^  interrupted 
the  Marchionefs,  with  a  look  of  in- 
expreffible  fweetnefs,  ^*  the  teme- 
*'  rity  of  a  wife,  who  prefumes  to- 
differ  with  your  fentiments  on 
this  one  occafion  :  if  you  v/i(h 
to  complete  the  happinefs  of 

Julia, 
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Julia,  keep  her  remote  from  the 
parade  of  courts,  and   all  the 

^'  pomp  lurrounding  royal  great- 
nefs  !  Far  from  the  unyielding 
fccnes  of  public  life,  fuffer  her, 
in  thefe  delightful  fliades,  to  pafs 
her  tranquil  days  ;  here,  in  con- 
templating  and  retracing  with 
you,  and  my  dear  Tourville,  the 
exalted  character  of  my  la- 
mented  mother,  I  fliall  endea- 
vour,  from  her  example,  to  rcn- 
der  myfelf  more  worthy  of  him 
whom  it  fliall  be  the  ftudy  of  my 

*^  heart  to  pleafe  :  —  educated  with 

^'  the  profpeft  of  retirement,  I  have 
a  tafte  alone  for  rural  pleafures, 
and  wifli  for  no   fociety  but 

^'  yours.'' 

1 4  Loveliefl:, 
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Lovelieft,  moft  excelknt  of 
women      exclaimed  the  Mar- 
quis ;  "  how  am  I  rewarded  by  all- 
gracious  heaven  for  forrows  paft  : 
the  remainder  of  a  life  devoted 
to  your  happinefs  will  fcarce  fuf- 
ficiently  denote  my  gratitude. — 
Arbitrefs  of  my  fate  ! —  you  lhall 
diredt  my  every  adion,  and  your 
own;  whether  your  wifhes  tend  to 
bloom  in  retirement,  or  to  fliine 
in  public,  (hall  be  fubmitted  to 
your  choice.  —  But  we  are  ex- 
pedted,"  continued  the  Marquis 
rifmg ;      fupper  awaits  us  in  the 
"  citron  grove  :  —  fliall  1  lead  you 
"  thither 

Julia  yielded  her  hand  with  an 
enchanting  grace  ;  and,  accompa^ 

nied 
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iiied  by  Madame  de  Tourvillcv 
quitted  (heaving  a  gentle  figh)  the 
receptacle  which  had  fo  long  con- 
tained the  ineftimable  picture  of  her 
mother. 

The  various  emotions  of  the 
young  Marchionefs,  during  the  in- 
terefting  recital  of  her  lord,  caa 
better  be  imagined  than  defcribed  : 
tears  and  fighs  had  often  inter- 
rupted it :  ftie  wept  the  fate  of  aa 
unhappy  mother^  and  tenderly  fek 
for  the  difappointments  of  a  huff- 
band,  whofe  attachment  to  the 
author  of  her  being  endeared  him 
to  her,  and  whofe  afFedionate  at- 
tentions to  herfelf  excited  her  ut- 
moft  gratitude.  She  revered  his 
character ;  flie  efteemed  his  virtues; 

but^ 
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but,  alas  !  (he  loved  his  fon,  hi 
comparing  the  misfortunes  of  the 
Marquis  and  Auguftus^  flie  found 
a  fatal  fimilarity :  each  the  vi(flim 
of  an  unpropitious  paffion,  they 
were  both  equally  condemned  to 
behold  the  objeft  of  their  wilhes 
torn  from  their  fondeft  hopes. 

The  following  day,  finding  her- 
felf  alone  with  her  amiable  friend  ; 
Alas cried  the  Marchionefs,- 
how  are  the  misfortunes  of  the 
"  Duchefs  de  Gramont  entailed 
upon  her  unhappy  daughter  ! 
like  her,  I  am  the  facrifice  of 
imperious  duty :  —  like  her,  I 
am  enllaved  by  a  relentlefs  pa- 
rent :  but  you,  my  deareft  Tour- 
ville,  whofe  friendlliip  for  my 

exalted 
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'^  exalted  mother  claimed  all  her 
confidence,  and  whofe  fympa- 
thetic  tcnderncfs  now  fliares  the 
for  rows  of  her  haplefs  Julia  ! 
fay,  am  not  I  doubly  wretched  ? 
^'  She  only  mourned  an  union 
"  where  her  heart  was  unconfulted  ; 
while  I,  with  accumulated  woe,- 
find  myfelf  torn  from  the  man 
I  loved,  to  become  the  father's  - 
wife  V' 

Moderate  your  afiliftion,  my 
beloved  child,"  interrupted  Ma-- 
dame  de  Tourville,  "  and  let  the 
example  of  your  angelic  mother 
ftrengthen  your  patience.  Alas 
how  gentler  far  your  lot  than 
her's  !  you  are  feparated,  it  is 
true,  from  the  lover  of  your 

choice  ; 
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choice ;  but  you  have  a  hufband 
in  every  refpedt,  excepting  dif- 

*^  parity  of  age,  worthy  of  you  ; 
and  whofe  benevolence  of  heart 

*^  would  enfure  your  happlnefs, 
could  you  but  conquer  one  fatal 
prepoffeflion.  I  am  going  to  di- 
vulge  a  confidence  I  have  hi- 
therto  held  facred  ;  but  the  leflbn 
will  prove  ufeful,  and  the  unful- 
lied  chara6ler  of  your  virtuous 
mother  muft  rife  in  your  opinion 
from  a  knowledge  of  her  fenti- 
ments. — You  would  urge  flie  had 
no  paflion  to  contend  with  —  Ah, 
my  Julia  !  the  Duchefs  de  Gra- 
mont  pofleffed  a  mind  too  deli- 
cately  fufceptible  to  be  infenfible 

"  of  exalted  merit ;  but  fo  ftridly 

was 
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"  was  ftic  guarded,  by  her  duty  and 
her  virtue,  that  Ihe  fcarcely  per- 
mitted  herfelf  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  birth  of  her  unfortunate 
attachment,  ere  flie  attempted 
refolutcly  to  banilh  the  object 

"  from  her  thoughts.  Her  incom- 
parable  heart,  formed  to  love 
but  once,  could  not,  however, 
gain  a  viclory  fo  complete  over 
an  involuntary  fentiment.  Her 
fatal  paffion  ceafed  but  w^ith  her 
cxiftcnce.  Forced  into  marriage 
by  an  ambitious  mother,  who, 

^'  regardlefs  of  the  happinefs  of  her 
child,  fought  only  to  exalt  her,  (he 
found  her  hand  in  the  poflefTion 
of  the  Duke  de  Gramont,  while 
her  heart  was  the  conqueflof  the 

^/  Marquis  de  Soiflbns/' 

Unfoitunate, 
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^'  Unfortunate,  unhappy  mother 
exclaimed  the  Marchionefs;  how 
^'  fmgular  our  fate  !  while  adverfe 
flars  placed  an  irrevocable  bar 
between  thee  and  the  objeft  of 
affeftion,  by  the  fame  fatality, 
that  very  hand  which  would  have 
formed  thy  fehcity  was  deftined 
to  complete  the  mifery  of  Julia/' 
She  funk  her  head  upon  the  bofom 
of  Pvladame  de  Tourville,  and  gave 
freedom  to  a  torrent  of  tears :  her 
tender  friend  fuffered  them  to  flow, 
and  mingled  drops  of  fympathetic 
for  row. 

When  the  3^oung  Marchionefs 
found  utterance,     Oh,  my  friend,'' 
llie  cried,      what  a  confol ration  is 
thy  friendllup  to  the  haplefs 
Julia!   That  foothing  kindnefs, 

which 
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which  foftcncd  the  mother^s  woe, 
extends  its  comforts  to  the  child 
oF  her  misfortunes!    But  delay 
not,  my  dear  Tourvillc,  to  pur- 
^'  fue    the  intcrefting   narrative  : 
point  out  to  niy  imitation  her 
fpotlefs,  pure  example.  Teach 
mc  to  rife,  hke  her,  fuperior  to 
calamity;  and  to  facrifice,  to  the 
duty  I  owe  a  hufband,  a  paffion 
fo  injurious  to  his  tendernefs. 
Let  me  prove  the  gratitude  and 
*^  reverence  I  owe  to  her  refpeded 
memory,  by  redoubling  my  at- 
tentions  and  efteem  for  an  ob- 
^^jeft  fo  dear  to  her,  fo  worthy 
the  diftindion  of  her  love 
Madame  de  Tourville  thus  re- 
fumed         My  acquaintance  witk 

your 
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your  amiable  mother  commenced 
^'  in  the  Abbey  aux  Bois ;  where, 
preceding  our  refpeftive  mar- 
riages,  we  fpent  together  three 
of  our  happieft  years.  Alas !  how 
^'  frequently  have  we  fince  regretted 
thofe  days  of  tranquil  pleafures ! 
We  were  both  born  to  affluence, 
and  fmiling  fortune  feemed  to 
promife  to  our  youthful  hopes  a 
circling  train  of  focial  joys.  De- 
^'  lufive,  vain  ideas ! — too  foon  the 
flattering  vlfion  fled,  and  early 
forrows  dallied  with  bitternefs 
our  cup  of  life,  changing  the 
charming    profpefts    w^e  had 
formed  into  a  vale  of  tears!  — 
^  Yes,  my  voung  friend/'  (obferv- 
4ng  Madame  de  SoifTons  fi:  ing 

upon 
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upon  her  an  eye  of  inquifitive  con- 
cern,)    deeply  have  I  felt  alHic- 
tion's  iron  rod  !  one  day  youfliall 
learn  my  fatal  flory  ;  at  prefent 
let  me  continue  fcenes  to  you 
more  interefting.    I  pafs  over 
thefe  delightful  years;  fufficient, 
for  your  Information,  Is  it  to 
mention  that  my  firft  year  of 
"  widowhood  expired  at  the  period 
'  that  the  bridal  one  of  Made- 
^  moifelle  de  Vallere  commenced. 
^  We  were  united  in  the  tendereft 
'  friendfhip ;  and,  in  compliance 
'  with  the  carneft  wiflies  of  the 
^  young  Duchefs,  I  repaired  to  the 
'  hotel  de  Gramont,  as  foon  as  the 
'  public   rejoicings  which  cele- 
^  bratcd  her  nuptials  began  to  fub- 
voL.K  K  fide. 
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fide.  We  were  tranfported  at 
the  fight  of  each  other,  after  an 
interval  of  above  two  years,  and 
were  fome  moments  fpeechlefs ; 
the  mutual  tears  of  fenfibility 
flraying  down  our  cheeks,  from 
the  force  of  tender  recoUeftion. 
The  Duke  entered  during  the 
dumb  fcene  ;  but  your  father's 
falutation  drew  my  attention  fud- 
denly  to  him,  and  I  own  I  felt 
the  mod  fatal  prefages  of  my 
friend's  unhappy  lot,  from  the 
tone  and  words  with  which  he 
accofted  me. 

^' '  Your  arrival,  Madam,'  faid  he 
"  in  an  ironical  accent,  '  is  dou- 

^  bly  welcome,  both  from  your 
^'  '  own  merits,  and  the  additional 

«<  ^  graces 
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*  graces  you  refled:  upon  the  Du- 
'  chefs  de  Gramont;  fince  her  re- 
'  ccption  of  you  difcovcrs  tome 

*  that  flie  has  a  heart  capable  of 
'  warmth  and  tendernefs/ 

I  found  myfclf  at  a  lofs  for  a 
reply,  when  the  Baronefs  de  Va- 
Here  w\as  announced.  She  politely 
welcomed  me  to  Paris ;  and,  hav- 
^'  ing  frequently  feen  me  in  her 
^'  former  vifits  at  the  Abbey  aux 
^'  Bois,  llie  entered  into  converfa- 
tion  relative  to  fome  occurrences 
which  had  palFed  at  that  period. 
During  this  difcourfe  the  Duke 
^'  withdrew,  and  I  had  leifure  to 
contemplate,  unobferved  by  her, 
^'  the  countenance  of  my  friend. 
^'  Having  rcfpedfuUy  faluted  the 
K  2  ^'  Baronefs, 
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Baronefs,  flie  had  retired  to  a 
feat  in  one  of  the  windows  over- 
looking  the  gardens,  reclining 
her  head  upon  her  hand :  when 
we  feparated  at  the  convent, 
fliewas  in  the  dawn  of  opening 
charms;  I  now  found  her  graces 
heightened  by  the  radiant  tints 
of  finilhed  beauty.  She  was  in- 
deed  perfedlly  lovely  ;  but  over 
her  features  was  fpread  a  languor, 
which,  though  it  in  fome  degree 
obfcured  the  natural  luftre  of 
her  eyes,  diminifhed  nothing 
from  that  captivating  fweetnefs 

*^  which  pourtrayed  a  mind  alive  to 
every  fentiment  of  benevolence 

"  and  fympathy  !    A  foft  and  pen- 
five  fadnefs  hung  upon  her  brow, 

that 
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that  too  plainly   indicated  fhc 
was  far  from  happy. 

The  Baronefs  perceiving  me  to 
caft  an  inquiring  look  upon  the 
Duchcfs;  ^  Your  arrival,  Madame 

^'  *  de  Tourville/  faid  (he,.  *  will 
'  have,  I  truft,  the  mod  pleaf- 
^  ing  efFedt  upon  my  daughter ; 

"  ^  (he  hasanxioufly  expeded  you; 

*  you  are  the  fifter  of  her  heart; 
^  your  early  friendfhip,  and  equa- 
^  lity  of  age,  will  influence  her 

*  opinion,  and,  I  flatter  myfelf, 
^  excite  in  her  a  tafte  for  the 
^  public  fphere  in  which  flie  is 
^  now  placed. 

^'  '  You  fee  her  furrounded  by 

*  magnificence  and  fl-ate.  the  envy 
^  of  our  fex,  the  adoration  of  man- 

K  3  kind  : 
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*  kind  :  yet  flie  feems  to  view 
'  the  homage  fhe  attrads^  and  all 
^  the  pomp  of  grcatnefs,  with  an 
'  infenfibility  unaccountable  in  fo 
'  young  a  creature/  As  (lie  fpoke 
I  perceived  a  trickling  tear  Ileal 
down  the  cheek  of  Madame  de 
Gramont,  while  her  gentle  bo- 
fom  feemed  to  fupprefs  an  invo- 
luntary  figh.  I  was  preparing 
a  reply,  when  the  Duchefs  was 
roufedfrom  her  refledlions  by  the 
arrival  of  company.  Dinner  was 
ferved  up,  play  fucceeded,  and 
*^  the  focial  party  broke  not  up 
till  midnight. 

The  Duke  de  Gramont,  who 
could  affed  what  character  he 
chofe,  appeared  all  life,  all  gai- 

^^ety^ 
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ety  ;  and  his  charming  wife  af- 
fumed  at  Icaft  a  vivacity,  which 
added  graces  to  all  flie  faid  and 
^'  did.  *  You  are  now  yourfclf/ 
whifpered  I  to  her  during  the 
courfe  of  the  evening,  '  the  fame 
'  fmiling  Henrietta  1  dreaded  t© 
^  have  loft/  —  She  prefled  my 
hand  ; — '  It  is  the  prcfence  of  my 
WUlelaide/  faid  (he,  '  that  in- 
'  fpires  me  with  an  unufual  joy, 
^  and  revives  fome  traces  of 
^  long  dormant  happinefs  V  She 
gently  fighed,  and  turned  away 
abruptly,  to  conceal  the  ftarting 
tear  that  trembled  in  her  eye. 

I  obferved  Madame  de  Valiere 
to  be  deeply  engaged  in  play  ;  it 
was,  next  to  ambition,  the  dar- 
K  4  "  ling 
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ling  paflion  of  her  foul.  She 
arofe  a  confiderable  winner; 
which  fo  vifible  elated  her  fpi- 
rits,  that  flie  opprefTed  me  with 
careffes,  and  profeffions  of  re- 
gard,  '  You  have  worked  won- 
'  ders,  child/  faid  (he;  '  you  will 
^  render  my  daughter  every  thing 
'  we  wifli.  The  Duke  is  enchant- 
*  ed  with  the  cheerful  attentions 
^  with  which  fhe  has  performed 
'  the  honours  of  this  evening/  I 
bowed  in  filence  to  this  flattering 
addrefs,  ardently  longing  for  the 
moment  that  ftiould  difperfe  this 
gay  aflembly,  and  give  me  li- 
berty  to  relax  in  my  own  apart- 
^  ment  from  the  fatigue  my  fpirits 
^  had   undergone.     Although  I 

"  arrived 
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arrived  at  the  ^onclufion  of  the 
public  rejoicings  which  had  celc- 
brated  the  nuptials  of  your  pa- 
rents,  yet  I  found  that  fucceflive 
engagements  left  but  little  time 
for  the  renewal  of  thofe  charm- 
in g  hours  we  had  pafled  together 

^'  in  our  fwect  retirement  at  the 
convent.     The  Duke,  vain  of 

^'  exhibiting  a  bride  fo  lovely,  was 
daily  promoting  her  appearance 

"  in  the  circles  of  the  young  and 
gay.  He  had  no  tafte  for  do- 
meftic  pleafures  :  in  his  attach- 

^'  ment  to  the  Duchefs,  exterior 

^'  beauty  was  her  only  charm;  the 
refinement  of  her  underftanding, 
and  the  intelleftual  accomplifh- 
ments  of  her  mind,  could  yield 

him 
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him  no  delight.  While  Henri- 
etta  pofleffed  the  powers  of  no- 
velty,  file  maintained  fome  em- 
pire  over  his  heart;  but^  as  he 
ever  fuffered  his  inclinations  to 
predominate  over  his  reafon,  he 
was  the  flave  of  paflion,  the  eafy 
prey  of  female  artitice,  and, 
^'  though  a  fliort-lived  conqueft, 
from  his  natural  inconftancy,  yet 
he  was  the  fure  captive  of  fuc- 
ceflive  beauties. 

^'  One  evening,  when,  on  pre- 
tence  of  a  flight  indifpofition, 
the  Duchefs  had  prevailed  upon 
the  Duke  to  leave  her  at  home, 
we  availed  ourfelves  of  this  firft 
opportunity  to  pafs  fome  unin- 
terrupted  hours  together.   It  was 

then 
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then  that,  in  recalling  our  girlifh 
amufemcnts  to  our  remembrance, 
we  renewed  that  mutual  confi- 
dence  which  formed  thefirft  bafis 
of  our  early  friendfhip.  Alas !  in 
thofe  days  of  innocent  delight 
we  had  only  pleafures  to  com-^ 
municate ;  and  if  an  ideal  pain 
arofe,  from  fome  dlfappointed 
pallime,  ^  the  tear  forgot  as  foon 
as  flied'  effaced  the  puerile  for- 
row,  and  the  bright  beam  of 
joy-infpiring  hope  refumed  its 
empire  in  our  youthful  bofoms  ! 
Now,  fad  reverfe!   the  die  was 

^'  caft,  and  caft  for  life  !  our  minds, 
matured  by  age,  and  rendered 

^'  more  capable  of  reflcftion,  feem- 
ed  to  have  acquired  from  nature 

moft 
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mofl  exqulfite  fenfibility,  only  to 
feel  more  acutely  the  arrows  of 
adverfity  !  the  world,  of  which 
our  infant  minds  had  formed 
fuch  flattering  ideas,  had  already 
blafted  our  every  hope  of  happi- 
*^  nefs  !  I  had  long  refigned  my- 
fclf  to  theftrokes  of  accumulated 
misfortunes ;  and  now  found,  in 
addition  to  my  forrows,  that  my 
dear  and  only  friend,  like  me, 
was  fated  to  experience  afflic- 
tlon's  cruel  hand  !  With  poig- 
nant  regret  I  difcovcred  the 
dreaded  confirmations  of  my  fuf- 
picions,  that  my  beloved  Hen- 
rietta,  in  fubmiflion  to  an  am- 
bitious  mother's  will,  had  facri- 
ficed  her  liberty  and  peace  !  I 

wept 
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wept  her  deftiny  ;  but  attempted 
to  confole  her  at  the  fame  time, 
by  reprefenting .  that  her  griefs 
were  more  fupportable  than 
mine.  I,  indirect  oppofition  to 
a  father's  facred  commands,  had 
dared  to  beftow  my  hand  un- 
fanftified  by  duty  ;  and,  in  unit- 
ing  myfelf  to  the  object  of  my 
inconfiderate  love,  had  defervedly 
incurred  the  miferics  that  at- 
tended  ourinaufpicious  marriage! 
while,  on  the  contrary,  her  filial 
obedience  gave  her  at  leaft  a 
claim  to  comparative  happinefs, 
with  a  man  who  could  not  but 
adore  her ;  and,  though  he  was 
not  the  preferred  lover  of  her 
choice  Ihe  at  leafc  had  not,  I 

"  flattered 
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^'  flattered  mylelf,  to  enhance  her 
forrows,  the  confGious  reproach 
that  he  had  a  rival  in  her  affec- 
tions. — As  I  littered  thefe  words 
her  countenance  changed  ;  flie 
bent  her  eyes  upon  the  ground, 
and  heaving  a  gentle  figh  — '  Ah 
^  my  Adelaide  !'  faid  Ihe,  ^  You 
'  have  now  touched  a  firing  too 

*  tender  !  My  afFedlions^  alas ! 
'  are  but  too  guilty^  if  an  invo- 
^  luntary  fenfibility  can  be  confi- 
'  dered  fuch.  They  have  ftrayed 

*  beyond  recall;  and  thy  Henri- 
^  etta  has  given  her  empty  hand 
^  to  a  hufband,  while  her  heart 
'  is  for  ever  devoted  to  another/ 
"  *  But/  continued  fhe,  raifing 
her  charming  eyes  to  heaven, 

"  and 
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"  and  clafplng  her  uplifted  hands, 
"  while  the  glow  of  confcious  virtue 
animated  her  features,  ^  never, 
^  never  (hall  this  unfortunate  pre- 

*  ference  be  injurious  to  the  duty 
'  I  owe  my  hufband;  my  guiltlefs 

"  '  fentiments  fliall  never  deviate 
"  '  from  the  vows  I  uttered  at  the 
^  altar  :  the  heart  that  has  erred 

*  fhall  be  the  vidimof  its  frailty  f 
^  while  it  beats  v/ith  life,  it  ever 
^  muft  be  dead  to  happinefs.  You, 
'  my  Adelaide,  have  beguiled  me 
^  into  the  confefTion  oi'a  weaknefs 
^  I  fcarce  acknowledged  to  my- 
'  felf,  and  of  which  the  objcdl  is^ 

^'  *  and  fliall  be,  eternally  ignorant^ 

*  But  I  conjure  you,  by  your 
"  '  friendlhip,  never  to  refume  the 

'  painful 
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^  painful  fubjeft.    Had  not  fate 
^  othervvife  decreed,  I  might  have 
^  gloried  in  my  preference  of  con- 
'  fpicuous  merit,  diftinguifhed  by 
^  birth,  but  ennobled  more  by 
*  virtue,  he  was  worthy  of  me ; 
'  yet  our  irrevocable  fate  (which 
'  deftined  us  not  for  each  other) 
^'  '  has  placed  ^  double  bar  between 
'  us !  Never,  never  let  the  cruel 
^  ofBcioufnefs  of  friendfliip  urge 
^  me  to  difclofe  a  name  facred 
^  to  filence :  and  reft  afiured,  the 
'  foul  of  Henrietta  is  capable  of 
'  combating  againft  every  fenti- 
^  ment  inconfiftent  with  her  ho- 
^  nour  and  her  duty/ 
"  The  exalted  creature  ceafed  — 
after  a  paufe  of  fome  moments, 

finding 
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finding  I  continued  fpcechlefs, 
from  the  emotions  of  tender- 
nefs,  pity,  and  admiration,  (he, 
with  a  grace  pecuUar  to  her- 
felf,  changed  the  converfation; 
and,  afluming  a  compofure  which 
evinced  the  ftrength  of  her  re- 
folution,  and  greatnefs  of  her 
mind,  varied  the  fubjeft  to  fome 
amufing  occurrences  that  were, 
at  that  period,  fafliionable  topics. 

She  now  carefully  avoided  any 
difcourfe  which  could  lead  to  a 
renewal  of  the  confidence  (he  had 
repofed  in  me.  I  beheld  with 
pleafure  her  amiable  attempts  to 
appear  cheerful,  and  to  enjoy 
the  variety  of  amufements  fhc 
partook  of,  in  compliance  with 
VOL.  !•  L  her 
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her  lord's  defire  :  flie  ftudied 
the  temper  of  his  mind,  endea- 
voured  to  prevent  his  wifhes, 
and  fubmitted  to  his  frequent 
impetuofity  of  humour,  with  the 
moft  engaging  fweetnefs.  But, 
notwithftanding  her  delicate  re- 
ferve,  I  foon  difcovered  the  dif- 
tinguiflied  rival  of  the  Duke  de 
Gramont ;  and  it  was,  indeed, 

*^  from  that  delicate  referve  of  fen- 
timent  that  I  became  the  in- 
voluntary  miflrefs  of  a  fecret  Ihe 

^'  fo  ardently  wifhed  to  conceal 
even  from  me. 

One  morning  at  breakfafl  a 
lift  of  vifitors  being,  at  her  com- 
mand,  prefented  to  the  Duchefs, 
the  Duke  requefted  to  read  them ; 

and^ 
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^^and,  in  running  through  the 
names,  carelefsly  faid,  while  his 
eyes  continued  on  the  paper, 
^  Have  not  you  forgot,  Henrietta, 
*  to  invite  the  Marquis  and  Mar- 

*^  '  chionefs  de  Soiflbns  to  your  en- 
^  tertainmcnt  to  morrow?'  A 
blufh  overfpread  her  cheeks ;  flie 
replied,  vifibly  embarrafled,  that 
it  was  a  voluntary  omiffion,  from 
rather  a  diflike  to  Madame  de 
Soiflbns,  whole  diffipated  con^ 
dudt  and  levity  of  manners  were 
peculiarly  unpleafing  to  her. 
^'  '  Oh  !  you  are  too  punftilious,' 
returned  the  Duke;  '  and,  from 
'  the  refined  decorum  of  your  owii 

''^  ^  fentiments,   expeft  a  faint  in 
'  every  female  acquaintance;  yet  I 
L  2  never 
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'  neVer  heard  you  cenforious  be- 
^  fore.  TheMarchionefsisuniver- 
^  fally  courted  and  careffed ;  her 
^  character  is  unblemiflied ;  and 
'  that  of  the  Marquis/  with  rather 
a  fatirical  fmile,  ^  is  perfedlydei- 
^  fied,  from  its  near  approach  to 

^'  '  perfection;  fo,  Henrietta;,  by 
'  no  means  omit  an  invitation  to 

^-  ^  them/ 

^*  The  Duchefs  bowed  a  lilent 

*^  affent,  with  fuch  a  look  of  in- 
quietude,  that  I  was  not  without 
my  fufpicions,  her  objedion  to 
Madame  de  Soiffons  was  the  re- 
fult  of  fecret  jealoufy ;  but  the 

"  events  of  the  evening  proved  me 
miftaken  in  that  conjedlure. 


An 
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An  admired  opera  being  to  be 
^  performed  that  night,  the  Du- 
'  chefs,  with  her  accuftomed  atten- 
tion to  the  Duke's  amufemenc, 
propofed  our  going ;  he  readily 
aflented ;  but,  when  the  hour 
arrived,  he  was  fo  deeply  en- 
gaged at  play  with  the  Baronels 
de  Valiere,  (who  intended  to  be 
of  the  party),  that  he  defired 
Madame  de  Gramont  to  excufe 
him  for  half  an  hour,  when  he 
would  join  us  with  her  mother : 
fhe  requefted  we  might  wait  for 
them,  but  they  would  by  no 
means  permit  it ;  flie  then  reluct- 
antly obeyed,  and  w^e  fet  out  to- 
gether for  the  opera.    At  the 
L3  conclufion 
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conclufion  of  the  firft  adt,  the 
*^  Duchefs  flood  up  to  enter  into 
converfation  with  fome  ladies  in 
the  adjoining  box  :  fuddenly  I 
obferved  her  complexion  turn  of 
a  death-Hke  palenefs,  at  the  ap- 
pearance  of  the  Marquis  de  Soif- 
fons.     She   was,  for  the  firft 
^'  moment  of  her  fife,  unguarded. 
Cafting  a  look  of  anxiety  on  me, 
^  Oh,  my  God!'  flie  foftly  ex- 
claimed,  as  Ihe  feated  herfelf  by 
me :  alarmed  at  her  apparent  agi- 
tation,  I  tenderly  inquired  if  fhe 
found  herfelf  indifpofed  ?  She 
inftantly  recolledied  h^  indifcre- 
tion  ;  her  face  was  overfpread 
with   confcious  blufhes ;  • —  Ihe 

fanned 
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fanned  herfelf,  and  complained 
of  the  heat  of  the  houfc,  which 
was  indeed  exceffive. 
^'  Monfieur  de  Solflbns,  whofe 
attention  had  hitherto  been  en- 

^<  gaged  by  the  party  in  the  next 
box,  now  firft  difcovcred  the 
Duchefs  de  Gramont  :  the  ten- 
derefl:  emotion  was  vifible  in  his 
countenance,  as  he  refpeftfuUy 

^'  bowed  to  her  ;  and,  from  that 
interefting  moment,  I  was  no 
longer  ignorant  of  the  mutual 
and  unfortunate  attachment  of 
the  two  mod  perfed  beings  that 
Nature  had  ever  formed  !  He 
was  then,  my  Julia,  in  the  prime 
of  youth;  his  figure  full  of  dig- 
nity  and  grace,  and  his  fine  fea- 
L  4  tures 
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tures  animated  by  thofe  amiable 
and  exalted  fentiments  which 
fo  eminently  have  diftinguifhed 
his  charadler  through  the  courfe 
of  his  exemplary  life. 

The  Duchefs  had  refumed  an 
apparent  compofiire  :  flie  arofe; 
and,  with  a  look  of  inefFible 
fweetnefs,  chaftened  by  that  de- 
licate  referve  which  ever  ruled 
"  her  condudt,  inquired  after  the 
health  of  Madame  de  Soiflbns. 
The  opera  recommencing,  Ihe 
fixed  all  her  attention  to  the 
ftage,  except  when  fhe  turned 
her  anxious  eyes  towards  the 
door  in  queft  of  the  Duke,  who, 
however,  did  not  arrive  the  whole 
evening.  Her  averted  looks  gave 

the 
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the  Marquis  an  opportunity  of 
contemplating  the  beauty  with 
which  his  heart  feemed  evidently 
"  but  too  tenderly  impreffed.  I 
could  perceive  him  gaze  with 
expreflive  admiration,  and  often 
attempt  to  fupprefs  an  heaving 
ligh.  Taught  myfelf,  in  adver- 
fity's  hard  fchool,  to  feel  a  pang 
for  every  fon  and  daughter  of 
^'  affliftion,  1  was  fenfibly  touched 
^'  with  regret  for  an  ill-fated  pair, 
whofe  congenial  minds  feemed 
formed  for  each  other's  happU 
nefs,  yet  were  too  furely  the  in- 
voluntary  fource  to  each  other 
of  mutual  mifery  !    Honour  and 
delicacy,  which  fuffered  not  fo 
unfortunate  a  paflion  to  pafs  the 

facred 
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facred  bounds  of  filence,  refbred 
tlicni  even  the  Toothing  f  t  sfaction 
of  knowing  their  reciprocal  at- 
tachment.  The  Duchefs,  indeed, 

*^  (though  never  did  I  hear  her 
acknowledge  it),  could  fcarcely 

^'  be  ignorant  of  the  impreffion  fhe 
had  made ;  what  was  vlfible  to 

^'  my  friendfhip,  could  not  be  un- 
obferved  by  the  more  piercing 
eye  of  love  :  yet  her  delicacy 
of  fentiment  admitted  not  the 
avowal  even  to  me ;  nor  could 
(he  have  furvived  the  idea  that 
the  objed:  of  a  prepofieffion,  (he 
ufed  every  effort  to  fubdue,  was 

^*  confcious  of  his  triumph.  No- 
thing  but  her  reftraint,  in  his 
company^  and  obvious  wiflies  to 

^'  avoid 
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-f^  avoid    his  coiiverfation,  could 
divulge  the  fecret.    At  the  con- 
-^^:clufu)n  of  the  opera,  Madame 
^^'llel-Gmmont  haftily  accepted  the 
'*"offcr<?d   hand  of  Monfieur  de 
RotiVllle  to  lead  her  to  the  car- 
riage,  with  the  evident  defign 
of  eluding  the  attentions  of  the 
Marquis,  who  filently  bowed  as 
flie  paflcd.    We  found  the  Duke 
and  Madame  dc  Valiere  as  deeply 
engroiTcd  at  play  as  when  we 
^'  left  them  ;  they  feemed  furprifed 
at  our  early  return,  and  the  Duke 
declared  he  could  not  have  con- 
4c  ceived  the  opera  to  have  been 
half  over. 

The  next  morning,  as  we  were 
walking  in  the  garden,  the  Du- 
chefs  looked  at  me  with  earneft- 

nefs ; 
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nefs  ;  and  then  cafting  down  her 
"  eyes,  '  My  Adelaide/  faid  Ihe 
in  a  low  voice,  '  is  a  friend  in- 
i  deed;  llie  has  difcovered  the 
^  weaknefs  of  Henrietta,  yet 
^  generoufly  forbears  her  re- 
^  proaches/ 

^'  '  So  lltde  do  I  think  Henrietta 
^  capable  of  weaknefs,'  replied 
I,  '  that  1  cannot  acknowledge 
^  having  difcovered  any,  I  fee 
^  nothing  in  fo  irreproachable  a 
*  conduct  but  a  firmnefs  of  mind 
^  worthy  admiration/  '  Ah, 
^  there,'  exclaimed  Ihe,  ^  you 
^  have  betrayed  yourfelf ;  your 
^  partial  friendfhip  vainly  would 
'  appear  unconfcious  of  what  is 
*^  '  but  too  vifible:  though  heaven 
<  forbid  (cafting  a  fearful  look) 

'  that 
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'  that  any  eye  but  yours  fliould 
"  ^  have  perceived  the  fatal  truth 
"  ^  I  would  conceal  even  from  my- 
«  '  felf. 

^  You  know  the  extent  of  my 
^  guilt,  if  an  inadvertent  and  re- 

*  lifted  fentiment  can  merit  an 

*  epithet  fo  fevere.  You  know, 
^  alas!  that  the  wife  of  Gramont 
^  loves  the  huftand  of  another  ; 
^  but/  clafping  her  hands,  and 
covering  with  a  handkerchief  her 
burning  cheek,  '  let  my  tongue 
^  at  leaft  be  guiltlefs  ! — let  it  not 
^  dare  to  utter  a  name  fo  dear,  fo 

"  ^  fatal  V  A  flood  of  tears  rufhed 
to  the  relief  of  her  almoft  burft- 
ing  heart.  I  foothed  the  bcau- 
tcous  mourner,  and  endeavoured 

"  to 
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to  reconcile  her  to  herfelf,  by 
"  expatiating  upon  the  reditude  of 
her  conduft^and  the  innocence  of 
her  mind.  —  I  think,  my  deareft 
"  Juha/'  continued  Madame  de 
Tourviile,  you  are  now  too  fuf- 
ficiently  acquainted  with  the  fen- 
timents  of  your  irreproachable 
mother,  to  imagine  her  lot  of 
happinefs  fuperior  to  your  own. 
Never  did  the  unkindnefs  flie 
experienced  from  a  hufband  ex- 
tort  from  her  patient  gentlenefs 
a  lingle  reproach :  her  exemplary 
attention  to  pleafe  him  was  unre- 
mitted ;  though  the  only  return 
fhe  met  with  was  morofenefs 
and  ill-humour.  His  caprice  of 
temper  was^  however^  kept  with- 

in 
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in  tolerable  bounds  for  the  firft 
twelve  months  of  then'  union;  till 
the  birth  of  a  daughter,  by  dif- 

*^  appointing  him  of  an  expefted 
heir,  increafed  his  unkindnefs 
to  her  unhappy  mother.  Your 

"  appearance  about  four  years  af- 
terwards,  during  which  interval 
he  had  buried  two  fuccefiive 
fons,  completed  the  difpleafure 
of  your  father :  you  were  follow- 
ed  by  one  more  brother,  who 
furvived  his  premature  birth  but 
a  few  hours.  I'his  fatal  event 
threw  the  Duke  into  fuch  a  fit 
of  defperation  as  made  every 
fpeftator  tremble  :   though  the 

"  unfortunate  Duchefs  was  herfelf 

"  in  a  ftate  which  foreboded  an  al- 

"  moft 
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rtioft  immediate  diffolution,  the 
unfeeling  Duke,  totally  regard- 
lefs  of  a  life  fo  valuable,  fliewcd 
no  anxiety  on  her  account,  and 
was    with   difficulty  reftrained 

^'  from  entering  the  apartment 
where  Ihe  lay,  pale  and  expiring, 
to  reproach  the  innocent  and 
lovely  mother  with  the  death  of 
an  infant,  who  was  on  the  point 
of  caufing  her's. 

It  pleafed  heaven  to  reftore 
her  for  a  fhort  interval  to  our 
prayers.  She  feebly  recovered 
from  immediate  danger  ;  but  her 
delicate  conftitution  was  fo  im- 
paired  by  the  Duke's  unkindnefs, 
joined  to  the  lofs  of  her  fons, 

*^  whom  flie  fondly  though  fecrctly 

regretted. 
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regretted,  that  I  favv,  with  the 
tendereft  concern,  Ihe  would  too 
"  foon  be  fnatchcd  from  a  hufband 
unworthy    of   her,    and  from 
"  daughters,  whofc  dawning  rea- 
fon  became  daily  more  capable 
of  imbibing  the  precepts  of  fuch 
a  mother !    Monfieur  de  Gra- 
"  mont,  although   the  declining 
*^  health  of  this  incomparable  wo- 
man  was  but  too  vifible,  paid 
her  no  attention.    His  hardened 
"  heart,   infenfiblc    even   to  rc* 
"  morfc,    purfued    his  pleafures 
^'  uncontroled;   while  we  refided 
conftantly  at  a  feat  within  a  few 
^'  leagues  of  Paris,  whither  (he  had 
retired  after  the  death  of  thc' 
Baroncfs  dc  Valiere*     In  this 
VOL.  I.  M  fweet 
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^  fweet  retreat  we  were  feldomr. 
vifited  by  your  father  :  the  Du- 
chefs  employed  her  well-regu- 
lated  time  in  acls  of  benevolence 
to  the  furrounding  poor,  and  in 

^  a  perfeverance  of  that  humble 
piety  which  kept  her  in  conftant 
preparation  for  that  heavenly 
fummons,  which  the  languid 
fituation  of  her  health^  for  the 
laft  fix  months,  made  her  almoft 
daily  expeft.  Her  hours  of  hap- 
pinefs  were  thofe  Ihe  indulged 
with  her  beloved  children.  In 
their  prefence  fhe  feemed  to  lofe 
the  remembrance  of  every  for- 
row,  till  a  recoUedlion  of  the  im- 
pending  ftroke,  which  was  to 
deprive  them  of  her  protection, 

would 
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would  fometimes  force  the  in- 
voluntary  tear. 

^'  Several  weeks  elapfed  with- 
out  the  Duke^s  vifiting  his  in- 
^jured  wife,  or  even  making  an 
^  inquiry ;  and,  notwithftanding 
^  the  frequent  information  I  pri* 
^  vately  fent  him  of  the  Duchefs's 
'  increafing  ilinefs,  he  neither  an- 
^  fwered  my  letters,  or  took  any 
'  notice  of  their  contents.  Her 
^  rcfignation  was  exemplary  as  her 
'  faultiefs  life  had  been  :  (he  was 
^  fenfible  of  her  approaching  fate, 
and  of  the  indifference  of  a  huf- 
^  band,  from  whom  flie  merited  a 
'  tenderer  treatment.    She  wifhed 
to  have  recommended  the  pledges 
of  her  unfortunate  union  to  the 
M  2  protedion 
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proteftion  of  their  father — but 
this  fad  confolation  was  denied 
her  :  (lie  regretted^  but  flie  mur- 
mured  not  :  death  had  no  ter- 
rors  for  a  foul  Hke  her's !  and 
flie  only  lamented  her  untimely 
doom  from  the  tender  claims  of 
maternal  afFeftion.    How  would 
(he  ftrain  her  children  to  her 
bofom  ;  and,  while  the  tear  of 
anxious  fondnefs  ftole  down  her 
cheek,  implore  the  bleffing  of 
f.^  her  God  to  guard  their  bloom - 
ing  innocence  !    She  conjured 
me  never  to  forfake  them,  but 
"  to  prove  my  regard  to  her  me- 
*Vmory  by  an  unremitted  attention 
"  to  them.  ^  When  I  am  no  more, 
^  oh,  Adelaide/  faid  flhe, '  be  thou 

^  a  mother 
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^  a  mother  to  thcfe  unfortunate 
"  '  remains  of  a  beloved  friend ! 
^  cultivate  their  tender  minds, 
^  train  them  to  virtue,  implant 
^  religion  as  the  firfl:  of  duties  — 
'  that  point  includes  them  all. 
"  '  Should  the  difregard  the  Duke 
^'  ^  evinces  towards  their  dyiftg  mo- 
'  ther  exift  beyond  the  grave,  and 
'  extend  its  influence  to  her  fur- 
'  viving  daughters,  tell  them  that 
"  ^  no  want  of  tendernefs  in  the  pa- 
"  '  rent  can  juftify  a  breach  of  filial 
^  duty.  — Yet  furely  nature  muft 
^'  '  plead  in  the  bofom  of  a  father. 
"  '  Their  innocence  claims  his  pro-- 
"  '  teclion,  let  their  obedience  me- 
^'  '  rit  his  affection  !   but  oh,  my 
M  3  '  Adelaide  ! 
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^  Adelaide  !  warn  their  unfufped- 
^  ing  youth  to  Ihun  the  delufive 

*^  ^  pleafures  of  the  world  :  convince 
^  them  that  the  tranquil  vale  of 
^  retirement  leads  alone  to  real 

"  *  happinefs  !  foon  will  thefe  lan- 

*  guid  eyes  be  clofed  in  peace, 

*  and  my  fad  bofom  breathe  its 
^  final  figh  !  Let  my  cold  remains 
^  be  privately  depofited  in  their 
^  native  earth  ;  let  me  be  forgot- 
^  ten  :  may  no  fculptured  urn  or 
^  pageant  monument  denote  the 

*  dwelUng  where  my  relics  lleep. 
*  Affure  the  Duke  I  die  in  per- 

*  fed  friendfhip  with  him  ;  con- 
^  j tiring  heaven  to  fliower  upon 
^  his  head  its  choiceft  bleffings. — 

'  Oh  ! 
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^  Oh  !    may  that  heaven  with 
*  enlightening  beams  recall  him 

*^  '  from  the  paths  of  error  !' 

"  Thefe  were  her  laft  worldly 
fentiments ;  her  remaining  mo- 
ments  were  dedicated  to  her 
God,  with  that  fervency  of  de- 
votion  which  had  fupported  her 
through  the  trials  of  her  fliort 
life,  and  which  now  reconciled 
her  to  become  the  viftim  of  an 
early  grave ! 

Not  to  dwell  longer  on  a  fub- 

^^je£t  too  affedting  to  your  fenfi- 
bility,  let  me  clofe  the  fcene  of 
that  pure  and  fpotlefs  life  which 

*^  deprived  the  world  of  an  orna- 
ment  —  my  Julia  of  a  mother  — 
myfelf  of  a  friend  invaluable!*' — 
M  4  A  pathetic 
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A  pathetic  paufe  enfued :  tears 
and  fighs  for  fome  time  fupplied  the 
place  of  language  ;    the  Marchi- 
onefs  fixed  her  ftreaniing  eyes  upon 
her  friend,  in  an  agony  of  unutter- 
able forrow.    At  length  the  tranf- 
port  of  her   tears  fubfided,  and 
recolle^tive  reafon  calmed  her  foul. 
What  do  I  not  owe  you,  oh 
my  friend  V   faid   fhe,  for 
pointing  to  my  view  this  bright 
example  ?     Never  can  the  fad 
ftory  of  a  mother's    woes  be 
effaced  from  my  remembrance ! 
her  perfed  character  fhall  be 
my  guide  through  life.  What 
are  my  miferies  compared  with 
*^  hers  ?  they  are  comparatively 
bleffings.   Shall  I  dare  to  mur?- 

mur 
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mur  at  my  fate  when  I  rcfleft 
*^  how  fne  fupported  accumulated 
ills  ! 

"  Oh,  may  my  future  rcfign- 
"  ation  to  the  will  of  heaven  ren- 
"  der  me  in  fome  degree  worthy 
fuch  a  mother!  from  this  mo- 
ment   1    devote  myfelf  to  the 
duties  of   that  ftation  wherein 
^*  deftiny  has  placed  me. 

Let  the  diftinguiihed  objcft  of 
a  mother's  love  be  that  of  my 
cheerful  attentions  and  grateful 
efteem — let  the  want  of  warmer 
fentiments  be  fupplied   by  an 
^'  unremitted  afliduity  to  pleafe — 
may  I  render  happy  the  even- 
"  ing  of  a  hufband's  days,  whofe 
morning  and   meridian  of  life 

"  were 
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were  marked  by  dlfappointment 
and  imbittered  by  adverfity/^ 
Madame  de   Tourville  folded 

the   Marchionefs    to   her  bofom. 

"  There  fpoke/'  faid  (he,  thefpi- 
rit  of  my  departed  friend  !  there 
fpoke  the  daughter  of  Henri- 
etta  de  Gramont  !  —  Go  on,  my 
child,  purfue  the  virtuous  path,  it 
leads  to  honour  and  to  happinefs: 
it  will  fecure  the  calm  joys  of 
confcious  innocence  in  this  life, 
render  ferene  the  folemn  hour 
of  death,  and  crown  with  glory 
your  tranfition  to  the  bright 
manfions  of  eternity!'* 
Tranquillity  feemed    now,  ifi 

fome  meafure,  reftored  to  the  mind 

of  Julia  :  (he  wiped  away  the  traces 

of 
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of  her  tears,  and  attempted  to  ad- 
juft  her  countenance  with  fmiles  to 
meet  her  lord. — The  more  Ihe 
became  acquainted  with  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Marquis,  the  more 
^  worthy  (he  found  it  of  her  efteem 
and  gratitude. — His  heart  was  the 
feat  of  every  virtue,  and  his  anions 
daily  proved  him  the  benevolent 
friend  of  human  nature ;  —  he 
was,  as  he  dcfcrved  to  be,  uni- 
verfally  beloved,  honoured,  and 
revered. 

Let  us  for  the  prefent  quit  the 
Chateau  de  Soiflbns  to  follow  Au- 
guftus  to  that  of  Senanges.  —  In 
vain  did  his  illuftrious  friends  at- 
tempt to  footh  his  forrovvs  :  —  ftill 
did  the  remembrance  of  his  loft 

Julia 
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Julia  haunt  every  thought,  and 
mingle  with  every  idea.  • —  They 
confiderately  fufTered  him,  without 
oppofition,  to  indulge  his  hopelefs 
paffion;  and  he  pafled  whole  days 
in  thofe  embowering  groves  where 
firft  he  whifpered  the  foft  tale  of 
love,  and  received,  exchanged  for 
his,  the  artlefs  heart  of  Julia. — In 
vain  did  they  paint  the  charms  of 
other  females  who  frequented  the 
Caftle  —  his  eyes  were  dead  to 
beauty's  power,  and  his  heart  was 
coldly  inftnfible  to  any  attradions 
but  thofe  alone,  which  to  him  were 
loft  for  ever. 

The  Baron  de  Neuville  refided 
at  an  elegant  manfion  within  a 
fliort  diftance  of  the  Chateau  de 

Senangcs 
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Senangcs — thither  he  had  retired, 
upon  the  death  of  a  lamented  wife, 
to  educate,  in  folitudc,  a  beauteous 
and  only  daughter. 

Leonora  de  Neuville  was  in  the 
bloom  of  fevcnteen  when  Madame 
de  Scnanges  returned  from  at- 
tending the  nuptials  of  her  fifler:  — 
it  was  then  that  the  Baron  firft  pre- 
fented  her  to  the  Countefs; — with 
a  very  lovely  perfon  was  blended 
the  natural  dignity  of  birth,  com- 
pleted by  a  polifhcd,  though  re- 
tired, education. 

To  the  attentions  of  a  father  (he 
was  indebted  for  the  cultivation  of 
a  natural  genius,  but  he  had  left 
her  totally  ignorant  of  that  world 
which  he  had  himfelf  voluntarily 

renounced ; 
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renounced ;  and,  unwilling  to  dif- 
turb  her  innocent  pleafures,  he 
pointed  not  out  the  thorns  which 
too  often  obftrud:  the  path  of 
life.  —  Thus,  unprepared  for  dan- 
gers, her  heart  was  elated  with  ex- 
pelled happlnefs,  —  never  yet  had 
it  heaved  the  ligh  of  forrow,  —  it 
had  only  beat  with  gaiety  and  ani- 
mating hope  ! — the  bloom  of  Hebe 
glowed  upon  her  cheek,  — joy 
dimpled  round  her  mouth,  and 
fparkled  in  her  eye,  chaftened 
gently  by  inborn  delicacy  and  con- 
fcious  virtue* 

The  young  Countefs  was  charmed 
with  her  appearance,  and,  on  an 
improved  acquaintance,  found  Leo- 
nora poflefled  of  fo  many  engaging 

qualities^ 
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qualities,  that  fhe  was  folicitous  to 
cultivate  her  friendfhip.  Madame 
de  Senanges  was  univerfally  adored 
throughout  the  environs  cf  her 
caftle ;  her  eafy  affability  and  win- 
ing condefcenfion  gained  every 
heart. — The  Baron,  who  found  in 
the  Countefs  an  amiable  pattern  for 
the  imitation  of  his  daughter,  with 
pleafure  obfcrved  their  growing  in- 
timacy; and,  happy  in  an  opportu- 
nity of  introducing  the  darling  of 
his  heart  under  fuch  dcfirable  au- 
fpices,  he  accepted,  very  fre- 
quently, the  prefling  invitation  of 
the  Count  and  Countefs. 

A  fucceffion  of  company  foon 
intermpted  that  retirement  which 
Auguftus  hoped  for  ac  the  Chateau- 

de 
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de  Senanges.  At  firft  his  attentive 
friends  kindly  difpenfed  with  his 
appearance  In  their  focial  circles, 
and  he  devoted  conftantly  thofe 
days  to  folitude  on  which  the 
neighbouring  noblefle  vifited  at 
the  Caftle. 

Upon  thefe  occafions  he  chofe 
for  his  retreat  a  maufoleum,  which 
was  encompaffed  with  a  thick  grove 
of  mournful  yew  and  cyprefs. 
This  awful  receptacle  of  death, 
facred  to  the  anceftors  of  the  Illuf- 
trious  houfe  of  Senanges,  was  fitu- 
ated  on  the  highefl  eminence  in 
the  gardens :  It  commanded  from 
one  fpot,  where  a  feat,  in  the 
form  of  an  antique  fepulchre,  was 
placed,  an  extenfive  profpeft  of  the 

adjacent 
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adjacent  country.  From  hence  a 
diftinft  view  of  an  obelifk,  in  the 
Marquis  de  Soiffon's  park,  was 
difcernible,  though  at  the  diftance 
of  five  leagues.  —  It  was  here  the 
unfortunate  ChevaHer  pafled  his 
fad  hours !  the  folemn  gloom  which 
furrounded  him  foothed  his  de- 
fpair  ;  —  his  foul  was  attuned  to 
all  its  fombre  horrors ;  and  he  de- 
rived even  a  degree  of  mournful 
confolation  from  the  difcordant 
notes  uttered  by  the  ill-omened 
choriflers  of  this  fequeftered  grove. 

When  the  pale  deity  of  night 
began  to  extend  her  gentle  radi- 
ance over  the  fpangled  hemifphere, 
and  to  twinkle  through  the  trem- 
bling foliage,  then  did   this  dif- 

voL.  I.        •  N  confolate 
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confolate  and  faithful  lover  ufually 
quit  the  facred  edifice,  and  with 
reludant  fteps  approach  the  caftle  : 
there,  to  appear  lefs  wretched,  he 
fuppreffed  his  forrows,  that  he 
might  not  interrupt  the  happinefs 
of  that  amiabk  pair  who  fo  ten- 
derly attempted  to  alTuage  his  an- 
guilh.  The  indulgence  he  allowed 
his  grief  in  folitude  enabled  him, 
at  length,  to  affume  more  cheer- 
fulnefs  when  he  rejoined  his  friends; 
confequently  they  began  to  hope 
that  time  might  reconcile  him  to 
his  fate,  and  vanquifli  at  length  a 
hopclefs  paffion. 

The  beauty  of  Leonora  infpired 
the  Countefs  with  the  mod  fan- 
guine  hopes  that  its  influence  might 

be 
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be  effedtual  in  banifhing  her  fifter's 
idea  from  his  mind ;  and  fhe 
thought  her  truly  worthy  of  fup- 
planting  Julia  in  the  Chevalier's 
affections. 

One  day,  when  a  public  dinner 
was  given  to  the  Baron,  and  feveral 
of  the  furrounding  nobility,  the 
Countcfs  entreated  Monfieur  de 
Neuville  to  indulge  her  with  the 
company  of  his  lovely  daughter  for 
a  few  weeks ;  he  politely  acqui- 
cfced,  and  flic  remained  at  die 
caftle.  This  was  the  firft  time  Leo- 
nora had  experienced  a  feparation 
from  her  father  :  as  he  bade  her 
adieu  a  pearly  tear  defcended  upon 
his  cheek,  which  infenfibly  trickled 
from  her  charming  eyes,  while  he 
N  %  imprinted 
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imprinted  his  blefling  on  her  lips  : 
but  foon  her  little  heart,  elate  with 
happinefs,  forgot  the  momentary 
grief,  and  fmiled  away  her  forrow. 

Towards  the  evening,  Monfieur 
de  Soiffons  quitted  the  filent  man- 
fions  of  the  dead,  and  flowly  bent 
his  folitary  way  towards  the  caftle, 
through  a  long  avenue  of  lofty 
elms ;  he  defcried,  at  a  diftance, 
two  human  forms  :  —  he  flopped, 
and  would  have  ftruck  down  a 
winding  path,  but  the  voice  of  the 
Countefs  prevented  him;  and  he 
quickened  his  pace  as  Ihe  advanced 
with  Mademoifelle  de  Neuville. 
Henrietta  had  prepared  a  pleafing 
furprife  for  the  difconfolate  Auguf- 
tus,  and  pre  fen  ted  to  him  her  fair 

companion^ 
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companion,  curious  to  obferve  the 
eifeft  of  her  ftriking  charms;  he 
bowed  refpedlfuUy;  the  timid  Le- 
onora bkilhed  :  —  the  moon's  re- 
fplendent  beams  gave  him  a  full 
view  of  her  graceful  elegance  of 
mien.  Her  garb  was  fpotlefs  white, 
which  was  peculiarly  adapted  to  a 
countenance  of  angelic  innocertce; 
they  filently  approached  the  caftle ; 
the  melodious  nightingale  alone 
was  vocal,  it  thrilled  harmonious 
notes ;  her  fweetly  plaintive  voice 
was  a  pleafing  contrail  to  the  dif- 
cordant  concert  of  moping  owls, 
from  which  Auguftus  came.  A  ray 
of  foothing  fatisfaclion  diffufed  it- 
felf  over  the  heart  of  even  the  love- 
lorn Soiflbns.  The  Count  met 
N  3  them 
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them  at  the  door,  and  accompa- 
nied them  into  the  faloon,  where 
fupper  waited. 

The  Countefs  placed  her  young 
friend  oppofite  to  Aiiguftus,  that 
he  might  have  leifure  to  contem- 
plate thofe  charms  fhe  fo  ardently 
hoped  might  (hake  his  unavailing 
cx)nftancy.  He  felt  himfelf  under 
a  painful  conflraint ;  and  caft  on 
Madame  de  Senanges  a  look  of 
gentle  reproach,  for  having  intro- 
duced him  to  a  ftranger :  flie 
liniled  ;  and,  entering  into  conver- 
fation  with  the  Count  and  Made- 
moifelle  de  Neuville,  left  him  at 
liberty  to  indulge  his  own  reflec- 
■tions.  Cafting  a  glance  now  and 
^j^n  on  Leonora,  Auguftus  was 

flruck 
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llruck  with  the  elegance  of  her 
figure,  the  fymmetry  of  her  fea- 
tures, and  the  graces  of  her  ad- 
drefs  ;  but  the  power  of  beauty 
ferved  only  to  remind  him  of  her 
in  whom  he  thought  all  feminine 
perfection  centered. 

Mademoifelle  de  Neuville  be- 
held the  Chevaher  with  uncommon 
emotion;  the  interefting  fadnefs  of 
his  countenance,  his  air  of  dignity, 
and  the  affediing  tone  of  his  voice, 
made  a  deep  impreffion  on  her 
mind  :  fhe  heard  his  involuntary 
fighs,  and  gently  echoed  them, 
while  the  tear  of  fympathy  trem- 
bled in  her  eye.  The  Chevalier 
perceived  it;  he  fixed  on  her  a  look 
of  tender  gratitude ;  a  confcioiis 
N  4  blufli 
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blulli  illumined  her  face  ;  flie  avert- 
ed  it, —  and  the   chryftal  drop, 
Vhich  hovered  in  its  fluice,  ftolc 
down  her  damafk  cheek. 

Auguftus  felt  unufually  agitated; 
the  generous  compaflion  of  this 
lovely  creature  pained  and  delight- 
ed him;  he  attempted  to  fpeak  — 
his  tongue  refufed  him  utterance: 
he  reached  a  balket  of  nectarines, 
and  tremblingly  prefented  them. 
She  advanced  her  fnowy  hand, 
bluflied  again,  and  felefted  one. 
This  filent,  yet  eloquent  fcene,  did 
not  efcape  the  obfervation  of 
Monfieur  and  Madame  de  Senan- 
ges,  but  they  affedled  not  to  fee  it. 
The  Count  arofe,  and  relieved  her 
diftrefs,  by  offering  a  harp  to  Leo- 
nora : 
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'nora  :  (he  accepted  it ;  her  taper 
fingers  touched  the  firings,  and  fhe 
appeared  with  athoufand  additional 
graces, 

Monfieur  de  Soiflbns  retired  to 
his  chamber,  when  the  hour  of 
reparation  came  :  —  there  JuHa's 
loved  idea  ag-ain  aflailed  his  ima- 
gination;  it  effaced  the  form  of 
Leonora,  whofe  prefence  had  inte- 
refted  him,  but  whofe  abfence  ba- 
nifhed  her  from  his  thoughts.  Dur- 
ing the  following  week  a  ceffation 
from  company  flopped  the  progrefs 
of  his  daily  vifits  to  the  maufoleum: 
in  complaifance  to  the  Count  and 
Countefs,  he  confented  to  be  lefs 
folitary ;  but  he  fometimes  ftole 
away  from  their  attentions  to  re- 
fled 
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fledt  at  liberty  upon  his  adored 
Marchionefs.  The  gentle  Leonora 
dearly  paid  for  thefe  frequent  op- 
portunities of  acquainting  herfelf 
with  the  virtues  of  the  Chevalier  ; 
the  more  (he  obferved  the  expref- 
five  dejeftion  of  his  countenance, 
the  more  he  became  to  her  an  in- 
terefting  objeft.  She  fecretly  la- 
mented his  private  forrows,  till,  in- 
fefted  by  his  fadnefs,  Ihe  began  to 
lofe  that  agreeable  vivacity,  that 
charming  gaiety,  which  had  before 
diftinguiflied  her.  She  became 
filent  and  penfive  when  abfent  from 
Auguftus,  and  in  his  prefence  the 
tendereft  inquietude  was  vifible  in 
her  eyes. 
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The  Countefs,  who  difcovered 
this  fudden  alteration  in  her  fair 
charge,  though  (he  did  not  totally 
defpair  of  the  fuccefs  of  her  fchcme, 
yet  thought  it  prudent  to  acquaint 
her  of  the  fituation  of  the  Cheva- 
lier's  heart,  by  informing  her  that 
the  difappointment  of  his  hopes, 
in  a  very  tender  attachment,  had 
occafioned  the  apparent  dejection 
of  his  fpirits. —  Ah  V  exclaimed 
Leonora,  with  emotion,  exifts 
there  the  heart  capable  of  ingra- 
titude  and  falfehood  to  the  Che- 
valier  de  Soiflbns  The  pene- 
trating  glance  that  the  Countefs 
caft  upon  her  at  this  moment 
brought  a  confcious  glow  into  her 
artlefs  face^  and  her  embarraffment 

was 
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was  happily  relieved  by  the  en- 
trance of  Monfieur  de  Senanges, 
which  gave  her  an  opportunity  to 
retire  to  her  apartment. 

In  the  evening  Angiiftus  and 
Leonora  happening  to  be  left  to- 
gether, the  latter,  by  every  winning 
attention,  endeavoured  to  amufe 
Monfieur  de  Soiffons.  After  hav* 
ing  played  at  his  requeft  upon  the 
harp,  (he  placed  it  with  inimitable 
grace  in  his  hands;  and,  looking 
at  him  with  an  enchanting  fmile, 
fhe  told  him  that  he  muft  now,  in 
return  for  her  compliance,  try  his 
fkill  upon  the  inftrument.  He 
gazed  at  her  with  tender  earneft- 
nefs,  but  feemed  difinclined  to  ac- 
cept the  propofal  till  fhe  repeated 

her 
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her  entreaties ;  he  then  reludantljr 
obeyed,  and  his  fingers,  infpired 
by  his  fentimcnts,  exprcfled  the 
plaintive  founds  of  a  defpairing 
lover   bewailing  unrequited  love. 
The  pathetic  notes  were  too  much 
for  the  gentle  heart  of  Leonora  ! 
her  eyes,  and  thofe  of  Auguftus, 
accidentally  met ;  they  were  both 
fufFuled  with  tears  !  never  did  fhe 
appear  fo  intercftingly  lovely  as  at 
this  moment :  he  felt  all  the  irre- 
fiftible  force  of  beauty;  he  threw 
afide  the  harp.  —  "  Ah,  Madam/' 
exclaimed  he,  'Ms  it  poffible  that 
I  can  have  caufed  thofe  precious 
tears !   can  the  unfortunate  Soif- 
fons  have  occafioned  a  moment's 
pain  in  that  gentle  bofom  which 

"  fhould 
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fliould  ever  be  the  abode  of  hap- 
pinefs  and  peace!" 
Her  tongue  was  filent,  but  her 
grief  was  audible :  he  funk  at  her 
feet ;  and,  tenderly  taking  one  of 
her  hands,  while  the  other  con- 
cealed with   a   handkerchief  her 
blufhing  cheek  —    Too  generous 
^'  Leonora  !"  continued  he,  born 
to  wretchednefs  myfelf,  let  not 
my  griefs  caft  a  gloom  over  thy 
brighter  profpefts.   No  — fmiling 
happinefs  fhall  blefs  thy  fpring^ 
and  crown  thy  clofe  of  life  — 
propitious  love  fliall  weave  for 
thee  its  faireft  chaplets,  and  thy 
heart  fhall  be  the  fvveet  reward  of 
conllancy  and  truth/' — "  Never, 
never!"    uttered   the  weeping 

Leonora, 
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Leonora,  gently  withdrawing  her 
hand  —  "  while  thou  art  wretched, 

this  feeling  heart  mufl:  be  infenfi- 

ble  to  joy/' 

At  that  inftant  the  Countefs  en- 
tered, with  a  countenance  expref- 
live  of  pleafing  furprifc  at  a  fcene 
fo  unexpefted.  The  laft  words  of 
Mademoifclle  de  Neuville  refound- 
ed  in  her  ear  :  the  Chevalier  was 
advancing  to  the  Countefs  with  an 
embarraffcd  air,  when  a  fervant 
appeared,  who  delivered  her  a  mcf- 
fage.  This  gave  Leonora  an  op- 
portunity to  recover  from  her  emo- 
tion, by  withdrawing  to  a  window; 
and  Monfieur  de  Senanges  joining 
them,  the  converfation  became  ge- 
neral,    Henrietta  minutely  fcru- 

tinized 
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tinized  the  looks  of  Auguftus  and 
Leonora  :  they  both  feemed  ani- 
mated with  the  tendereft  fenfibility; 
and  Ihe  flattered  herfelf,  from  the 
converfation  flie  had  interrupted 
on  entering,  that  a  reciprocal  af- 
fection was  kindling  in  their  hearts. 
She  informed  the  Count  of  her 
pleafing  conjeftures ;  but  they 
mutually  agreed  not  to  precipitate 
an  ecclairciffement  till  time  gave 
them  a  ftronger  confirmation  of 
their  hopes. 

The  Marquis  de  Soiflbns  grew 
every  day  more  tenderly  attached 
to  his  incomparable  wife ;  but  he 
obferved,  with  fecret  regret,  an 
air  of  melancholy  languor  fre* 
quently  difFufe  itfelf  over  her  coun- 
tenance 
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tenancc,  her  alTumcd  gaiety  would 
fomctimes  forfake  her,  and  an  in- 
advertent figh  cfcape  her  bofom. 
He  would  then  caft  upon  her  a 
look  of  fond  inquietude.  When- 
ever the  Marchionefs  perceived 
thefc  emotions  in  her  lord,  flie  in- 
ftantly  difpclled  the  involuntary 
gloom,  and,  with  her  fmiles,  be- 
calmed his  tender  fears.  Anxious 
to  procure  her  amufements,  he  was 
conftantly  propofing  them;  but  (he, 
with  her  ufual  gentlenefs,  affured  him 
that  his  fociety  was  her  only  wilh. 

The  Marquis  one  day  found  her 
diflblved  in  tears,  while  fhe  held 
in  her  hand  a  letter  from  Madame 
dc  Senanges  :  he  earneftly  inquired 
the  caufe  of  her  concern,  fearful 

VOL.  I.  O  that 
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that  fome  unpleafing  event  had 
happened  at  Senanges :  fhe  pre- 
fented  him  the  paper;  and,  bright- 
ening into  fmiies,  informed  him 
that  the  Count  and  Countefs  were 
in  perfect  health,  and  that  he  muft 
attribute  the  weaknefs  fhe  betrayed 
to  the  afFedlion  fhe  bore  a  fifter, 
from  whom,  fince  her  birth,  flie 
had  never  before  been  feparated. — 
Your  tendernefs  for  Henrietta,  my 
deareft  Julia,'"  replied  he,  "  far 
from  meriting  the  name  of  weak- 
nefs,  is  one  of  the  innumerable 
*^  graces  of  your  charadter — it  is 
long  fmce  you  have  feen  that 
amiable  filter;  I  will  myfelf  at- 
tend  you  to  the  Caflle  de  Senan- 
ges:  we  will  depart  immediately: 

I  anti- 
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I  anticipate  the  agreeable  furprife 
and  mutual  rapture  of  your  meet- 
ing,  and  fly  inftantly  to  give  or- 
ders  for  our  expedition/'— With 
thefe  words  he  haftily  quitted  the 
Marchionefsj  leaving  her  in  a  very 
painful  dilemna. 

Her  inclinations  ftrongly  impel- 
led her  to  vifit  Henrietta^  but  her 
prudence  was  alarmed  by  the  dread 
of  meeting,  at  Senanges,  an  objedl 
whom  flie  was  but  too  confcious 
flie  could  not  behold  with  in- 
difference. 

She  reperufed,  with  trembling 
anxiety,  her  letter ;  but  found  no 
mention  of  the  Chevalier.  From 
this  circumftance  fhe  flattered  her- 
felf  with  the  hope  that  he  was 
O  2  returned 
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returned  to  Paris;  and,  as  flie  could 
oppofe  no  reafonable  ohjedtion  to- 
iler lord's  kind  defign,  fhe  inftantljr 
prepared  for  an  excurlion ;  which, 
but  for  one  uncertainty,  would  have 
yielded  her  the  trueft  pleafure. — 
She  confided  thefe  delicate  fcru- 
ples  in  the  bofom  of  her  faith- 
ful Tourville;  who,  fenfible  that 
there  was  no  remedy  in  the  prefent 
circumftance,   encouraged  her  to 
refign  every  fear  in  the  heartfelt  joy 
of  embracing  a  beloved  fifter. 

In  a  couple  of  hours  the  equi- 
pages were  in  readinefs ;  and  they 
fet  forward  for  the  Chateau  de  Se- 
nanges  time  enough  to  arrive  there 
before  the  clofe  of  evening.  —  As 
they  approached  the  fpot,  which 

had- 
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had  once  been  the  fcene  of  art  un- 
fortunate exchange  of  hearts,  and 
paflcd  the  grove  whicli  had  fo  often 
witneffed  the  mutual  vows  of  un- 
propitious  love,  the  Marchionefs 
could  not  conceal  her  agitations ; 
her  colour  varied,  and  fhc  with 
difficulty  withheld  her  tears. — Her 
attentive  lord  perceived  the  tremors 
of  her  mind,  and  tenderly  endea- 
voured to  fortify  her  againft  the 
overflowing  of  a  fenfibility  which, 
he  feared,  might  be  prejudicial  to 
her  delicate  frame. — At  length  they 
arrived — Julia  was  prepared  to  fly 
into  her  fifl:er's  arms ;  but,  ardently 
as  flie  wiflied  the  interview,  flie 
dreaded  it;  and  felt  a  relief  from 
the  information  they  received  on  en- 
O  3  tering. 
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tering,  that  the  Count  ahd  Countefs 
had  dined  out  that  day,  and  were 
not  yet  returned. 

The  Chevalier  had  not  been 
named  ;  a  circumftance  which  con- 
firmed Madame  de  Soiffons  in  her 
hopes  that  he  was  no   longer  a 
gueft    at   Senanges.     This  flat- 
tering conjedure  in  fome  meafure 
reftored  her  ferenity :   they  were 
fhewn  into  the  library,  and  pre- 
fented    with   refrefhments,  which 
were  acceptable  after  a  journey  im- 
moderately hot.    The  Marquis  be- 
gan to-  amufe  himfelf  by  looking 
over  fome  capital  drawings  which 
were  fpread  on  a  table  :  Madame 
de  Tourville  was  examining  a  full- 
length  pidure  of  the  Countefs, 

which 
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which  had  lately  been  placed  in 
diis  apartment ;  while  the  Marchio- 
nefs  looked  fearfully  round  the 
room  to  fee  if  (lie  could  difcover 
any  traces  of  Auguftus.  She  re- 
joiced at  difcerning  none  ;  and,  ad- 
vancing towards  a  glafs  door,  which 
was  thrown  open  to  admit  tlie  fra- 
grance of  the  various  flowers  which 
luxuriantly  furrounded  it,  fhe  was 
tempted  to  ftray  upon  the  verdant 
lawn.  —  All  was  calm  ;  the  air 
breathed  odoriferous  gales;  her  feet, 
with  involuntary  motion,  led  her  to 
a  walk  ftie  had  often  trod  with  her 
loved  SoilTons;  the  meeting  beech 
had  formed  a  natural  canopy  above; 
the  blooming  rofe  and  twining 
woodbine,  in  wild  profufion,  bent 
O  4  their 
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their  branches  to  fcatter  at  her  feet 
their  mingled  fweets. 

As  fhe  entered  the  grove  flie  cad 
her  eyes  towards  the  apartment 
which  had  once  contained  the  Che- 
valier. The  windows  were  open, 
and  the  luftring  curtains  gently 
waved;  fhe  heaved  a  figh,  and  pro- 
ceeded. 

The  plaintive  Philomela  had  be- 
gan her  evening  melody — with  flow 
and  penfive  air  the  beauteous  Julia 
moved — each  feat,  each  ftirub,  re- 
called a  dear  idea  to  her  mind  ! 
She  viewed,  with  painful  pleafure, 
every  memento  of  her  former  love. 
Here  glowed  the  amaranthus,  there 
blufhed  the  gay  carnation,  whofe 
opening  fweets  and  budding  in- 
fancy 
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fancy  fhe  had  watched  and  tended 
in  their  early  fpring. 

Wrapt  in  this  fad  but  Toothing 
contemplation,  fhe  advanced,  till 
a  proftratc  bench,  which  fome 
boifterous  fummer  ftorm  had  over- 
fet,  obftrufted  her  paflage.  An 
opening  path  appearing  through 
the  trees,  fhe  follo\ved  it  infenfibly: 
its  winding  turns  led  imperceptibly 
up  an  eafy  afcent ;  and  fhe  was 
roufed  from  her  reverie,  by  finding 
herfelf  condufted  to  the  maufole- 
um.  This  edifice,  though  fhe  had 
often  pafTed,  (he  never  yet  had  en- 
tered :  it  was  accuftomed  to  be 
kept  conflantly  fhut — the  door  now 
flood  a-jar ;  and,  though  the  gloom 
of  the  furrounding  evergreens  caft 

a  folemn 
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a  folemn  lliade,  and  infpired  Julia 
with  a  fecret  terror,  yet  fhe  felt 
herfelf  impelled  to  approach  the 
drear  abode.  The  noife  Ihe  made 
on  entering  alarmed  her  ;  the  door 
grated  on  its  ruily  hinges ;  and, 
echoing  through  the  vaulted  arches, 
difturbed  that  awful  ftillnefs  which 
increafed  the  fepulchral  horrors  of 
this  region  of  mortality ! 

The  Marchionefs  trembled  as  fhe 
fearfully  furveyed  the  dome,  whofe 
monumental  niches  contained  the 
departed  anceftry  of  Senanges. 
She  had  fcarcely  power  to  return 
towards  the  door,  with  an  intent  to 
quit  it,  when  the  folemn  tones  of 
an  organ,  from  the  adjoining  cha- 
pel, ftruck  her  ear;  —  they  ceafed; 

flie 
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flie  again  made  an  cfibrt  to  depart: 
but  her  terrors  were  yet  heightened 
by  the  flow  tread  of  advancing 
fteps.  She  became  immoveable ; 
flie  uttered  a  faint  fcream  ;  —  a 
form  appeared — it  perceived  her 
fears  —  it  flew  to  fupport  her  in  its 
arms — it  funk  with  her  on  the  mar- 
ble pavement.  What  were  the 
emotions  of  Auguftus,  when  he 
found  his  Julia  clafped  in  his  em- 
brace !  he  was  for  an  inftant  lofl: 
in  ecftafy  ;  but  was  foon  roufed  to 
a  fatal  fenfibility  —  her  beauteous 
eyes  were  clofed  ;  a  death-like  pale- 
nefs  had  overfpread  her  face,  and 
ftie  appeared  a  fit  inhabitant  of  this 
awful  dwelling!  In  an  agony  of 
grief  he  called  upon  her  name; 
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Oh  Julia,  adorable  Julia  he 
cried  —    and  is  it  thus  we  meet 
again  ?  jOhall  the  grim  king  of 
terrors,  who  here  keeps  his  fatal 
court,  prey  on  a  form  fo  lovely  ? 
Oh,   hear  me  JuILa !  hear  thy 
once  loved  Auguftus  —  it  is  his 
voice  recalls  thee  to  life  V' — She 
ftill  continued  motionlefs,  —  The 
Chevalier  was  in  defpair ;  but,  re- 
colledlng  there  was  fome  water 
lodged  in  a  ciftern  near  the  build- 
ing, he  gently  refted  the  Marchi- 
onefs  on  the  fteps  that  led  to  the 
chapel,  and,  having  haftily  reached 
a  velvet  cuftiion  from  the  altar, 
and  placed  it  to  fupport  her  head, 
lie  flew  to  fill  his  hat  with  water. 
Hefprinkled  her  face,  and  chafed 
her  temples — his  cares  fucceded — 

Julia 
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Julia  breathed  a  figh,  and,  opening 
her  eyes,  (he  fixed  them  on  the 
Chevalier  —  he  removed  to  a  re- 
fpeftful  diftance  —  flie  gazed  with 
aftonifhment  around  —  then,  fud- 
denly   recollecting  every  circuni- 
ftance,  (he  began  to  account  for 
her  fituation  :  —  but,  endeavour- 
ing;  to  recover  her  accuftomed  cou- 
rage,  flie  attempted  to  rife  —  he 
offered  his  trembUng  hand ;  flie 
timidly  accepted  it  to  fuftain  her 
feeble  frame  —  he  prefumcd  to  lift 
it  to  his  lips,  and  (he  withdrew  it 
with  an  air  of  difpleafure. — Ah, 
Madam,"  faid  the  Chevalier, 
nor  cruel  duty,  nor  rigid  virtue^ 
can  deny  this  poor  reward  for 
faithful  love  !  refufe  not  the  un- 

fortunate 
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fortunate  Auguftus  one  figh  td 
the  memory  of  that  tender  paf- 
^'  fion  which  you  in  happier  days 
permitted/' 

''Alas'/'  rephed  the  Marchio- 
nefs^      all  former  fentiments  muft 
be  forgotten  ;  we  muft  meet  no 
more,  or  meet  as  friends  alone  : 
regard  me  as  the  wife  of  the  moft 
amiable  of  fathers — I  ever  fliall 
eileem  you  as  his  fon.  Honour, 
duty,  rectitude,  and  virtue,  will 
affift  you  to  fubdue  every  idea 
^'  inconfiftent  with  your  own  cha- 
rader,  and  the  dignity  of  mine/* 
With  thefe  words  fhe  moved  to- 
w^ards  the  door,  but  the  Chevaher 
intercepted  her  departure,  by  fink- 
ing on  his  knees,— Oh  irrefiftible 
enchantrefs 
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enchantrefs     exclaimed  he  ;  I 
"  yield  to  your  cruel,  dread,  yet 
juft  decree  !  fupplicating  only  a 
fliort  interval  of  condcfcending 
pity  for  the  man  who,  in  re- 
(igning  you,  has  bid  a  laft  fare- 
well  to  peace  of  mind/' — Alas! 
^'  Chevalier,'*  interrupted  the  Mar- 
chionefs,     if  the  honour  of  Julia 
is  yet  dear  to  you,  detain  her 
not ;  my  erring  fteps  have  led 
me  hither  —  guide  me  to  the 
Caftle,  I  Oiall  be  fought  for  ; 
and,  unpremeditated  as  was  this 
^*  interview,  my  fame  may  fuffer/' 
Heaven  forbid!"  replied  Au- 
gudus,  ftarting  up;      No,  mod 
adorable  of  women  !  never  fliall 
my  fatal  love  refleft  diflionour 

"  on 
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on  a  name  fo  fpotlefs ;  rather 
will  I  impofe  upon  myfelf  eter- 
nal  banifhment.    When  I  have 
dire<5led  your  return  through 
yon  devious  path,  T  will  tear 
myfelf  from  all  that  is  precious 
to  my  foul,  and  retire  an  exile 
to  this  drear  abode  of  death ; 
^-  here  to  adore  the  facred  fpot 
which  reftored  your  beauteous 
form  once  more  to  my  enrap- 
tured  fight/' — "  No/'  interrupt- 
ed Madame  de  SoifTons,  fmiling 
and  moving  onwards,      you  fhall 
not  indulge  a  project  fo  fevere; 
I  muft  infift  on  your  fubmiffion 
to  the  compliance  I  exad:  :  fol- 
low  me  to  the  Caflle;  exert  every 
^-  effort  to  afTume  at  leaft  a  cheer- 

ful 
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fill  afpeft,   when   you  receive 

the  embraces  of  your  father : 

let  my  example  teach  you  for- 
"  titude/^ 

They  filcntly  defcended  the  hill : 
when  they  reached  the  bottom,  the 
Marchionefs  ftruck  out  of  the  walk 
into  the  avenue  which  commanded 
the  caftle.  She  fixed  on  the  Che- 
valier a  look  of  fweet  complacency; 
"  Remember/'  faid  (he,  "  my  ad- 

monitions  ;  and  let  difcretion  rule 
^'  your  conduft/'  Uttering  thefe 
words  (he,  in  a  moment,  vanilhed 
from  his  fight. 

He  remained  motionlefs ;  his 
eyes  turned  to  the  leafy  fence  which 
flie  had  penetrated,  and  which  yet 
bore  the  foft  imprefTion  of  her  form. 

VOL.  I.  P  The 
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The  lovely  vifion  ftill  dwelt  ow 
his  imagination^  and  he  was  abforb- 
ed  in  her  fweet  idea,  till  the  recol- 
lefted  hope  of  feeing  her  again  in 
reality  urged  his  departure  to  the 
Caftle,  whither  llie  had  winged 
her  flight. 

Before  the  Marchionefs  reached 
the  houfe,  fhe  was  met  by  the 
Countefs  and  Madame  de  Tour- 
ville,  who  came  in  fearch  of  her. 
The  interview  between  the  fifters 
was  tender:  Henrietta  felt  all  hap- 
pinefs,  and  Julia  became  now  fen- 
flble  of  the  firft  ray  of  real  fatif- 
fadlion  flie  had  experienced  fince 
they  parted.  Monfieur  de  Senan- 
ges  welcomed  her  arrival,  and  pre- 
fented  to  her  Mademoifelle  de  Neu- 

ville. 
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ville.  Julia,  ftruck  by  the  beauty 
of  Leonora,  received  her  with  an 
enchanting  grace.  When  they  had 
been  Ibnie  little  time  alfembled, 
the  Chevalier  entered  ;  his  father, 
who  was  prepared  to  fee  him,  met 
him  with  open  arms.  During  his 
foUtary  walk  from  the  maufoleiim, 
he  had  been  endeavouring  to  arm 
his  mind  with  fortitude.  The  de- 
lightful thoughts  of  being  admitted 
again  into  the  prefence  of  his 
adored  Julia,  diffufed  through  his 
heart  a  pleafure  to  which  he  had 
long  been  a  ftranger.  He  refpecl- 
f Lilly  approached,  and  welcomed 
her  to  Senanges ;  fhe  fweetly  blufli- 
ed,  and  confeffed  how  much  flie 
owed  to  the  Marquis,  whofe  kind 
P  2  attention 
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attention  to  her  had  formed  fo  agree* 
able  an  expedition.  Madame  de 
Tourville  had  difcoveredwith  regret 
that  a  meeting  between  thefe  unfor- 
tunate lovers  was  become  inevitable; 
flie  tenderly  felt  for  both^  and 
dreaded  their  firft  interview.  The 
fifter  and  the  friend  (ignorant  of  the 
preparatory  rencontre  in  the  maufo- 
leum)  were  painfully  agitated  at  the 
entrance  of  Auguftus ;  and  were, 
confequently,  moft  agreeably  fur- 
prifed  by  the  air  of  unconcern  they 
each  aflumed  at  the  fight  of  each 
other.  The  Countefs^  and  Ma- 
dame de  Tourville,  thought  this 
a  flattering  omen,  regarding  it  as  a 
convincing  proof  that  their  mutual 
endeavours  had,  in  fome  degree, 
vanquiflied  a  fuccefslefs  love. 

When 
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When  the  converfation  became 
general,  Julia  ventured  to  cafl  her 
eyes  upon  Auguftus,  from  whom, 
during  their  interview  in  the  mau- 
foleum,  (lie  had  carefully  averted 
them.  She  was  afFedtedby  the  vi- 
fible  change  in  his  perfon  ;  he  look- 
ed pale  and  languid;  and  (he  could 
difcover,  through  the  difguife  of 
temporary  vivacity,  the  real  de- 
jedion  of  his  fpirits.  She  found 
awakened  fenfibility  arife  in  her 
bofom,  and  felt  confcious,  notwith- 
(landing  her  virtuous  conflifts,  that 
Auguftus  was  ftill  too  interefting 
an  objed:.  She  fecretly,  and  pain- 
fully, regretted  the  fatality  that 
brought  her  into  his  dangerous 
prefence ;  and  determined  to  guard, 
P  3  with 
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with  redoubled  circumfpectlon^  the 
avenues  of  her  heart.    She  had  too 
long  been  accuftomed  to  put  on 
the  femblance  of  eafe,  while  her 
foul  was  abforbed  in  forrow,  to  find 
it  difficult  even  now  to  conceal  her 
agitations.    She  had  learnt  to  drefs 
her  face  in  fmiles  while  her  mind 
bled  with  anguifh  :  gratitude,  ho- 
nour, prudence,  demanded  every 
effort  of  her  refolution.  Sadnefs, 
in  the  prefent  circumftance,  would 
roufe  fufpicions  in  the  breaft  of 
the  Marquis,  and  encourage  re- 
viving paffion  in  that  of  him,  who 
ought  to  think  himfelf  forgotten 
by  her,  both  for  the  recovery  of  his 
happinefs  and  the  delicacy  of  her 
charafter.  She  buried  therefore  her 

difquietude 
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difqiuetude  in  the  reccflcs  of  her 
bofom^  —  arrayed  with  fatisfaftion 
the  exterior  expreflion  of  her  coun- 
tenance, and,  affifted  by  the  natu- 
ral fweetncfs  of  her  manners,  was 
enabled  to  converfe  with  artificial 
gaiety. 

When  they  fat  down  to  fupper 
the  Chevaher  placed  himfelf  next 
to  Mademoifelle  de  Neuville  ;  and 
though  he  now  and  then  ventured 
to  direft  a  glance  towards  the  Mar- 
chionefs,  yet  he  wifely  judged  that 
he  could  better  conceal  the  fenti- 
ments  he  entertained  for  her,  by 
addreffing  his  converflition  to  Leo- 
nora ;  and  that  lovely  girl,  elated 
by  his  attentions,  derived  from 
them  the  moft  flattering  hopes. 

P  4  The 


C    2i6  ) 

The  Marchionefs,  who  fat  op- 
pofite,  could  not  avoid  obferving 
how  much  the  Chevalier  feemed 
engrofied  byLeonora,  and  was  her- 
felf  inclined  to  believe  this  young 
beauty  would  become  her  rival. 
Her  virtue  approved  the  transfer 
of  his  aiFedlions  ;  but  her  heart  felt 
a  confcious  pang.  When  fhe  re- 
collefted  his  emotions  in  the  mau- 
foleum,  flie  fancied  him  as  much 
her  Have  as  ever ;  but,  when  fhe 
confidered  the  graces  of  Leonora, 
fhe  thought  them  fufEciently  pow- 
erful to  fhake  the  conftancy  of 
hopelefs  love. 

Auguftus  retired  to  his  apart- 
ment with  an  unufual  ferenity  :  the 
refleftion  that  the  idol  of  his  foul 

was 
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was  contained  under  the  fame  roof 
infpircd  his  mind  with  a  foothing  fa- 
tisfaclion — to  behold  her !  —  to  hear 
her  melodious  voice  !  —  and  to  in- 
dulge the  tranfporting  idea  that  Ihe 
might  (till  honour  him  with  a  place 
in  her  heart  —  were  fcnfations  too 
delightful  to  be  refilled.  But  he 
knew  the  rigid  delicacy  of  her 
condud ;  and,  while  it  exalted  her 
in  his  opinion,  it  determined  him 
to  ftiun,  with  caution,  every  word 
or  look  which  could  offend  her  vir- 
tuous referve.  Thefe  confidera- 
tions  occafioned  him  to  over-adt  his 
part ;  and,  while  he  feared  to  be- 
tray his  unfortunate  attachment, 
and  to  incur  the  difpleafure  of  the 
Marchionefs,  he  inadvertently  in- 

creafed 
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creafed  the  tendernefs  of  Leonora, 
and  flattered  her  into  the  belief 
that  fhe  was  become  the  object  of 
his  affeflions. 

The  next  mcrning,  when  the 
Marchionefs  rofe  from  her  toilet, 
Ihe  threw  open  her  drefling-room 
window,  and  perceived  the  Cheva- 
lier and  Mademoifelle  de  Neuville 
returning  together  from  the  fliady 
grove  which  had  mifled  her  fteps 
the  preceding  evening. 

They  feemed  engaged  in  a  con- 
verfation  which  appeared  interefting. 
Auguftus  was  forming  a  bouquet  of 
frefh-gathered  flowers,  from  a  bafket 
which  hung  upon  the  arm  of  his 
fair  companion.  He  felefted  the 
moft  beautiful ;  and,  binding  them 

togedier 
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together  with  a  knot  of  ribbands, 
which  flic  untied  from  the  ftrcam- 
crs  of  her  hat,  he  prefcnted  it  to 
her.  Lconoru  received  it  with  a 
captivating  fmilc,  and  placed  it  in 
her  bofom. 

1  he  Marchionefs  turned  from 
the  window,  where  flie  had  conti- 
nued riveted  :  flie  felt  an  involun- 
tary tear  ftray  down  her  cheek, 
but  wiped  it  with  difdain ;  and, 
calling  to  her  aid  the  confcious 
dignity  of  female  pride,  (he  armed 
herfelf  with  an  appearance  of  in- 
difference, very  remote  from  her 
heart.  She  defcended  into  the  gal- 
lery, where  breakfaft  waited  her 
arrival.  When  the  reft  of  the 
party  were  aflcmbled,  the  Cheva- 
lier 
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lier  and  Mademolfelle  de  Neuvlllc 
entered:  they  paid  their  compliments 
to  the  Marchionefs ;  ftie  received 
them  coldly;  and  the  nofegay  at- 
trafting  her  eyes,  Ihe  darted  a  look 
of  contempt  upon  the  innocent 
Leonora.  She  was  confcious  of 
her  weaknefs^  and  fecretly  reproach- 
ed it :  the  better  to  reprefs  her 
agitations,  (he  afFefted  an  uncom- 
mon vivacity,  which  charmed  the 
Marquis,  and  diffufed  an  univerfal 
gaiety  through  the  circle. 

Auguftus  found  an  opportunity 
of  gazing  frequently  upon  his  lovely 
mother  unperceived  :  flie  deigned 
not  to  beftow  one  glance  on  him, 
butftudioufly  avoided  encountering 
his  eyes :    he  thought  her  more 

beautiful 
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beautiful  than  ever,  and  found  a 
new  fafcination  in  every  heighten- 
ed charm. — When  the  morning 
repaft  was  ended,  Madame  de  Se- 
nanges  propofed  to  drive  the  Mar- 
chionefs  through  the  gardens  in  her 
cabriole ;  llie  aflented,  and  each 
fifter  was  equally  happy  to  obtain 
an  hour's  uninterrupted  tete  a  tete. 

Julia  took  this  opportunity  of 
confiding  with  her  Henrietta  the 
hiftory  of  the  Duchefs  de  Gra- 
mont;  of  the  affedling  events  of 
which  (he  was  ignorant.  She  added 
likewife  an  account  of  the  ftrange 
fatality  which  had  united  her 
to  the  Marquis.  They  mutually 
lamented  their  early  lofs,  and  paid 
the  tributary  tear  of  fympatby  to 
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the  memory  of  a  beloved  and  un-. 
fortunate  mother. 

The  fubjedt  of  Julians  difap- 
pointed  hopes  in  her  relinquiflied 
engagement  with  the  too  amiable 
Auguftus  was  purpofely  waved ; 
but  the  Countefs  judicioully  hinted, 
by  way  of  preparation  for  an  event 
fhe  ardently  wifhed,  that  Made- 
moifelle  de  Neuville  was  obvioufljr 
fenfible  of  the  ,  Chevalier's  merits, 
and  thac  he  appeared  touched  with 
a  gratitude  which  promifed  warmer 
fentiments. 

The  Marchionefs  felt  confcious 
of  a  blufh  upon  her  cheeky  and  en- 
deavoured to  fupprefs  the  rifing 
figh.  She  artfully,  however,  evaded 
entering  into  this  new  fcheme,  by 

enlarging 
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enlarging  upon  the  virtues  of 
Marquis,  to  whofe  exalted  cha- 
racter Ihe  did  ample  juftice.  — 
Henrietta  was  delighted  to  find 
her  Julia  fo  apparently  refigned  to 
her  deftiny,  and  tenderly  congra- 
tulated her  upon  the  profpedt  of 
tranquil  happinefs,  which  feemed 

to  promife  her  more  lading  plea- 
fares  than  even  an  union  of  reci- 
procal affedlions  could  enfure. 

Again  the  bofom  of  Julia  heaved 
a  gentle  figh ;  but  the  intruding, 
tear,  which  would  have  betrayed 
a  yet  unvanquifhed  paflion,  was 
unobfervcd  by  Henrietta. — A  fele6t 
circle  of  company  were  expecfted  to 
dine  that  day  at  the  caflle ;  and  the 
Chevalier,   who   now   no  longer 

fought 


(     224  ) 

fought  for  the  folitude  of  the  mau- 
foleum,  prepared  to  appear^  for 
the  firft  time^  before  the  Baron  de 
Neuville. 

The  Marchionefs  took  unufual 
pains  to  decorate  her  charms  by 
every  ftudled  ornament  of  drefs. 
The  pangs  of  jealoufy  were  new 
to  her:  they  infpired  her  with  an 
emulation  to  eclipfe  a  rival  who 
had  robbed  her  of  the  heart  Ihe 
had  vainly  thought  her  own.  She 
fecretly  accufcd  her  lover  of  an  in- 
conftancy,  of  which  flie  felt  her- 
felf  incapable. 

When  fhe  had  facrificed  as  much 
time  as  flie  thought  due  to  her 
new-born  vanity,  fhe  met  her  rival 
with  an  exulting  air.  Leonora, 

armed 
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atmed  for  conqucft,  appeared  but 
too  lovely !  each  look  was  animat- 
ed with  pleafure,  and  the  laugh- 
ing graces  triumphed  in  her  eyes; 
—  her  attire  was  elegantly  fimple, 
and  fet  off,  with  becoming  advan- 
tage, the  delicate  proportion  of 
her  figure,  and  the  captivating  in- 
nocence of  her  afpeft.  When  Au- 
guftus  entered,  Julia  attradted  every 
fenfe  :  her  charms,  more  dazzling 
than  the  jewels  which  adorned  her, 
Ihone  with  redoubled  radiance. 

He  flew  for  refuge  to  Leonora  : 
fhe  fmiled  with  inlinuating  fweet- 
iiefs,  and  fixed  him  near  her.  His 
vifible  attentions  were  flattering  to 
her  vanity  and  her  love :  flie  endea- 
voured to  fuit  his  humour  on  every 

VOL*  I.  occafion: 
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occafion :  it  was  even  become  na- 
tural to  her  to  feel  her  fpirits  in 
union  with  his :  every  emotion  of 
a  heart  overflowing  with  fenfibility 
varied  in  her  features :  gaiety  was 
their  predominant  expreflion.  But 
a  figh,  a  look,  from  the  ChevaHer, 
could  in  a  moment  melt  them  into 
tendernefs. 

The  Marchionefs  could  not  but 
obferve  (what  was  indeed  fufficiently 
apparent  to  all)  that  Auguftus  and 
Leonora  were  totally  engrofled  by 
each  other :  her  pride  was  morti- 
fied, her  love  was  wounded ;  but 
llie  roufed  her  inborn  dignity  to 
aid  her  in  fupporting  his  incon- 
ftancy  with  indifference.  As  fhe 
was  moving  down  the  room,  to  pay 

her 
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lier  compliments  to  fome  of  the 
company,    her    robe  accidentally 
causht  in  the  Chevalier's  buckle : 
he  turned  haflily  round  to  difen- 
gage  it ;  and,  approaching  her  to 
apologize,  in  a  low  and  tremulous 
voice,  —  ''  May  I  hope,  Madam,^ 
faid  he,      that  the  cautious  con- 
duft  I  now  obferve  is  fuch  as 
your    fcrupulous    delicacy  ap- 
proves?" — I  am  happy.  Sir,  to 
"  find,"   replied  the  Marchionefs 
with  a  haughty  air,     the  talk  I  im- 
pofed  lefs  difficult  than  I  imagin- 
ed;  but  Mademoifelle  de  Neu- 
ville's  attractions  are,  it  muft  be 
confefled,  irrefiftibly  powerful/* 
With  thefe  words  fhe  moved  from 
0^2  him. 
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him'i  ten  thoufand  fires  darting  from 
his  expreffive  eyes. 

Tlie  Chevalier  was  at  a  lofs  to  in- 
terpret this  addrefs,  or  to  account 
for  the  hauteur  with  which  it  was 
pronounced ;  but  his  diffidence  in- 
clined him  to  fuppofe  he  had  of- 
fended her  by  the  prefumption  of 
touching  upon  a  fubjed  flie  had 
prohibited ;  and  he  thought  redour 
bled  attentions  to  Leonora  would 
mitigate  her  difpleafure. 

The  Marquis  and  the  Baron  de 
Neuville  renewed  that  day  an 
acquaintance  commenced  in  the 
early  period  of  their  lives,  having 
ferved  together  in  feveral  cam- 
paigns. They  complimented  each 
other  upon  their  children  :  the  Baron 

approved 
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approved  the  Chevalier's  figure  and 
addrefs :  the  Marquis  extolled  the 
graces  of  Leonora ;  and  from  that 
period  a  reciprocal  idfa  of  cement- 
ing an  union  between  their  families 
took  place  in  the  heart  of  each 
parent. 

The  difcompofure  of  the  Mar- 
chionefs,  when  (he  reflefted  upon 
the  fource  from  whence  it  fprung, 
felt  a  confiderable  increafe.  She 
repented  the  feverity  with  which 
fhe  had  anfwered  the  Chevalier, 
and  reproached  thofe  fentiments 
which  now  appeared  unworthy  of 
her.  When  retired  to  her  clofet  (he 
called  herfelf  to  a  fevere  account. 
A  weak  unpardonable  jealoufy  had 
for  fome  moments  obfcured  the 
0^3  virtues 
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virtues  of  her  heart;  but  its  na- 
tive reftitude  quickly  reftored  each 
apble,  generous  fentiment.  Con- 
fcious  how  much  her  own  honour 
was  concerned  in  the  conqueft  of 
the  Chevalier's  paffion,  (he  began 
to  view,  in  a  very  different  light, 
his  conduft  to  Leonora  ;  regarding 
it  as  a  proof  of  the  moft  meritorious 
refolution,  and  of  the  refpedt  he 
bore  to  her. — Ever  capable  of  fub- 
duing.  an   impulfe  which  corre- 
fponded  not  with  her  exalted  ideas 
of  virtue,  fhe   became  generous 
enough  to  wifti  the  gentle  Leo- 
nora's love  rewarded  by  the  return 
of  thofe  affeftions  which  had  been 
once  fo  dear  to  her.  —  Difarmed 
from  the  flighteft  remains  of  envy, 

Julia 
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Julia  'returned  to  the  company 
adorned  with  the  artlefs  fmiic  and 
unaffeftcd  cafe  which  derives  its 
fource  from  confcious  innocence 
and  native  honour  :  Ihe  approach- 
ed Augudus  and  Leonora,  who 
were  converfmg  at  a  window;  and 
remarked  to  them  the  beauty  of 
fome  fine  mufic,  which  w^as  then 
performing,  without  betraying  the 
leaft  emotion.  Her  fair  rival  feemed 
mortified  at  the  interruption  :  the 
Marchioncfs  was  fenfible  of  her 
embarraflment ;  flie  gazed  a  mo- 
ment, filently  confeffed  the  influ- 
ence of  her  charms^  and  moved  to 
a  feat  by  the  Countefs  de  Senanges. 

Succeflive  amufements  agreeably 
varied  the  fcene;  and  Julia,  who 
0^4  at 
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at  the  Chateau  de  Soiflbns  preferred 
retirement,  at  that  of  Senanges  ber 
came  the  promoter  of  feftivity. 
She  found  herfelf,  when  engaged 
in  company,  moft  fecure  from  dan- 
ger ;  and  fhe  yielded  to  diffipation 
to  preferve  her  more  eftediually 
from  the  converfe  of  Auguftus. 
The  Chevalier,  from  the  ftrid: 
guard  the  Marchionefs  kept  over 
her  condudt,  and  the  apparent  tran- 
quillity of  her  mind,  began  to  be- 
lieve that  her  fentiments  in  his  fa- 
vour were  effaced  :  and  the  win- 
ning attentions  (he  conftantly  paid 
to  the  Marquis  confirmed  him  in 
the  idea  that  gratitude  and  duty 
had  yielded  her  affedions  to  a  huf- 
band  fo  truly  amiable  : — he  envied 

not 
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not  the  happlnefs  of  fuch  a  father, 
but  breathed  the  figh  of  regret  to 
^he  memory  of  that  tendernefs 
which  Juha  once  confcfled  for  her 
Auguftus. 

The  Marquis  de  Soiflbns,  upon 
his  arrival  at  Senanges,  had  marked 
the  dejection  of  Auguftus  :  at  firft 
he  conceived  an  opinion  that  his 
fecond  marriage  had  occafioned 
fome  difpleafure  from  interefted 
motives;  but  juftice  to  the  welU 
known  fentiments  of  his  fon,  added 
to  a  more  minute  obfervatlon, 
changed  his  ideas.  He  foon  dif- 
covered  that  love  was  the  fource 
of  that  chagrin ;  yet  was  he  far 
from  fufpe6ling  its  real  objed:, 
Leonora's  beauty  and  attraftions 

naturally 
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naturally  pointing  her  out  as  the 
charmer  of  his  affections,  he  con- 
cluded, that  the  Chevalier's  diffi- 
dence of  his  father^s  approbation, 
or  that  of  the  Baron  de  Neuville, 
might  difcourage    his   hopes  of 
fuccefs,  and  confequently  retard  a 
propofal,  upon  the  acceptance  of 
which  depended  his  future  happi- 
nefs.    The  Marquis  loved  Auguf- 
tus  too  tenderly  not  to  be  folicitous 
to  promote  his  wifhes.     He  had 
ever  been  liberal  in  his  allowance; 
and  had  referved  for  him,  at  his 
death,  an  ample  fliare  of  fortune, 
fufficient  to  authorize  the  offer  of 
his  hand  wherever  the  choice  of  his 
heart  direded  him.    He  obferved, 
therefore,  with  pleafure,  the  atten- 
tion 
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tion  of  his  fon  to  Leonora ;  and, 
deceived  into  a  belief  that  they 
were  infpircd  by  love,  and  that  a 
mutual  partiality  fubfillcd  in  their 
hearts,  he  rejoiced  at  the  profpeft 
of  an  union  fo  likely  to  be  pro- 
pitious.   He  mentioned  his  fufpi- 
cions  to  the  Marchionefs,  adding, 
that  he  judged  fo  highly  of  the 
merits  and  endowments  of  Made- 
moifellede  Neuville,  as  to  believe 
her  worthy  of  Auguftus.    He  pro- 
ceeded fo  far  as  to  rcqueft  the  Mar- 
chionefs  would  propofe  to  his  fon 
a  marriage  fo  ehgible  ;  and  to  af- 
fure  him  that,  if  Leonora  was  the 
objeft  of  his  wiflies,  he  might  de- 
pend upon  the  fanflion  and  con- 
currence of  his  father. 

This 
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Tills  was  a  delicate  circum fiance 
for  Julia ;  but  her  prudence  and 
refolution  vanquiQied  the  fecret 
objections  of  her  mind^  and  fhe 
undertook  to  plead  the  caufe  of 
rival  beauty  in  a  heart  which  had 
once  been  fo  tenderly  attached  to 
her ;  and,  confcious  that  his  union 
with  another  would  ftrengthen  her 
refignation,  and  fortify  her  duty, 
flie  determined  to  leave  no  plea  un- 
urged  that  could  perfuade  him  to 
offer  his  vows  to  Leonora.  She 
feized  the  prefent  moment  of  he- 
roic virtue  to  execute  her  arduous 
tafk,  left  the  foft  pleadings  of  re- 
membered love  fhould  intercept 
her  great  refolves,  and  melt  her 
into  weaknefs. 

She 
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She  had  fcen  Auguftus,  wrajit 
in  apparent  contemplation,  defcend 
the  fteps  into  the  garden  :  thither 
llie  followed,  and  traced  him  to 
the  grove  facred  to  their  former 
loves.  He  was  (landing  fixed, 
with  folded  arms  ;  as  fhe  advanced, 
he  beheld  her  with  fuprife  :  accuf- 
tomed  to  fee  the  Marchionefs  ftu- 
dioufly  avoid  him,  how  was  hrs 
aftonifhment  increafed  when  flie 
approached :  he  furveyed  in  filent 
awe  and  admiration  her  beauteous 
form  —  Julia  looked  vifibly  em- 
barraffed ;  her  countenance  was 
impreflcd  with  tendernefs  and  pity, 
and,  while  a  blufli  animated  her 
cheek,   Ihe  thus  addrefled  him, 

I  come,  Chevalier,  to  require  a 

proot 
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proof  of  that  influence  you  once 
flattered  me  I  had  obtained  over 
your  heart/'- — And  never,  ne- 
ver/'  replied  he  with  emotion, 
^'  can  that  eternal  empire  ceafe — 
command  me,  Madam,  and  I  will 
obey  you,  even  at  the  hazard 
of  my  devoted  life    — A  paufe 
enfued :   at  length,  fupprefling  a 
rifing  figh,  the  Marchionefs  pro- 
ceeded — ^Mt  is  to  render  that  life 
happy,  and  to  recompenfe  your 
virtues,  that  I  now  comply  with 
the  earneft  requeft  of  your  re- 
fpefted  father.  Leonora  de  Neu- 
ville   is  not  infenfible  to  the 
merits  of  Auguftus;  flie  is  wor- 
thy  of  you;  reward  her  with  your 
hearty  and  with  the  offer  of  your 

hand  : 
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hand  \  complete  her  felicity  and 
fecure  your  own/* 
Her  words  died  upon  her  tongue, 
and  fhe  ceafed,  while  her  whole 
frame  was  agitated  by  the  violence 
of  her  eflforts.     "  Ah,  Madam," 
returned  the  Chevalier  in  a  mourn- 
ful accent,      and  is  it  from  your 
mouth,  that  I  am  condemned  to 
hear  fuch  a  propofal !  Why,  cruel 
Julia,  will   you  aggravate  my 
vvretchednefs  ?  Is  it  pofTible  the 
man  who  has  been  once  your  flave 
fliould  have  a  heart  to  beftow 
upon  another?  —  A  heart  irrevo- 
cably  yours    — "  Say  not  irrevo- 
cably, Chevalier/' intenoipted  the 
Marchionefs,    reflect  that  a  blame- 
able  conftancy  for  her  who  never 

can 
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can  be  yours  is  unavailing,  and, 
if  cherifhed,  criminal !  —  remem- 
ber  the  wife  of  your  father,  is  eter- 
nally  loft  to  you.— Turn  then  your 
eyes  where  blooming  charms, 
where  gentle  gratitude,  and  guilt- 
lefs  love,  fliould  lead  you.  —  Let 
Leonora  fupplant  in  your  affec- 
tions  the  wedded  Julia,  —  and 
fufFer  her  at  leaft  to  be  the  witnefs 
and  promoter  of  your  happinefs, 
— whom  fate  permitted  not  to  be 
the  reward  of  your  conftancy  ! — • 
by  all  thofe  vows  which  once  uni- 
^'  ted  our  afFeftions  — by  your  filial 
duty  —  let  me  conjure  you  to 
efpoufe  her  !"  —  "  I  leaVe  you, 
"  Chevalier;— weigh  well  myargu- 
^'  ments,  —  may  they  prevail,  and 

authorize 
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authorize  me  to  bear  the  happy 
^•tidings  to  your  father;  —  when 

next  we  meet,  let  your  compli- 

ancc  crown  his  wilhes/' 

Intruding  tears  were  rufliing  thro' 
her  eyes : — Ihe  turned  precipitately 
from  him  :  — he  made  no  effort  to 
detain  her ;  but  with  his  looks  pur- 
fued  her,  till  the  windings  of  the 
grove  concealed  her  from  his  view 
— her  form  had  vanifhed,  but  her 
fweet  voice  ftill  founded  in  his  ears ! 
—  he  threw  himfelf  upon  a  feat, 
and  remained  buried  in  thought ; — 
each  accent  Ihe  had  uttered  dwelt 
on  his  imagination.  Leonora  ap- 
peared to  his  idea,  and  aided  her 
petition  —  to  receive  her  from  the 
hand  of  Julia  feemed  to  exalt  her 

VOL.  I.  R  worth, 
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worth,  and  heighten  her  attradlion. 
The  artlefs  marks  Mademoifelle  de 
Neuville  had  given  him  of  her  partia- 
lity^ had  imprefled  him  with  grate- 
ful fentiments ;  and  he  began  gene- 
roufly  to  confider  that  the  offer  of 
his  hand  was  due  to  the  facrifice  of 
her  afFeftions. — Juha  was  loft  to  him 
for  ever  !  < —  and  hope  was  now  no 
more  !  —  In  this  propitious  mo- 
ment, Leonora,  returning  from  the 
extremity  of  the  grove,  fuddenly 
appeared,  as  fhe  advanced  from  a 
winding  turn.  —  The  fight  of  Au- 
guftus  fafcinatcd  her  fteps.  —  She 
marked  the  expreflion  of  his  coun- 
tenance, prepared  to  accoft  him  ei- 
ther with  the  echoing  figh,  or  the 
refponfive  fmile.— The  penfive  Che- 
valier 
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valier  ftarted  when  he  perceived 
her.— Leonora  blufhed,  apologized 
for  having  intruded  upon  his  me- 
ditations, and  was  moving  onward, 
her  eyes  fuffufed  with  tears,  when 
the  ChevaUer,  touched  by  her  emo- 
tion, and  refpedtfuUy  taking  her 
hand,  placed  her  by  him. — The 
impreffions  of  his  heart  were  fa- 
vourable  to  the  wifhes  of  the  Mar- 
chionefs.       The  charming  Leo- 
nora,'* faid  Auguftus,     was  herfelf 
the  fweet  objeft  of  my  contem- 
plations.  Yes,  Madam,  your  ad- 
mirable  perfedions,  and  gentle 
virtues,  have  triumphed  over  a 
^'  paflion  the  moft  tender  !  you  have 
known  the  fituation  of  my  heart; 

R  2  you 
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you  are  not  ignorant  that  it  has 
felt  for  another  the  ardent  pangs 
of  unfuccefsful  love  !  — if  then 
you  can  deign  to  accept  all  its 
remaining    fenfibility,   let  me 
prevail  on  you  to  receive  the 
hand  of  Soiffons  ;  and  fufFer  me 
to  affure  you  that  Leonora  alone 
could  have  efFedted  this  change 
in  my  afFedlions : — permit  me  to 
requeft  your  father's  fanftion, — 
mine  has  already  granted  his 
concurrence  ;  fay,  —  may  I  not 
hope  that   gentle  pity,  which 
has  fo  often  (hared  and  foothed 
my  forrows,  may  awaken  in  your 
bofom  warmer  fentiments  The 
eyes  of  Mademoifelle  de  Neuville 
were  timidly  bent  upon  the  ground: 

and 
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and,  though  (he  had  flattered  her- 
felf  that  the  Chevalier  regarded  her 
with  fome  degree  of  preference, 
yet  fhe  felt  hcrfelf  totally  unpre- 
pared for  fo  fudden  a  propofal. 

At  length  her  voice  found  utter- 
ance- If/'  faid  (he,  the  unrival- 
ed  pofleflion  of  this  feeling  heart 
can  be  of  moment  to  the  reftor- 
ation  of  your  happinefs, — it  is 
yours — and  only  yours ! — Inca- 
pable  of  artifice,  and  fuperior  to 
difguife,  I  acknowledge  it  not 
^'  infenfible  to  your  worth ; — paint 
then  the  graces  and  perfeftions 
of  that  diflinguiflied  fair,  whofe 
charms  could  boaft  the  envied 
conqueft  of  your  firft  affedions, 
that,  by  an  imitation  of  hervir- 
R  3  tues. 
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tiies,  I  may  deferve  at  leaft  the 
continuance  of  your  love  !  —  If 
then  parental  approbation  crowns 
your  fuit,  receive  the  promifed 
hand  of  Leonora/' — She  extend- 
ed it  with  unafFeded  ingenuoufnefs. 
—  Auguftus  tenderly  preffing  it  to 
his  lips— Be  it  mine/'  returned 
he,  "  faireft  of  w^omen,  to  merit  by 
my  gratitude  this  generous  frank- 
nefs.     My  life  fhall  be  devot- 
ed  to  your  happinefs  :  —  nor 
let  that  gentle  bofom  fear  a  fu- 
ttire  rival  in  the  affeftions  he  de- 
dicates  to  you.— Thofe  charms, 
which  could  have  power  to  fub- 
due  a  firft  impreffion,  muft  main- 
^^'tain  a  lafting  empire,  over  my 

heart/'  

^  The 
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The  Countefs,  Marchionefs,  and 
Madame  de  Tourville,  appeared  at 
this  decifive  moment  advancing 
through  the  grove. — Mademoifelle 
de  Neuville  rofe  to  meet  them  ;  her 
new  lover  followed  her.  —  Julia 
avoided  the  eyes  of  Auguftus,  but 
in  thofe  of  Leonora  fought  the 
confirmation  of  her  hopes  : — the 
mingled  confufion  and  obvious  fa- 
tisfadtion  that  animated  the  coun- 
tenance of  this  young  beauty  prov- 
ed that  her  tete  a  tete  with  Mon- 
fieur  de  Soiflbns  had  been  interell- 
ing.  As  they  entered  the  caftle, 
Julia  loitered  in  the  portico,  under 
pretence  of  gathering  a  bunch  of 
orange  flowers ;  —  the  Chevalier, 
ftepping  back,  feized  this  oppor- 
R  4  tunity 
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tunity  of  uttering  the  following 
words  : 

Madam,  you  are  obeyed, 
the  offered  hand  of  Soilfons  is 
accepted! — The  heart,  alas  ! 
which  Ihould  accompany  it, 
w^as  not  his  to  give  !  —  But  you 
are  every  way  irrefiftible  — 
even  in  your  cruelties ;  and  I 
fubmit  to  the  chains  which  you 
impofe 

The  Marchionefs  was  prevented 
anfwering,  by  the  approach  of  his 
father,  to  whom  Auguftus  gave 
place.  As  the  Marquis  afcended 
the  flight  of  fleps,  flie  turned  to 
him ;  and  though  fhe  felt  an  invo- 
luntary pang  from  the  Chevalier's 
confeflion,    yet,  concealing  her 

emotion. 
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emotion,  "  My  Lord,"  faid  fhe, 
^'  I  have  difcharged  the  commif- 
fion  with  which  you  deigned  to 
honour  me. — Your  fon,  happy 
that  your  approbation  fandifies 
his  choice,  has  breathed  to  Ma- 
demoifelle  de  Neuville  accepted 
vows ;  and  the  concurrence  of  the 
Baron  alone  is  wanting  to  com- 
plete  their  mutual  wifhes/*  — 
She  waited  not  for  a  reply,  but 
ruflied  into  the  hall,  to  conceal 
the  tears  which,  in  defiance  of  all 
her  fortitude,  ftarted  into  her  eyes. 
— Leonora  met  her  at  the  entrance; 
but,  full  of  the  flattering  declara- 
tion flie  had  fo  recently  received, 
(he  pafled  without  obferving  her ; 
and  fortunately  left  the  Marchio- 

nefs 
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nefs  at  liberty  to  recover  her  agita- 
tion before  fhe  proceeded  to  the 
falcon,  where  the  reft  of  the  familj'' 
were  alTembled. 

Tiie  Marquis  having  affeftion- 
ately  congratulated  Auguftus  upon 
his  (fuccefs  with  Leonora,  perceiv- 
ing her  defcending  into  the  garden, 
quitted  him  with  a  fmile,  faying 
that  he  refigned  him  to  a  more  in- 
terefting  companion.  The  ami- 
able father  now  haftened  to  com- 
municate to  the  Count  and  Coun- 
tefs  the  reciprocal  and  approved 
attachment  of  the  young  lovers. 
They  expreffed  the  lhare  they  par- 
took in  this  event,  and  felicitated 
him  upon  the  happy  profpedt  of 
his  fon.  Madame  de  Senanges  caffc 

a  tender 
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a  tender  look  upon  her  fifter,  who, 
addreffing  the  Marquis,  urged  him, 
with  an  earneftnefs  that  did  her 
honour,  to  lofe  no  time  in  propos- 
ing the  alliance  to  the  Baron  de 
Neuville. — The  Count  promifed  to 
attend  the  Marquis  the  fucceeding 
morning  to  propofe  and  fettle  the 
preliminary  articles.  —  When  the 
blufliing  Leonora  entered  with  her 
now  acknowledged  lover,  Madame 
deSoiffons  advanced  ;  and,  taking 
her  affe£tionately  by  the  hand,  ex* 
prelfed,  with  peculiar  grace  and 
fweetnefs,  her  joy  upon  the  occa- 
lion.  —  Auguftus  appeared  vifibly 
agitated,  but  exerted  every  effort 
to  be  gay.  He  did  not  venture 
to  point  one  look  at  the  Marchio- 

nefs. 
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nefs,  —  he  fhunned  the  dangerous 
foftnefs  of  her  eyes,  and  refolutely 
determined  to  fix  all  his  attentions 
on  his  fair  miftrefs. 

The  Baron  de  Neuville  received 
with  joy  the  propofals  of  the  Mar- 
quis. —  And,  as  the  latter  expref- 
ed  an  anxiety  to  be  witnefs  of 
this  defired  union  before  his  re- 
turn to  Soiflbns,  immediate  pre- 
parations were  made  for  the  ce- 
remony. 

The  day  after  the  fuccefs  of  this 
hymeneal  treaty,  as  Julia  was  pen- 
lively  feated  in  her  dreffing-room, 
the  Marquis  entered: — he  traverfed 
the  apartment  with  agitated  fteps, 
without  appearing  to  regard  her : 
a  glow  of  difpleafure  lowered  upon 

the 
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the  brow  which  had  ever  till  that 
moment  been  imprcflcd  with  bene- 
volence and  gentlcncfs.  Unaccuf- 
tomed  to  his  frown,  Julia  was  feiz- 
ed  with  a  tranfient  dread  that  fome 
mifreprefentation  of  her  conduft, 
from  a  fecret  enemy,  had  injured 
her  in  his  opinion  ;  but,  approach- 
ing him  with  all  the  dignity  of 
confcious  innocence,  and  a  look  of 
ineffable  fweetnefs,   fhe  entreated 
him  (unlefs  he  thought  her  curio- 
fity  too  prefumptuous)  to  depofit 
in  her  participating  bofom  the  evi- 
dent difquietude  of  his.    His  fea- 
tures inftantly  varied  to  an  expref- 
fion  of  the  utmoft  tendernefs  :  Oh 
my  Julia,''  he  replied,      I  am 
deeply  wounded  ;  the  honour  of 

my 
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my  family  has  received  a  flab 
from  him  who  ought  to  fupport 
it  with  his  life  !  —  my  fon  has 
"  brought  difgrace  upon  himfelf 
and  on  his  father/'    Terror  and 
furprife  fpoke  in  the  features  of 
the  IMarchionefs,    and  expreffed 
themfelves  in  the  following  excla- 
mation :  ^'  Ah,  Sir,  your  fon  ! — can 
the  amiable  Auguftus  have  for- 
feited  his  title  to  your  afFeftion  ? 
believe  it  not;  fome  cruel  de- 
ceiverhas  traduced  his  blamelefs 
charader/'  —  "  No;''  returned 
the  Marquis,  fighing ;      it  is  not 
Auguftus  who  caufes  my  diftrefs ; 
he  never  gave  me  a  momentary 
anxiety,   but  for  his  happinefs. 
The  Count,  my  elder  fon,  (who, 

^'  even 
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even    from    his    infancy,  has 
planted  thorns  upon  my  pillow) 
forgetful  of  his  birth,  his  duty, 

*^  and  his  fame,  purfues  the  path 
of  ruin  and  difgrace.  He  has, 
under  the  borrowed  name  of 
love,  feduced  from  a  convent 
the  daughter  of  a  wealthy  mcr- 
chant  placed  there  for  educa- 
tion.  Her  heart-broken  father 
has  applied  to  me  for  vengeance, 
or  redrefs,  with  an  ardour  expref- 
five  of  the  anguilli  of  his  mind. 

*^  They  have  hitherto  efcapcd  all 
fearch,  and  remain  concealed 
in  fome  fcqueftered  fpot,  if  yet 
in  France  : — but,  by  heaven  !  if 

"  he  does  her  not  juftice,  by  im- 
mediate  marriage,  never  will  I 

admit 
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admit  him  more  into  my  prfi- 
fence,  nor  his  unworthy  brother, 
who,  I  am  informed,  was  aider 
and  abettor  in  his  guilt/' 
Julia  felt  fo  powerfully  relieved, 
by  the  alTurance  that  Auguftus  was 
not  the  objeft  of  the  Marquis's  re- 
fentment,  that  (he  found  herfelf 
enabled  to  plead  the  caufe  of  his 
offending  fon  with  fome  degree 
of  fuccefs.    She  calmed  the  firft 
emotions  of  his  anger,  entreating 
him  not  to  yield  to  an  opinion  that 
the  young  Count  would  abandon 
the  woman  of  his   choice,  and 
whofe  expected  inheritance  of  large 
polTeflions   might  probably  have 
been  the  firlt  foundation  of  his  at- 
tachment, fince  wealth  was  the  ac- 
knowledged 
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knowledged  paflion  of  his  fouL 
The  Marquis  was  charmed  with 
her  benevolent  compaffion  for  a  fon 
unworthy  of  it,  and  who  had  treat- 
ed them  both,  fince  their  marriage, 
with  the  mod  culpable  negled:. 
He  promifed,  in  compliance  with 
her  requeft,  to  difpatch  a  letter 
to  the  Count's  hotel,  (which  would 
doubtlefs  be  forwarded  to'the  fu- 
gitives by  fome  fecret  emiflary), 
enforcing  their  immediate  union, 
which  Ihould  then  be  followed  by 
parental  pardon,  and  a  cordial  re- 
ception at  Soiflbns,  whenever  the 
Count  chofe  to  prefent  Mademoi- 
felle  de  Sancerre  as  his  bride* 
The  Marquis,  with  this  approved 
determination,  fought  Monfieur  de 
VOL  I.  S  Senanges, 
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Senanges,  to  impart  to  him  thofe 
generous  propolitions  ;  and  to  con- 
cert meafures  for  the  difcovery  of 
their  retreat.    This  amiable  parent 
addrefled  likewife   an  immediate 
letter  to  the  difconfolate  father  of 
the  young  lady,  confoling  him  with 
the  hopes  of  reftoring  to  him  foon 
his  darUng  daughter,   whom  he 
would  himfelf  receive  with  cordi- 
ality as  the  wife  of  his  fon.    A  few 
days  after  thefe  occurrences,  the 
Marquis  was  rendered  in  fome  de- 
gree fatisfied  by  the  intelligence 
that  the  Count  had  publicly  ac- 
knowledged his  marriage  with  Ma- 
demoifelle  de  Sancerre  :  by  a  few 
imperious  lines  he  notified  to  his 
father  this  event,  adding,  that  he 

thought 
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thought  himfelf  juftified  in  a  choice 
unequal  to  his  birth,  from  the  ex- 
ample fet  him  by  a  parent,  who, 
though  in  the  decline  of  life,  had 
been  impelled  by  an  irrefiftible  paf- 
fion,  to  unite  himfelf  to  a  woman 
not  inferior  indeed  in  family  and 
rank,  but  of  an  age  to  render  the 
alliance  totally  ill-judged. 

This  infolent  farcafm  had  its  na- 
tural effeft  upon  a  generous  mind. 
The  indignity  offered  to  himfelf 
he  regarded  with  the  contempt  it 
merited,  but  the  refledion  call  on 
the  Marchionefs,  by  drawing  a  pa- 
rallel between  her  and  Mademoi- 
felle  de  Sancerre,  rouled  him  to 
fome  fenfe  of  refentment.  As  that 
fubfided,  wounded  fenfibihty  fuc- 
S  2  ceeded; 
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ceeded ;  and  he  bewailed  the  hafd- 
nefs  and  ingratitude  of   a  heart 
capable  of  fuch  depravity  of  fenti- 
ment ! — he  confided  his  griefs  in 
the  breaft  of  Monfieur  de  Senan- 
ges,  whofe  ftrength  of  judgment 
and  impartial  friendfhip  made  him 
a  defirable  advifer,  —  He  entreated 
the  Marquis  to  affed  a  total  indif- 
ference to  the  condudl  of  his  fon. 
Alas!"  replied  he  — it  muft 
indeed  be  an  affumed  infenfibi- 
«^lity!— I  feel  like  a  father  and 
a  man  !  —  depravity  of  manners 
and  corrupted  morals  in  a  child 
are  fources  of  mifery  to  the  hu- 
man  heart!  — but,  Count,  what- 
ever  are  my  fufferings,  I  will  not 
wound  the  bofom  of  the  moft 

per  fed 
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p^rfedl  of  women  with  my  una- 
vailing  regrets,  or  dn^o  the  ap- 
proaching  fcftiviry  by  '\  brow  of 
care!"—''  May  yoiir  Auguftiis/' 

returned  Monfieur  de  Senangea, 
ivhofe  virtues  a^re  as  exemplary 
as  the  v'xes  of  his  brothers  are  a* 
trocioiis,  make  you  fome  amends 
for  the  difappointment  of  your 

^'  hopes  in  them,  and  render  \our 
future  life  moft  happy/'  —  Tlie 

entrance  of  the  Countefs  chang-ed 

o 

the  fubjed  to  that  of  the  hymeneal 
preparations  for  the  union  of  Leo- 
nora and  Auguftus, 

When  the  decifive  day  was  fixed, 
Madame  de  Tourville  tenderly  quef- 
tioned  the  Marchionefs,  whether  fhe 
could  be  fufficiently  miftrefs  of  her 
S  3  feelings 
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leelings  to  be  a  fpedlator  of  the  ap- 
proaching ceremony? — Julia,  fixing 
a  look  of  calm  determination  on 
her  friend,  accompanied  by  a  faint 
fmile, — ^'  You  little  know/'  faid 
fhe,      the  extent  of  that  empire 
I  have  been  enabled  to  obtain 
over  my  own  heart Hea- 
'^^  ven,''  continued  Ibe^  raifing  her 
exprefiive  eyes,      has  vouchfafed 
^'  to  hear  my  fervent  prayer;  it 
has  affiftcd   my  fincere  endea- 
*^  vours  to  vanquifh  a  fcafite'ility 
inconfillent  with  the  facred  cha- 
rader  of  a  wife  1  —  what  would 
my  abfence,   on  this  occafion, 
imply,  but  a  dif^ruH:  of  myfelf 
•^^  to  thofe  who  have  known  my 
weakncfs,  —  and   to  him  who 

caufed 
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caufcd  it,  —  a  confcious  avowal 
of  its  continuance? — My  cou- 
rage,  in  every  event  of  my  life, 
has  fupported  me  through  its 
trials,  nor  will  it  now  forfake 
^*  me  —  flie  who  could  yield  to  the 
father   her   reludant  hand,  is 
"  capable  of  beholding  (without 
an  emotion  unworthy  of  her) 
^*  the  vows  of  his  fon  devoted  to 
another !  —  Auguftus   has  been 
long  eternally  loft  to  me ;  and 
fliall  I  regret  that  he  has  once 
more  a  view  of  focial  felicity  ! — 
May  the  unfortunate  affedlion  he 
once  bore  to  me  be  transferred 
"to  the  happier  Leonora  —  and, 
oh !    may   Ihe  reward  his  vir- 
"  tues,  and  love  him  with  an  at- 
S  4  tachment 
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tachment  ftrong  as  that  of  Julia 
would  have  been  had  fate  de- 
cieed  our  union.  —  Blefs  them 
all-gracious  Providence!''  (fink- 
ing on  her  knees,  and  clafping  her 
uplifted  hands)  ^'  Crown  them  with 
encreafing  benefits !  —  may  their 
revolving  years  be  winged  with 
added  joys !  and  every  halcyon 
^'  day  be  dearer  than  the  paft 

The  animation  of  her  feelings 
had  fo  exhaufted  her^  that  (he  funk 
upon  a  fofa,  where  a  foft  fliower  of 
tears  reheved  her  oppreflfed  heart. 

Madame  de  Tourville  beheld, 
with  admiration,  the  heroic  virtue 
of  her  exalted  Julia,  who  foon  re- 
covered from  her  emotions,  and 
appeared  again  reftored  to  calm  re- 

fleftion 
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fleftion  and  fercne  content. — A  few 
days  previous  to  the  ceremony  the 
Marchionefs  prefcnted,  at  her  lord's 
requeft,  a  fet  of  fine  jewels  to  Leo- 
nora, which  flie  received  with  vifi- 
ble  delight. 

The  Countefs  found  her  quite 
abforbed  in  contemplating  thefe 
glittering  ornaments :  and  having 
remarked,  for  fome  days,  that  her 
young  heart  feemed  intoxicated  with 
the  flattering  profpedts  that  fur- 
rounded  her,  flie  took  this  oppor- 
tunity of  gently  cautioning  her 
conduft  upon  her  approaching  en- 
trance into  life. 

Leonora  blufhed,  but  thanked 
her  for  fo  kind  a  mark  of  friend  • 

Ihip 
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fliip  with  an  indifference  that  proved 
it  irkfome  and  unwelcome. 

Henrietta  difcovered,  with  con- 
cern, that  there  was  a  volatility  in 
her  compofition  which  did  not  pro- 
mife  thofe  attentions  to  propriety  fo 
neceflary  in  a  female  charafter— 
the  innocence  of  her  mind,  as  yet, 
however  untainted  by  the  world, 
made  her  hope  much  from  her 
unqueftioned   attachment  to  Au- 
guftus;   and  fhe  flattered  herfelf 
that  the  natural  tendernefs  of  her 
difpofition  would   counteradt  the 
impulfes  of  pride,  and  the  dan- 
gerous allurements  of  vanity. 

Mademoifelle  de  Neuville  attend- 
ed her  father  to  his  houfe  the  day 
preceding  that  fixed  upon  for  her 

marriage. 


(  ) 

marriage,  and  her  noble  friends  were 
to  accompany  the  Chevalier  to  the 
Baron's  at  the  appointed  hour. 

Julia  had  avoided  every  oppor- 
tunity of  meeting  the  Chevalier 
alone,  fince  fhe  had  prevailed  upon 
him  to  offer  his  hand  to  Leonora  : 
but,  upon  the  nuptial  morn,  he 
furprifed  her  by  his  appearance  in 
the  Countefs's  drefling-room,  who 
had  quitted  her  but  a  moment  be- 
fore to  feek  for  the  Count  in  the 
adjoinmg  library, — he  entered  with 
a  gloomy  air;  and,  calling  round  his 
eyes,  he  perceived  the  Marchionefs 
in  a  penfive  attitude,  reclined  upon 
a  fofa  —  flie  ftarted  —  blufhed  — 
turned  pale — and  could  not  conceal 
the  evident  tumult  of  her  mind — he 

fixed 
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fixed  upon  her  a  penetrating  look— * 
and  a  figh  iffaed  from  his  bofom — 
at  length,  in  a  faultering  accent,  he 
broke  filence  with  thefe  words : 
^'  This  da}%  Madam,  obedient 
to  your  commands,  I  become  a 
^'  Have  ! — the  prefent  hour  is  the 
laft  of  my  liberty, —  and,  oh  ! 
lovelieft  of  women  !  to  be  jufl 
to  Leonora,  the  image  of  Julia 
muft   be    baniflied    from  my 
breaft ! — the  cruel  fentence  paffed 
from  your  refifllefs  lips — it  con- 
^'  demned  my  hand  to  bondage 
and  my  heart  to  falfehood  !  — 
while  my  vows  were  not  another's, 
^'  it  was  no  crime  to  love  you ;  — 
my  foul  ftill  free,  was  guiltlefs  in 

adoring 
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adoring  you  ! — but  now,  that  the 
hour  of  captivity  approaches,  my 
"  fatal  paflion  fhould  expire  !  — 
Yet,  alas,  interwoven  with  my 
deftiny,  it  can  end  but  with  my 
life     —  The  Marchlonefs  was 
ftrongly  afFefted  —  fhe  looked  un- 
utterable woe  !  and  melted  Into  tears 
— he  faw  her  emotion,  and,  finking 
on  his  knees,  his  anxiety  to  rellore 
her  peace  of  mind  brought  reafon 
to  his  aid. — ^'  Pardon,  pardon,'^ 
cried  he,     angelic  Julia,  the  pre- 
fumptuous  Soiffons  !  —  Oh  hear 
him,  when  he  fwears  to  wound 
your  ears  no  more  with  his  un- 
hallowed  paflion  ! — Your  divine 
example  (hall  enfure  my  grati- 
tude  and  conftancy  to  the  wife 

whom 
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whom  you  have  chofen  me 
farewell — when  next  we  meet 
it  will  be  at  the  altar — there  you 
fhall  be  witnefs  to  the  mutual 
vows  that  unite  my  future  deftlny 
to  Leonora  ;  honour  and  virtue 
(hall  fecure  my  faith  and  fandify 
the  will  of  heaven/* — He  arofe— 
the  Marchionefs  fmiled  approbation 
through  her  tears,  and  had  only 
time  to  utter  thefe  words  before  the 
Countefs  entered.  —  ''Go  then, 
^'  Chevalier,  be  virtuous,  and  be 
happy  !  —  go, — and,  by  your  at- 
tachment  to  fo  amiable  a  bride, 
render  yourfelf  worthy  the  con- 
queft  of  her  heart  V 
At  the  appointed  hour  the  nup- 
tial cavalcade  arrived  at  the  Baron 

de 
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de  Neuville's,  who  welcomed  them 
with  a  father's  heart-felt  joy.  He 
led  his  blooming  daughter  to  Au- 
guftus,  afluring  him  that  the  gift 
he  then  prefented  was  the  moft 
precious  gift  he  could  beftow. 
Attired  by  the  hand  of  elegance, 
and  glowing  with  radiant  beauty, 
(he  looked  enchantingly  lovely^ 
The  Chevalier  received  the  hand 
of  Leonora  with  a  look  of  refpeft- 
ful  tendernefs ;  and,  leading  her 
to  the  altar,  pronounced  thofe 
vows  he  was  determined  moft  fa- 
credly  to  fulfil.  A  fuperb  enter- 
tainment fucceeded  the  nuptial  ce- 
remony ;  the  delighted  Baron  dif- 
tinguiflied  the  day  by  every  de- 
monftration  of  joy  :  in  the  evening 

the 
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the  Marquis  and  Marchionefs  re- 
turned with  the  Count  and  Coun- 
tefs  to  Senanges,  having  promifed 
the  Chevaher  and  his  fair  bride 
to  be  early  in  the  renewal  of  their 
vifit.  Not  a  day  during  the  fol- 
lowing week  pafled  without  this 
illuftrious  party  meeting  either  at 
the  Count's  or  Baron's,  till  the 
morning  arrived  which  was  fixed 
for  the  departure  of  the  Marquis 
and  Marchionefs  de  Soiflbns.  Hen- 
rietta and  Juiia  feparated  with  their 
ufual  regret ;  but  the  latter  re- 
turned to  her  caftle,  better  refigned 
to  her  deftiny  than  (lie  had  quitted 
it ;  perfuaded  that  the  Chevalier 
was  united  to  a  woman  who  adored 
him,  and  who  feemed  formed  to 

make 
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make  him  happy  :  fhe  endeavoured 
to  acquire  from  thcfe  reflections  a 
ftrengthencd  confolation  :  flie  at- 
tempted to  efface  from  her  heart 
the  remembrance  that  he  had  once 
been  her  lover  :  alas  !  flie  but  de- 
ceived herfelf  by  an  ideal  conquefl: 
over  an  attachment  which  could 
ceafe  alone  with  her  exiftence. 


END  OF  VOL.  !• 
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31     I  for  remembrane  read  remembrance. 

33      3    infert  a  comma  after  remember,  and 


163  10  for  or  read  nor. 

392  II  omit  the  firft  c  in  ecclairciflcment. 

392  II  for  gave  read  fhould  give. 

'95  7  /or  dilemna  dilemma. 
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dele  the  uuord  friend. 

after  fame  infert  time. 
for  vifible  read  vifibly. 
for  of  read  in. 
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